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Abstract. This article analyses the uncharted changes in the structure of the life attitudes and 
value orientations of the population in the Krasnoyarsk Region for the 26 years of the country’s 
socio-economic shift. The author analyses the respondents’ meaning of life in the two capacities: 
1) the prospects for the desired future and 2) the orientations at finite and pragmatic values. This 
study relies on five representative studies in the region with the help of formalised interviews 
with comparable methodologies. The analysis of the data obtained has employed the methods of 
mathematical statistics (correlation and factor analysis). The author uses the notion of hierarchical 
level of value orientations on a 7-level scale of needs, in accordance with a modified Maslow’s 
hierarchy of needs. The study covers occurring transformation of life attitudes and orientations of 
the region’s population as well in the context of E. Fromm’s dichotomy of “being” and “having”. 
The results show three image types of the desired future, the social values and characteristics of 
which were analysed then: 1) Material wealth and prestige, 2) Work and family, and 3) Spiritual 
and moral development. The author establishes that the set of attitudes referring to the desired 
future’s image type Material wealth and the related finite and pragmatic values correspond to the 
prevailing type of social order in Russia. He shows that, in the mass consciousness of the Kras-
noyarsk Territory’s population, there was a rise in the value orientations involving prestige-con-
sumerism, hedonism, and family-prestige. The regional society requires more social practices 
based on values of lower levels close to the pole of “having”. Accordingly, it is transitioning 
from the survival to development stage. During the study period, the respondents’ confidence 
in fulfilling their image of the desired future nearly doubled. The author concludes that a large 
part of the regions’ population adapts to the current social situation socially, psychologically, 
and morally. The spread of the public life views and orientations of lower levels is an important 
factor that determines the continued social change, which prevents the society from achieving 
a higher level of development.
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INTRODUCTION
The changes in Russian society in more than a quarter-century have seriously af-
fected the value-semantic sphere of the individual, the most important element of 
which is the meaning of life. That includes more than just the borders and popula-
tion. The fact that the communist ideology has gone into oblivion, and the so-
cio-economic formation has changed (new scientific and political discussions are 
ongoing about the characteristics of the new system and its concrete definition, 
though it is not relevant to this article) helps to understand the current realities of 
the Russian life. Of course, there have been significant changes in the value orien-
tations of the country’s population, the quintessence of which is the understanding 
of the meaning of life. We find that, in research and management practice, the in-
fluence of the system of the population’s values on the formation of the social 
structure and socio-economic development is rarely taken into account. A very 
popular approach revolves around the “socio-economic basis” being the main de-
terminant of both sociocultural processes and features of the spiritual life of soci-
ety. Meanwhile, people’s notions of the meaning of life are not only the result of 
the influence by socio-economic and socio-cultural processes; they are also an 
active independent factor of social transformations. Questions arise as in what 
direction our society has progressed over the past quarter of a century: was it to 
spirituality and altruism, or to selfishness and consumerism?

This influences the country’s further development to a significant degree. Yet 
both the structure and the trends of such important basic value orientations of the 
Siberians, as their meaningful value orientations, have not been studied fully.

Literature review
Sociological studies of meanings go back to the works by such renowned world 
sociologists as É. Durkheim [4] and T. Parsons [17, 18]. A significant contribution 
to the development of the sociological approach to the analysis of meaning belongs 
to A. Schütz, who viewed it as the central category in the analysis of social reality. 
We should also note the important role of J. Alexander [1], Z. Bauman [2], P. Berg-
er [3], E. Hoffmann [6, 7], and T. Lukman [3] among other contemporary Western 
sociologists.

In contemporary Russian sociology, people’s notions of the meaning of life have 
been studied since 1980s, e.g., in the fundamental work by L. N. Kogan [11]. Lat-
er, we published the monograph The Meaning of Life: Problems and Searches 
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(1990, Kiev: Politizdat). Particular interest belongs to the recently published works 
by Zh. T. Toshchenko, who analyses this phenomenon from the standpoint of the 
sociology of life [30, p. 3-14]. According to him, 

“If we define the concept of ‘meaning’, then it is necessary to understand the 
essential, most important value orientations to achieve the goals that determine 
the main content of their life. To a certain extent, this is the ultimate goal, which 
can act both as a generalised value and as the leader in the main types of people’s 
activities“ [31, p. 9]. 

