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The construction of a new global model of the world order, a multipolar world that 
replaced the bipolar concept, is marked by spatial and time change of cultural, political, 
and economic centres, which inevitably entails strengthening of the positions of states 
in foreign policy, strengthening of relations of world powers on a variety of issues. The 
shift of centers should contribute to the harmonization of international relations, ac-
celeration of the social and cultural integration of the citizens of these states, and re-
jection of political and cultural hegemony. At the same time, in order to achieve geo-
political goals and preserve the status of the state as a center of power in the 
international arena, the means of ’soft power’ are used, which allows to get results for 
a long time and do not require constant external pressure”1. The concept of “soft pow-
er” implies cultural and political values, public diplomacy, economic attractiveness of 
the country, its symbolic capital in the form of image, reputation, and authority. The 
means of “soft power” are education, language, culture, science, and international re-
lations, which, on the one hand, is a potential, and on the other, a resource for building 
long-term partnership and friendly relations among countries.

Researchers reflecting on the concept of “soft power” as a means of world geopol-
itics, point out its difference from other means of the non-force influence of countries, 
for example, propaganda. In this comparative analysis, “soft power” is associated with 

1 Matveenko Yu. I., Galaeva M. G. 2015. “’Myagkaya sila’ kak faktor sovremennoj geo-
politiki” [“Soft Power” as a Factor of Modern Geopolitics]. PolitBook, no 1, p. 165-179.
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a positive connotation, in particular, with the formation of a trusting environment in 
which countries have the “right of choice.” Here, the priority is given to long-term 
interaction, the establishment of an open dialogue, in the center of which is subject-sub-
ject relations, rejection of manipulative strategies towards a partner country1. One of 
the manifestations of “soft power” is the integration of international scientific-research 
groups. This form of cooperation is a kind of transdisciplinary research opportunity, 
expanding methodological and cultural boundaries of scientific disciplines and aca-
demic communities, bringing together friendly countries.

The collaboration of Russian scientists – sociologists, economists, geographers, phi-
losophers, and ethnosociologists from Altai State Agricultural University, Altai State 
Technical University, Altai Classical University, Institute of Philosophy and Law of the 
Siberian Branch of the RAS; and Indian scientists from the Kalp Foundation, whose 
focus is on the comparative approach to the study of the sociocultural and biospheric 
systems of Altai and the Himalayas, represents the scientific community of our countries. 
The collective monograph of the scientists Altai and the Himalayas as the unique cul-
tural and biospheric regions of Eurasia contributes to the development of bilateral rela-
tions, and the effect of non-intrusive “soft power” here is obvious. Modern Russian-In-
dian relations are based on strategic economic and political partnership, the development 
of the defense industry, and participation in international alliances. Russia and India, 
while preserving a bright identity of each state, are dealing with many similar problems—
both at the domestic and international level2. The interest of Russian scientists in the 
study of Indian culture, philosophy, literature, philology, and ethnographic research is 
noted in the works of scientific Indological schools3, departments4, and centres5.

The difference of this scientific work lies in multidisciplinarity. The work shows 
various aspects of the extensive problem field, which contributes to the acquisition of 
new theoretical and applied knowledge. The strong grip of hands in a friendly dance, 
captured on the cover of the monograph, chosen as a visual material, opens the pages 
of the narrative about the cultural and historical memory, social and ethnic identity of 
the Altai and the Himalayas population, their historical role in the world creation.

1 Lebedeva M. M. 2017. ‘Myagkaya sila’: ponyatie i podhody [Soft power: the concept and 
approaches]. MGIMO Review of International Relations, no 3 (54), pp. 212-223.

2 Ivashchencev G. Rossiya-Indiya: partnerstvo v deystvii [Russia-India: Partnership in Ac-
tion] Accessed 2 May 2018. http://russiancouncil.ru/analytics-and-comments/analytics/
rossiya-indiya-partnerstvo-v-deystvii/ 

3 Famous Petersburg Indological School of professors I. P. Minaev, S. F. Oldenburg, and F. 
I. Shcherbatskaya, Department of Indian Philology, Faculty of Asian and African Studies, 
St. Petersburg State University.

4 Department of Philosophy and Culture of the Orient, Institute of Philosophy, St. Petersburg 
State University; Department of History of South Asia, Institute of Asian and African 
Countries, Lomonosov Moscow State University The Department of History and Philol-
ogy of South and Central Asia, Institute of Oriental and Classical Studies, Russian State 
University for the Humanities; Department of Pacific Asia, Institute of Oriental Studies 
- School of Regional and International Studies, Far Eastern Federal University.

5 Center of Indian Studies, Department of Theory and History of International Relations, 
St. Petersburg State University; Jawaharlal Nehru Cultural Centre at the Embassy of the 
Republic of India in the Russian Federation.
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The structure of the monograph is represented by four sections, each of which re-
cords the transformations of space and time of social institutions of mountain regions, 
the vital worlds of the population of Kinnaur and Uimon Valley, the features of the 
influence of glocal processes on the sustainable development of regions caught in the 
research focus and camera lens of Russian and Indian scientists. In the conclusion of 
the major study, recommendations are formulated, which allows considering the sci-
entific work as a valuable contribution to the array of transdisciplinary works in both 
theoretical and practical aspects.

