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On April 8, 2020, the International scientific and practical conference titled Role of Statistics 
in the Strategic Development of Russia: Facts, Assessments, Forecasts of Socio-economic 
and Demographic Processes took place at Irkutsk State University on the basis of the Insti-
tute of Social Sciences. It was dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the state statistics bodies 
of Irkutsk region. The conference was organized by the Government of Irkutsk region, the 
Territorial Body of the Federal State Statistics Service for Irkutsk region, Irkutsk State Uni-
versity, and Public Chamber of the Irkutsk Region. The purpose of the conference was to 
“discuss current problems and prospects for the development of state statistics as the main 
information and analytical resource for Russia’s strategic development in the light of histor-
ical and contemporary facts, assessments and forecasts of socio-economic and demographic 
processes and the nature of new challenges”1.

In early digital era, it is highly relevant to define new scientific discourses on the devel-
opment strategy of Russia and its regions and the need for complete and reliable statistical 

1  Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: opportunities, historical and social experience 
and new challenges. http://socio.isu.ru/ru/news/newsitem.html?action=show&id=7028 (accessed: 
10.04.2020).
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information increases, including adoption and implementation of managerial decisions at 
all levels. Comprehension of milestones in the development of state statistics (including 
the example of Irkutsk statistics) and the search for new methodological foundations in the 
development of interdisciplinary ties, reflecting the paths of society’s movement within new 
forms of instability and risks, necessitated an International Conference on these issues.

The organizers of the conference planned to hold it in the traditional face-to-face format, 
but due to the current epidemiological situation, the event was held on-line. The conference 
regulations provided for welcoming words, a plenary session and the work of three sections: 
Development of Statistics in Russia: History and Modern Age; Statistical Analysis and Assess-
ment of the Socio-economic Development of Russia and Its Regions; Statistics and Sociology 
in Modern Challenges. Sociological methodology based on interdisciplinary synthesis was 
the basic one in defining the concept of the conference.

Igor I. Kobzev, the Acting Governor of Irkutsk region welcoming the participants of the 
conference, emphasized: “Since its initiation, the Federal State Statistics Service (Rosstat) 
has been meeting the basic needs of the state and society in official statistical information. 
Its main addressees are federal and regional authorities, general public, and representatives of 
the scientific and expert communities. Statistical analysis and evaluation are of great impor-
tance for the implementation of national projects in Russia, the development of forecasts for 
the socio-economic development of the regions, budgeting and solving current problems”1.

Greeting the audience, Alexander F. Schmidt, the rector of Irkutsk State University noted that 
the Conference “by the relevance of the topic and areas of discussion, symbolizes a deep need 
to develop a new understanding of the nature and scale of socio-economic, socio-cultural and 
demographic processes that require official statistical accounting. Modern challenges have led to 
the transformation of the mechanisms that form the national systems of information resources, 
and raised the question of choosing a set of statistical and other scientific methods while main-
taining the electronic and traditional channels for providing information. At a new stage in the 
development of state statistics, constructive interaction and deepening cooperation of scientists, 
practitioners, representatives of government authorities, public, and the expert community is 
an integral part of the system-wide solution of socio-economic and demographic problems”2.

Vladimir V. Shprakh, the Chairman of the Public Chamber of Irkutsk region, Professor, 
drew attention to a high scientific and practical significance of the problems raised by sci-
entists and practitioners: “innovative and technological development of cities and regions 
of Russia, development of innovations’ statistics, statistical analysis and assessment of the 
national projects, demographic challenges in the context of digital economy, introduction of 
information systems and digital technologies in state statistics, and others are extremely rel-
evant both for Russia and for the whole world. [...] Reliable facts, objective assessments and 
accurate forecasts of socio-economic and demographic processes are a reliable foundation 
for the further successful development of our country”3.

Irina V. Ivanova, the Head of the Territorial Body of the Federal State Statistics Service 
for the Irkutsk Region, opened the plenary session with the report On the 100th Anniversary 

1 Grabelnykh T. I. (ed). 2020. Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: collection of articles. 
scientific. Irkutsk: ISU Publishing House. P. 15. DOI: 10.26516/978-5-9624-1811-7.2020.1-591

2 Ibid, p. 16
3 Ibid, p. 16
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of the State Statistics in the Irkutsk Region. In her report, I. V. Ivanova revealed the specif-
ics of the development of state statistics at all stages of its history in the Irkutsk Region and 
noted the uniqueness and severity of the current situation. She emphasized: “Thanks to the 
activities of statisticians of all generations, we have an idea of the past, present and future of 
Irkutsk region that is unique in its own way, beautiful, with large reserves of natural resources. 
Therefore, the role and responsibility of the bodies that form state statistics has always been 
and remains extremely important for the state and society”1.