Therefore, an important methodological problem in the sociological studies of 
the meaning of human life is the classification of values. In the contemporary so-
ciology, there are various approaches and the corresponding research methods to 
solving this issue. Many Western and Russian researchers showed great interest in 
the approaches to the values classification and the methods based on them, pub-
lished by M. Rokich [21, 22], G. Hofstede [9], Sh. Schwartz [24-27], R. Inglehart, 
K. Welzel, H. D. Klingemann [32, 33], among others.

Since the late 1980s, on Inglehart’s initiative, an international longitudinal World 
Values Survey has been carried out, covering about 100 countries (including Rus-
sia). Inglehart used an abridged version of the technique created by Sh. Schwartz 
for the empirical verification of his approach. Inglehart, relying on the World Val-
ues Survey 1989-1991 (conducted in 43 countries around the world), established 
important features of the inhabitants of rich and poor countries. They expressed 
the uniqueness of the population’s value orientations through the prism of two 
scales: “traditional values — secular-rational values” and “survival values — ex-
pression values” [10]. 

Among these approaches, an important place belongs to the concept based on 
Abraham Maslow’s theory on the hierarchical structure of human needs [13]. Its 
widely used version contains five levels; there is also a “seven-level” version, where 
the top level is the need for self-expression (personal growth). The latter distin-
guishes further three sublevels: 1) cognitive needs, 2) aesthetic needs, and 3) needs 
for personal fulfilment.

Any type of society can be characterised by the prevalence of a certain level of 
needs with a set of inherent values. In accordance with Maslow’s hierarchy, Ingle-
hart’s scale “survival — expression” demonstrates the process of transition from 
the realisation of physiological needs to the satisfaction of higher human intentions. 

The questionnaire, based on Schwartz’s approach, was the foundation for the 
European Social Research. The data, obtained with its help in Russia, were com-
pared to the value orientations of the inhabitants of most European countries (see 
V. S. Magun and M. G. Rudnev [12, p. 245]). N. S. Mastikova [14, p. 36] also 
carried out a comparative analysis of the studies of the values of the inhabitants of 
Russia and Europe in 1990–1912. A number of studies (including Yu. A. Popkov’s 
and M. A. Ryabova’s) analysed the value orientations of various groups of Siberia’s 
population [19, 23]. In several Siberian regions, according to the interregional 
program Sociocultural Evolution of Russia and its Regions, there were studies, 
which used the methodology of studying value orientations developed by a corre-
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sponding member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, prof. N. I. Lapin. Yet so 
far, the meaningful ideas and orientations of the inhabitants of the macroregion 
have been insufficiently studied. 

Research approach
Back in 1990, based on the activity oriented, structural, and functional approach-
es, as well as the methodological principle of the minimal universe, and relying 
on the contemporary scientific world image, we developed an innovative socio-
logical concept of the meaning of life. This concept “represents a stable, dominant 
direction of group or individual consciousness, which is directly manifested in 
the social activities of the individual and has a social value”. It acts as a hierar-
chical system of dispositions, covering various “levels” of individual and mass 
consciousness, as well as unconscious, rational, and affective elements. Accord-
ingly, its implementation requires the use of various projective and other methods 
that have a psychological origin, as well as the use of mathematical statistics for 
data processing: correlation, regression, and factor analysis. Based on the 
post-nonclassical universal theoretical-methodological approach (that we have 
developed), ten conceptions of the meaning of life were singled out [16, pp. 269-
276]. 

In this work, the meaning of life is viewed through the prism of the image of the 
desired future, acting as one of the forms of social representations, which has an 
intense temporal component. This article analyses value expression of the meaning 
of life in the context of population orientations towards terminal and instrumental 
values.

In contemporary sociological science, as in psychology, the notion of a hier-
archical structure of needs, value orientations, attitudes, dispositions, and other 
similar phenomena is widespread. The approaches that share such views, include 
the hierarchy of needs (which is associated with the hierarchical system of cor-
responding values) developed by one of the founders of humanistic psycholo-
gy—A. Maslow, which contains the seven levels of the system of personality 
phenomena (including value orientations) presented in transpersonal psychology 
and sociology. V. A. Yadov’s four levels of personality dispositions belong here 
as well, same as the four levels of the depth of meaning of life, singled out by 
G. Ricker and P. Wong [20]. 