The authors begin the narrative with a philosophical understanding of the role of Sibe-
ria and Northern India that “served and serve the purpose of reconciliation of peoples 
after bloody wars, act as a place of intensive dialogue between peoples and cultures” 
[p. 47]. The first section of the monograph presents the importance of the transportation 
and energy and Siberia-India cultural bridge in the system of Eurasian megaprojects. 
Scientists pay attention to the works of the Roerich family and N. S. Gumilyov. The fol-
lowing section presents the results of a sociological study carried out in the tradition of 
the quantitative methodology by Altai-Himalayan Initiative, an Indo-Russian internation-
al research group in Kinnaur, Himachal Pradesh state. The topic of this research is My 
vital world. The ethnographic immersion into the world of Kinnaur’s inhabitants through 
social, cultural, and religious practices of everyday life allows interpreting the role of 
traditional values in the context of global processes, the influence of which is becoming 
more and more tangible through the mobile system of generations’ values. The scale of 
values includes family, religion, education, work, attitude to material wealth, spiritual 
practices, level of ecological consciousness, ethnic identity, the influence of information 
technologies on lifestyle, and social cohesion with different groups of the population.

For the majority of the population, the survey results emphasize the importance of 
maintaining traditional values and enhancing the priority of existence among representa-
tives of one group of different ethnicity, although this does not at all represent the ethno-
centrism of this community. The opinions of the respondents regarding the further devel-
opment scenario of India illustrate the strong traditional values and links with the 
historical and cultural heritage, which is manifested in the answers about the need to choose 
their own unique path, taking into account their historical experience and best practices 
of other countries. The study determined that the lack of knowledge about The Altai Re-
public and the Indo-Russian relations is not an obstacle in the development of the two 
countries. Summarizing the results of the research, the authors give an expert assessment 
in questions of the prospects for expanding the problematic theoretical and empirical field.

The ethnographic description of Uimon Valley immerses the reader in the autheutic 
culture, history, and mythology of the population living in this territory. A comparative 
quantitative study conducted among the residents of the Ust-Koksinsky district of the 
Altai Republic confirms the importance of traditional values, among which is family, 
friendly relations with neighbors and colleagues. The differences were identified in the 
system of values, social attitudes of the population of Kinnaur and Uimon Valley in mat-
ters of professional competence and information technology consumption in everyday 
life, religion, which reflects functioning and state of social institutions, ethnic identity.

Researchers come to the conclusion based on the knowledge that “neotraditionalism, 
in general, is a basis of the modern ethnosocial development of both regions studied” 
[p. 183]. Traditional knowledge of the population, according to the researchers, requires 
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special attention to the part of the state in the form of a system of measures for preser-
vation and reproduction of traditional culture. The formation of an integrated scientific, 
cultural, economic, and educational cooperation is strategically important in the devel-
opment of relations. In our opinion, in this case, we can talk about the use of the political 
tool of “soft power”, directly related to such a concept as non-violence (that is, ahimsa), 
which has been a keynote through the whole history of an already independent India1.

The authors analyze the nature of globalization influences on the original culture of 
ethnic groups, lifestyle, and values in the context of the concept of neotraditionalism. The 
researchers distinguish negative factors that affect the quality of life of the Altai population: 
reconstruction of the household, regression of the village, its mono-ethnization, the for-
mation of closed urban ethnic groups, ethnic conflicts. At the same time, the researchers, 
based on empirical data, come to the conclusion about the dominance of traditional values, 
the role of collective action, consciousness, which continue to dominate the market-lib-
eral values. Thus, the scientists confirm the research hypothesis about the prevalence of 
well-established values, attitudes, worldview, and the lifestyle of the mountain regions 
population. Issues related to the analysis of the physical living space, territories filled with 
the sacred meaning of human and nature interaction, which reinforces the social signifi-
cance of space, do not escape from the research attention. The importance of the noospher-
ic principles of interaction is emphasized, which illustrates the level of spirituality and 
environmental awareness through the attitude to the territory of life, the territory of mean-
ing. The authors make recommendations for the elaboration of an economic model for the 
development of mountainous regions of Russia and India, the attention is focused on the 
possibilities of organic agriculture, the advantages of this approach are pointed out, as well 
as the potential of the “green” economy of Altai and the Himalayas.

A striking accent in the study is the appeal to the works by N. K. Roerich and S. N. Ro-
erich, whose legacy has had and continues to influence the culture of the two countries. 
In addition to the comparative analysis, the monograph shows the petroglyphic heritage 
of Altai and the Himalayas. In the end, the research interest shifts towards the gender 
subject matter, the archetypical images of a woman in Ochy-Bala, the Altai epos and in 
the Indian Puranas are analyzed. At the end of the collective work, the scientists focus 
on biospheric similarity, historical memory, and dialogue of cultures as meaning-making 
factors that reveal the commonality of the Altai and the Himalayas population.

The reviewed collective monograph can undoubtedly be regarded as a significant 
contribution to the corpus of comparative studies devoted to the analysis of the socio-
cultural and political aspects of Russian-Indian relations and bilateral interaction of 
the countries. Preserving the authenticity of lifestyle through consumer and cultural 
practices of everyday life in the context of globalization processes is progressively 
increasing the importance of traditional values. The incorporation of transdisciplinary 
knowledge into the understanding of culture, economics, social interactions of the 
population, biospheric functions of Altai and the Himalayas makes the collective work 
particularly important for scientists, diplomats, and politicians. This is another research 
perspective on the problem, the perspective that allows the readers to touch two dif-
ferent, but somewhat similar worlds.

1 Pechishcheva L. Strana jogi i Bollivuda [Country of Yoga and Bollywood]. Russia Inter-
national Affairs Council. Accessed 25 April 2018.


