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Tyumen Regional Duma held a large-scale event for Social Sciences community—
the Fifth Tyumen International Sociological Forum “Social Transformation Dynam-
ics of the Russian Society: Regional Aspects”. Many scientists participated, includ-
ing representatives of Educational and Research Institutions, students, and post-
graduates. The main objectives of the Forum were discussion of actual problems, 
experience exchange, and summing up the research results of social transformation 
dynamics of the Russian society, socio-cultural and socio-economical moderniza-
tion of Russia and its regions.

The Forum was organized by the Tyumen Region Government, Tyumen Regional 
Duma, University of Tyumen, Tyumen Industrial University, Surgut State University, 
RAS Federal Sociological Centre, RAS Institute of Philosophy, and Russian Socio-
logical Society. The Chairmen of Organizing Committee were: S.M. Sarychev, Tyumen 
Region Vice-Governor, Candidate of Sociological Sciences; Y.M. Konev, Vice-Chair-
man of Committee on Agricultural and Land Matters of Tyumen Regional Duma, Dr. 
habil. of Sociology, Professor; G.Ph. Kutsev, Academic Director of University of 
Tyumen, Dr. habil. of Philosophy, Member of Russian Academy of Education.

The Forum has been held biennially since the year of 2009. The number of the 
Fifth Tyumen International Sociological Forum participants amounts to 248 scientists 
from 40 regions of the Russian Federation and from six countries: The Republic of 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Poland, the USA, and South Korea. The Forum grew 
and developed, enforcing its status in the scientific community. This year for the 
first time, it has acquired the status of an international event. The Fifth Tyumen 
International Sociological Forum materials collection contains 225 scientific reports 
of 248 authors, among them 3 RAS Corresponding Members, a RAE Member, 70 
Drs. habil. and 115 Candidates of Sciences.

What did it start with? Let us quote some numbers: in October 2009, the First 
Tyumen International Sociological Forum was attended by 150 scientists from 18 
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regions of Russia (Moscow, the Republic of Karelia, the Republic of Tatarstan, the 
Krasnoyarsk Territory, the Perm Territory, Volgograd, Kursk, Novosibirsk, Omsk, 
Tula, Tyumen, Saratov, Sverdlovsk, Smolensk, Ulyanovsk, Chelyabinsk Regions, 
KhMAA and YNAA, and also guests from Latvia) and 120 students, taking part 
in panels’ work.

According to Sergei Sarychev, Tyumen Region Vice-Governor, the Sociological 
Forum had become a traditional site for academic and research understanding of 
actual problems of Russian Regions’ socio-economical development. He emphasized 
that the increase in numbers of forum participants and in geographical scope reveals 
its high academic and research relevance within the scientific community and state 
legislative and executive bodies.

Sergei Korepanov, Tyumen Regional Duma Chairman noted that he expected to 
receive from forum participants specific recommendations realization of which 
would serve to the population’s life standards increase, innovational and techno-
logical development of Russia’s regions.

Jean Toshchenko, RAS Corresponding Member, Professor, Chief Editor of Social 
Research Magazine, Principal Researcher of RAS Federal Scientific Research 
Sociological Centre presented his plenary paper at the Forum. His report was de-
voted to modernization of human labour activity motivations. As explained by the 
Academician, employment itself is a key problem of labour in modern Russia. In 
the second part of the last century the main sense of labour was patriotism. Now-
adays the very paid labour becomes the value people strain after. Only 31% of 
compatriots are afraid to lose their workplace. Also Jean Terentievich in his report 
informed the audience of a new social class—“precariat” with its such main dis-
tinctive features as irregular employment, unstable social position, low level income, 
social insecurity, and vagueness of life projects.

The report of Gennady Philippovich Kutsev, a RAE Member, Professor, Aca-
demic Director of University of Tyumen, was devoted to the development of soci-
ological patterns of education in the digital era. He attracted attention of the audience 
to the priority-oriented role of education in the process of human capital assets 
formation and development, noted the connection between the level of education 
and success of an individual or a state in general.

Important topics were covered by famous Russian scientists, working at RAS 
Federal Scientific Research Sociological Centre. Thus, V.V. Markin, Director of 
Regional Sociology and Conflict Resolution Studies Centre, Dr. habil. of Sociology, 
Professor dwelt upon “Regions in the social space of Russia: some lessons of modern 
crisis situation”; Z.T. Golenkova, Director of Social Structure and Society Stratifi-
cation Research Centre, Dr. habil. of Philosophy, Professor revealed “Social aspects 
of labour behaviour in modern Russia”; D.L. Konstantinovskiy, Dr. habil. of Sociology, 
Professor shed light on the problem of “Expansion and differentiation of Higher 
Education”. Of great interest were reports by Y.V. Latov, Dr. habil. of Sociology 
“Inter-urban differentiation of modernization values expansion in modern Russia”, 
by T.A. Gurko, Dr. habil. of Sociology “Marital relations development and realization 
of marital policy concept in the Russian Federation”, and also by A.A. Shabunova, 
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Dr. habil. of Economics, Interim Director of Vologda RAS Scientific Centre “Spatial 
aspects of Russian society socio-cultural transformation”.

Special attention was attracted to Dr. habil., Professor, Chief Editor of Region 
Magazine (Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, South Korea) who introduced 
to the participants of the forum the results of his research “City branding in post-So-
viet Russia: local symbols and identities”.

Further the Forum functioned within five panels: “Culture, ideology, religion 
in modern society: tendencies, determinants, factors”; “Particular aspects of 
Institute of Education development in Russia and abroad, transformations of 
regional educational subsystems”; “Political governmental context of social 
transformations in Russian regions”; “Comparative analysis of socio-cultural and 
socio-economical modernization processes in the regions of Russia: polypara-
digmal approach”; “Social transformations in the sphere of Economics of Russian 
regions functioning: tendencies, determinants, factors”. Besides panel work, 
training workshops, master-classes, exhibitions and presentations of the scientific 
research results took place

It has become a good tradition during the second day of the Sociological Forum 
to host The School of Young Sociologist, which presupposes leading expert soci-
ologists to meet young scientists, post-graduates, and students. This time nine 
scientists conversed with inquisitive students and post-graduates. The sociological 
school was opened by Gennady Kutsev, a RAE Member, Dr. habil. of Philosophy, 
Academic Director of University of Tyumen, emphasizing the importance of the 
role Sociology plays in the life of society and the youth participation in science 
development. He also noted that nowadays Sociology is a dynamically developing 
science, highly prestigious and promising for sociologists-practitioners and 
theoreticians.

Jean Toshchenko, Chief Editor of Social Research Magazine, RAS Corresponding 
Member, and Professor gave young scientists some advice on proper publications 
paperwork in compliance with the requirements of the best scientific magazines.

A multi-page Forum materials collection is the best proof of the given scientific 
event actuality and of the social reality aspects multiplicity, the aspects being thor-
oughly examined by the participating scientists.

Summarizing the Forum results, a resolution containing recommendations to the 
agencies of state administration and scientific community was adopted.
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