Since the late 1980s, we have relied in our research on the seven-level system 
of values. This hierarchy is based on the principles “from the material to the 
spiritual” and “from egoism to altruism”. Since birth, a person has seven types of 
needs (Maslow). The contemporary hierarchy, based on contemporary research, is 
as follows: 

“0. need for destruction (including self-destruction); 1. physiological needs; 
2. need for security; 3. need for communion and love; 4. need for respect (rev-
erence); 5. cognitive and moral needs; 6. creative and aesthetic needs, needs for 
personal expression and fulfilment; 7. socially-altruistic and spiritual needs” 
[15, p. 35-41]. 
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They correspond to certain values directly interconnected with the social situa-

tion. If there is a growth in the values, based on the zero-level needs, that can be 
an indicator of the whole society changing towards self-destruction. The first-lev-
el values reflect a survival phase. Development is the key of the second level of 
values. On the next (third) level, the society becomes stable and independent. The 
fourth level sees social transformation to social well-being and harmonious devel-
opment. Only at this level, social and moral standards become effective public 
regulators.

The subsequent levels denote higher stages of a person’s spiritual development, 
which are yet insufficiently realised in contemporary human societies. We also 
share E. Fromm’s approach, according to which there are two modes of human 
existence, or two deep principles: 

“Empirical anthropological and psychoanalytic data tend to demonstrate that 
having and being are two fundamental modes of experience, the respective 
strengths of which determine the differences between the characters of individ-
uals and various types of social character” [5, p. 203]. 

We have used 17 terminal and 17 instrumental values. The belonging of a par-
ticular value to a certain level was determined by the method of peer review.

Research hypothesis
In 1991-2016, there was a decrease in the hierarchical level of the value content 
of meaningful representations and orientations of the population of the Krasnoyarsk 
Territory, which was reflected in the growth of prestige-consumer, hedonistic, and 
family-prestigious orientations, on the one hand, and decrease in cultural and mor-
al orientations on the other. 

METHODS
This article relies on the materials of five empirical studies conducted by sociolo-
gists from Krasnoyarsk State University (since 2006 — Siberian Federal Univer-
sity) in the second largest Russian region — the Krasnoyarsk Territory. The survey 
questioned 

 � in 1991 — 1,488 respondents; 
 � 2005 — 1,800 respondents; 
 � 2010 — 1,000 respondents1;
 � 2015 — 1,568 respondents2;
 � 2016 — 1,000 respondents.

1 The research of 2010 was supported by the Russian Fund for the Humanities, project No 
10-03-00001a Peculiarities of the Socio-cultural Portrait of the Krasnoyarsk Territory.

2 The research of 2015 was supported by the Russian Foundation for the Humanities, pro-
ject No 13-03-00379a Dynamics of Socio-cultural Processes in the East Siberian Region 
in the Context of Contemporary Modernisation of Russia (The Case of Sociological Re-
search in the Krasnoyarsk Territory).
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In 1991, 2005, and 2010, the survey employed formalised interviews, in 2015 

and 2016—semi-formalised interviews. In all these cases, stratified, multistage, 
regionalised, and quota sampling was used, represented in accordance with the 
respondents’ age, education, and the settlements’ structure of the region. In 1991 
and 2005, the survey covered 32 and 30 different settlements in the region, respec-
tively. In 2010, 2015, and in February 2016, the study covered 28 cities, towns, 
and rural settlements of the Krasnoyarsk Territory. 

The toolkit, used in the studies, included several blocks of indices. Three groups 
of indices and corresponding scales were used to analyse the respondents’ mean-
ingful representations and orientations. The first was aimed at studying the image 
of the desired future. The merits of such methodology include not only the meas-
urement of the respondents’ attitude to certain ideas about the future, but also their 
assessment of the possibility of their implementation. This methodology was in-
cluded in the questionnaires in 1991, 2005, and 2010, as well as in 2015 and 2016 
(and in many other studies, not represented in this paper).