Elena D. Tkachenko, the Deputy Head of the Civil Registry Office of the Irkutsk Region, 
focused on the problems of reducing the number of civil registration records in the Irkutsk 
Region in her report Demographic and Migration Situations in the Irkutsk Region. E. D. Tka-
chenko indicated the main reasons of reduction: “natural population decline; migration outflow 
of the population (mainly of working age); lack of highly qualified personnel in the fields 
of health care and education; a change in the mentality of a modern person (emancipation, 
striving for personal and economic independence, formation of a negative attitude towards 
the family among the younger generation, a decrease in the personal and social activity of 
the ‘average’ city resident); the problems of many northern areas of Irkutsk region”2.

Dmitry G. Bazhutkin, the Head of the Territorial Body of the Federal State Statistics Service 
for Samara region, Doctor of Economics, raised some topical issues related to the digitalization 
of modern society in his report Samara Region: Demographic Challenges in the Digital Eco-
nomy. A detailed review of the current demographic situation of the Samara Region was carried 
out, the most acute problems and the reasons for their occurrence were voiced, possible ways of 
solving the demographic problems of the region were proposed. The speaker drew attention to the 
fact that human capital is the main factor necessary for the development of the digital economy3.

Valentina D. Kurgan, a chief researcher of the Political Science Department of the Institute of 
Philosophy, Political Science and Religious Studies of the Science Committee of the Ministry 
of Education and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Doctor of Philosophy, Professor pre-
sented a video report under the title The Social Sphere of Kazakhstan: Problems, Contradictions, 
and Assessments of Ethnic Groups. In her report, she based on the analysis of statistical data 
and the materials of sociological studies that show: “social policy in Kazakhstan has not yet 
developed as a social institution that organizes and ensures its integrity, sustainable functioning 
and development. The social sphere continues to be the main source of tensions between the 
state and individual segments of the population”4. Meanwhile, the report noted that recently 

1 Ivanova I. V. 2020. “To the 100th anniversary of the formation of state statistics in the Irkutsk re-
gion”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed). Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: collection of 
articles, p. 28. DOI: 10.26516/978-5-9624-1811-7.2020.1-591

2 Tkachenko E. D. 2000. “Demographic and migration situations in the Irkutsk region”. In: Grabel-
nykh T. I. (ed). Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: collection of articles, p. 33. 
DOI: 10.26516/978-5-9624-1811-7.2020.1-591

3 Bazhutkin D. G. 2020. “Samara region: demographic challenges in the digital economy”. In: Gra-
belnykh T. I. (ed). Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: collection of articles, p. 128. 
DOI: 10.26516/978-5-9624-1811-7.2020.1-591

4 Kurgan V. D., Dunaev V. Yu. 2020. “Social sphere of Kazakhstan: problems, contradictions, as-
sessments of ethnic groups”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed). Statistics in the strategic development of 
Russia: collection of articles, p. 164. DOI: 10.26516/978-5-9624-1811-7.2020.1-591

T. I. Grabelnykh, N. A. Sablina, pp. 82-87



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

85vol. 4  |  no. 1 (11)  |  2020

SSSS
the state has adopted a number of social programs aimed at regulating them, the ethnic groups 
of the country “assess the social policy of the state in the same way.”

Another foreign participant — Rade Sharovic, the Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Philos-
ophy of the University of Montenegro, Professor of the Department of Sociology, Doctor of 
Socio logical Sciences, Associate Professor — in his video report Migration Movements in 
Montenegro (Current Problems and Trends) focused on the migration factors of the population 
of Montenegro and related problems in the context of regional and municipal differences. 
The key idea of his video presentation is reflected in the thesis that “a serious problem for 
Montenegro lies in regional differences in the distribution of the population. They are based 
mainly on economic inequality. [...] The transformation (devastation) of rural space has led 
to the fact that Montenegro today is a partially developed urban society with pronounced 
regional inequality. The reasons for this statement can be easily found by looking at the 
trends of internal migration in the Montenegrin municipalities. [...] Spatial transformation is 
observed in all three Montenegro regions, and especially in the Montenegro municipalities. 
Negative rates of natural growth, a large number of elderly households in rural areas, the 
outflow of young people are just some of the phenomena that today have led to a complete 
transformation (devastation) of rural and uneven filling of urban space in Montenegro”1.