“A respondent was asked the question Imagine yourself in 10 years. Which fea-
tures, in your opinion, will be present in your life? (choose one answer option in 
each line). Using the three-point scale of ‘necessarily’, ‘possibly’, ‘unlikely’, they 
were to evaluate the following elements of the image of their desired future: 1. 
sports activities; 2. material wellbeing; 3. religious faith; 4. prestige, admiration 
by others; 5. facilities for recreation and entertainment; 6. good family; 7. leading 
position; 8. interesting and/or creative work; 9. regularly reading books, visiting 
theatres or concerts of ‘serious’ music; 10. living for the sake of other people, 
regardless of profession, position, often to the detriment of one’s own interests; 
11. spiritual development and moral self-improvement” [16, p. 277].

Two other questions were aimed at studying terminal values (values–goals) and 
instrumental values (values–means) in the respondents’ mass consciousness: 

“Terminal values: What is the most important in your life? (choose no more than 
5 most important values-goals): 1. comfortable life; 2. health; 3. love; 4. clear 
conscience; 5. power and influence over people; 6. material wellbeing; 7. ben-
efiting other people; 8. creativity; 9. good life; 10. justice; 11. prosperity of the 
homeland; 12. family; 13. finding the meaning of life; 14. career; 15. the future 
of children; 16. independence; 17. favourite occupation.
Instrumental values: What, do you think, is necessary for achieving life goals? 
(choose no more than 5 most important values-means): 1. high morality; 2. high 
social position; 3. skill of lying; 4. education; 5. religious faith; 6. prudence; 7. 
collectivism; 8. exercise; 9. the use of magic, witchcraft; 10. kindness; 11. re-
sponsibility; 12. honesty; 13. rigidity; 14. money; 15. skill of dealing with peo-
ple; 16. diligence; 17. initiative, entrepreneurship” [16, p. 123].

These indices were listed in questionnaires, which helped the studies in the 
Krasnoyarsk Territory in 2005 and 2015. The studies in 2010 and 2015 used the 
toolkit developed under the Interregional Program Sociocultural Evolution of 
Russia and its Regions; in 2016, the survey included a number of comparable 
indices.
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All this allowed identifying two trends: changes in the views of the region’s 

population on their desired future in 1991–2016 and the trends of respondents’ 
orientations relative to terminal and instrumental values in 2005–2015. In addition, 
using the indices from the 2015 questionnaire allowed analysing respondents’ var-
ious social characteristics with the focus on certain types of image of the future, 
as well as their value content.

RESULTS
Changes in the representations of the desired future  

by the region’s inhabitants
There have been significant changes among the views of Krasnoyarsk residents 
about the desired future in the period in 1991–2016. Consider the opinion of those 
respondents who chose the option necessarily on the proposed scale (Fig. 1). Ac-
cording to the results of the survey conducted in 1991, the most significant element 
of the image of the desired future was a “good family” (as chosen by 36% of re-
spondents). The rest of its elements lagged significantly behind the preferences of 
respondents, as well as their confidence in the implementation of these intentions. 
It should be noted that for 26 years, the confidence of the surveyed residents of the 
Krasnoyarsk Territory has increased significantly in terms of their possibilities of 
realising this or that concept of their image of the desired future. If in 1991, an 
average of 16.4% of the respondents chose the answer “definitely”, by 2016, their 
number increased to 29.5%. This indicates a number of positive trends in the de-
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Fig. 1. The trends in the views on the desired future  
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velopment of both regional and Russian societies, which led to a significant expan-
sion of opportunities for the population’s personal fulfilment. However, it is im-
portant to answer the question of how the residents of the region intend to fulfil 
their goals since more than a quarter of a century since the first research.

In 2016, the most important and achievable element of the image of the desired 
future for the region’s residents was a “good family”—according to 71% of re-
spondents (the proportion of respondents who noted it as “mandatory” increased 
two times). At the same time, in the mass consciousness of the residents, two more 
ideas of the desired future have come forward: “prosperity”—54% (the share of 
those oriented towards it grew 3.2 times) and “good opportunities for recreation 
and entertainment”—45% (grew 2.8 times). The respondents’ orientation has in-
creased most sharply, as has their opinion on the possibility of realising this idea — 
“for prestige, admiration of others”—5.4 times (27% of respondents). The value 
of the element “executive position” (23%) increased 3.8 times, 2.2 times — “in-
teresting, creative work” (32%), 1.7 — “active sports” (30%), 1.6 — “religious 
faith” (26%), 1.3—“life for the sake of other people, regardless of one’s profession, 
position, and place of residence” (16%), 1.3 — “spiritual development, moral 
self-improvement” (31%). Orientation on “regular reading of books, visits to the-
atres, concerts of ‘serious’ music” remained at the same level (24%).