Tatyana I. Grabelnykh, Professor of Irkutsk State University, Doctor of Sociological 
Sciences, made a report titled Public and State Technologies in the National Projects of Rus-
sia: Research Methodology of New Social Experience. Comprehension of the experience of 
regional development and implementation of strategies for public participation, including 
the example of Irkutsk region, allowed the speaker to conclude that “in difficult conditions, 
there is a need for the development of a model of public and state regulation based on the 
principles of self-organization and self-regulation in all verticals. Today, it is advisable to talk 
about a new ‘synergetic’ type of public-state technologies, which are characterized by a high 
level of regulation/self-regulation of relations in the state and society and highly integrated 
mechanisms of joint activities based on the principles of ‘new rationality’ and efficiency. 
Public-state technologies, predominantly of a synergistic nature, in terms of their status and 
role are an important factor influencing the possibilities and methods of effective implemen-
tation of national projects in Russia”2.

In total, 130 reports were presented at the conference (6 reports — from international par-
ticipants, 124 reports — from Russian scientists and practitioners). The state statistics bodies 
presented 50 reports from different regions. In general, more than 200 people took part in 
the conference: scientists from different branches of science, practitioners, representatives 
of state authorities and the public.

The conference allowed integrating the strategic and methodological principles and 
approaches of scientists and practitioners from 6 countries (Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 

1 Sharovich R. 2020. “Migration movements in Montenegro (actual problems and trends)”. In: Gra-
belnykh T. I. (ed). Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: collection of articles, 
pp. 134-135, 137. DOI: 10.26516/978-5-9624-1811-7.2020.1-591

2 Grabelnykh T. I. 2020. “Public and state technologies” in the implementation of national projects 
in Russia: research methodology of the emerging ‘new social experience’”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. 
(ed). Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: collection of articles, pp. 369-371. 
DOI: 10.26516/978-5-9624-1811-7.2020.1-591
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Serbia, Montenegro, China), 39 Russian cities (Irkutsk, Simferopol, Krasnoyarsk, Volgo-
grad, Yaroslavl, Izhevsk, Stavropol, Ulan-Ude , Abakan, Moscow, Kursk, Samara, Saratov, 
Khabarovsk, Belgorod, Bryansk, Yekaterinburg, Ivanovo, Chelyabinsk, Apatitov, Balashov, 
Barnaul, Vladivostok, Kaliningrad, Kemerovo, Omsk, Orel, Perm, Petrozavodsk, Petropav-
lovsk-Kamchatsky, Roschatsky, Rostov-on-Don, Smolensk, Syktyvkar, Tambov, Togliat-
ti, Tomsk, Ufa)1. It is important to note that Irkutsk — the city where the conference was 
held — is historically defined as “the middle of the Earth”. In this case, it became possible 
to discuss here the historical and modern experience of different cities and regions of Russia 
and other countries.

The topic of the conference aroused a great interest among the academic community from 
various fields of knowledge, both social and humanitarian, and natural science (sociological, 
philosophical, economic, medical, physical and mathematical, technical, political, pedagog-
ical, and geographical sciences).

It is important to note that 8 works presented at the conference were completed within 
the framework of grants and state assignments. Of these, 5 works were supported by RFBR 
grants (V. I. Zorkaltsev — Economic indices: goals and problems of construction, Russian 
experience of the 20s (Irkutsk); O. M. Kuzmina — Analysis of statistical information on the 
current state of sustainable development of municipalities of the Republic of Crimea (Sim-
feropol); Ya. A. Leshchenko, A. A. Lisovtsov — Processes of natural reproduction of the 
population in the aspect of implementing Demography national project (Angarsk); N. L. An-
tonova, A. D. Loginova — Hegemonic masculinity through the prism of statistics (Yekater-
inburg); I. V. Tsvetkova — Models of a comprehensive statistical assessment of universities 
as factors of regional development (Russian and foreign experience) (Togliatti)); 2 works 
were carried out within the framework of state assignments (L. N. Takaishvili — Experience 
of using statistical data to study the development of the coal industry in Russian regions (Ir-
kutsk); N. A. Serova — Investment processes in the Russian Arctic (Apatity)) ); one work 
was carried out with the support of a grant from the President of the Russian Federation for 
young scientists (M. N. Chuvashova — Study of the level of space connectivity: the case of 
Krasnoyarsk Territory (Irkutsk)).

In our opinion, the activity level of the participants was much higher than expected. This fact 
is explained by the growth of new challenges and readiness of the scientific community and 
practitioners to quickly respond to them, using their own methodology and methodological 
tools. The discussion of the role of statistical methodology will certainly help to ensure the 
authenticity and accuracy of official statistics, reflecting the real modern problems. The con-
ference participants raised topical issues that are among the main principles aimed at the 
implementation of the Development Strategy of Rosstat and the system of state statistics of 
the Russian Federation until 2024. Among them are: “ensuring the independence of state 
statistics; ensuring the maximum quality (completeness, reliability, efficiency, and consist-
ency) and availability of official statistical information, as well as its usefulness for making 
managerial decisions at all levels of government and administration; increasing confidence 
in official statistical information; ensuring the availability of impersonal primary statistical 

1 Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: opportunities, historical and social experience 
and new challenges. http://socio.isu.ru/ru/news/newsitem.html?action=show&id=7028 (accessed: 
10.04.2020).
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data for scientific research and the creation of applications for working with open data 
(data-first)”1. Particular attention should be paid to raising the question of the use of new 
scientific methods, software products, information technologies in statistics in the context 
of digitalization of modern society. Given the relevance and methodological value of the 
issues raised by the conference participants on the development of statistics in Russia and 
its individual regions, we consider the results of this conference as a joint contribution to the 
development of Rosstat’s strategy.

The reports contained theses that modern information processes traced in the society give 
a new format for the quality of incoming statistical information. In this regard, the require-
ments for government statistics should be significantly increased. In modern conditions, 
the demand for new state statistics is formed as a management technology. The statistics, 
as the conference showed, having integrated into the modern interdisciplinary field, made 
it possible to see new ways and prospects for the development of Russian regions in vari-
ous industries and spheres. The conceptual provisions and statistical data presented by the 
conference participants made it possible to see all the diversity and complexity of existing 
approaches in the analysis and assessment of the current stage of the strategic development 
of Russia and its regions2.

Summarizing the results of the event, I. V. Ivanova, Head of the Territorial Body of the 
Federal State Statistics Service for Irkutsk region, thanked all the speakers of the conference 
for their participation and noted that responsibility of the state statistics bodies in modern 
conditions is significantly increasing.

T. I. Grabelnykh, Co-Chair of the Conference Organizing Committee, Professor at ISU, 
Doctor of Sociological Sciences, Professor, Deputy Chairman of the Commission on Science 
and Education of the Public Chamber of Irkutsk region, stressed: “today, Russia, like the 
whole world, is going through a crucial period in its development. Our country establishes new 
points of growth, forms new ideas about national security and welfare under the impact of new 
challenges. It seems to me that we managed to get a unique cross-section of socio-economic, 
demographic, migration and socio-cultural situations, problems of national and demograph-
ic security, public administration, planning and regulation, territorial development, market 
and digital economy, etc. in every Russian region (from Kaliningrad region to Kamchatka 
Territory)”3. We believe that the Irkutsk Region is a serious scientific-practical and scien-
tific-educational platform for discussing system-wide problems inherent in modern Russia.

Based on the materials of the conference, a collection of scientific papers was published 
and a Resolution was presented.

1 The development strategy of Rosstat and the system of state statistics of the Russian Federation 
until 2024 (approved by the Ministry of Economic Development of Russia on 09/06/2019 
No. MO-104). https://www.gks.ru/storage/mediabank/Strategy.pdf (accessed: 10.04.2020).

2 Statistics in the strategic development of Russia: opportunities, historical and social experience 
and new challenges. http://socio.isu.ru/ru/news/newsitem.html?action=show&id=7028 (accessed: 
10.04.2020).

3 Ibid.
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