As we can see, since the beginning of the “construction of capitalism” among 
the inhabitants of our country (as noted by the researches in this region), the pres-
tige-consumer, hedonistic, and power orientations have increased significantly. The 
same can be said about taking care of one’s health (e.g., playing sports) and creat-
ing a good family.

The orientation towards religious faith has grown significantly. However, spiritual 
and moral orientations have just slightly increased, and the importance of cultural 
life remains at the same level.

Analysing the meaning of life in the unity of not only mass consciousness, but 
also mass unconscious, requires using factor analysis in this case. It has shown that, 
according to the data obtained in 2005, two enlarged orientations can be identified.

 � F-1 — a factor that has a much higher descriptive power than the next one. 
It expresses the prestige-consumer image of the desired future: good oppor-
tunities for recreation, entertainment; material wealth; prestige, admiration 
of others; leading position; active sports; interesting, creative work; good 
family. Communality is 38%.

 � F-2 characterises the spiritually altruistic and cultural-moral image of the 
desired future of the respondents. It unites the orientation towards spiritual 
development, moral self-improvement; life for the sake of other people, 
regardless of one’s profession and position, often to the detriment of one’s 
own interests; regular reading of books, visits to theatres, concerts of “seri-
ous” music; religious faith. Accordingly, communality is 18% [16, p. 374].

The analysis of data obtained in 2016 has established that the mass unconscious 
of the respondents contains two enlarged latent variables that characterise their 
meaningful orientations.
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 � F-1 defines the prestige-consumer image of the desired future: the orientation 
of respondents to the prestige, admiration by others; material wealth; leading 
position; good opportunities for recreation, entertainment; active sports; a 
good family; interesting, creative work. The descriptive strength of the fac-
tor is 46.8%.

 � F-2 expresses the cultural, moral and religious altruistic image of the desired 
future: orientation to regular reading of books, visits to theatres, concerts of 
“serious” music; spiritual development, moral self-improvement; life for the 
sake of other people, regardless of one’s profession and position, often to 
the detriment of one’s own interests; religious faith — 13.5%.

Consequently, over the 16-year period of transformation of the latent structure 
of the representations of the region’s inhabitants, the desired future was expressed 
using E. Fromm’s terminology, first of all, in strengthening the “locus of having” 
and weakening the “locus of being”.

It can be concluded that the constructive altruistic and cultural-moral meaning 
of life in the respondents’ mass unconscious combined with an orientation towards 
a religious faith. To a certain extent, this may indicate an increase in the influence 
of religious values and norms, an increase in their motivating role in social, com-
municative, and spiritual and moral elements of the meaning of the life of the 
population of the region. Moreover, three quarters of respondents consider them-
selves Orthodox believers.

In general, we observe a more significant isolation of the multi-polar meaning-
ful orientations of the inhabitants of the Krasnoyarsk Territory. Accordingly, the 
moral and value specificity of each of the two conditional social actors-carriers of 
these orientations have increased. 

Changes in the respondents’ commitment  
to terminal and instrumental values

In 2005, the first place in the mass consciousness of the region’s inhabitants was 
occupied by the following terminal values (Fig. 2):

 � health (70%) — 2nd tier, 
 � material well-being (63%) — 2nd tier, 
 � children’s future (61%) — 2nd tier, 
 � family (59%) — 2nd tier.

This is a fairly “standard set” of values for contemporary Russian residents. 
After 11 years, the leading position belonged only to health (70%) and family 
(65%). Fig. 2 presents the trends in the value consciousness of the Krasnoyarsk 
Territory’s residents over the eleven years.

First, we should point out a significant decrease in the value of the following 
goal values:

 � children’s future — 2nd tier, 
 � material well-being — 2nd tier, 
 � favourite hobby — 2nd tier,
 � independence — 3rd tier. 

V. G. Nemirovskiy, pp. 20-40



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

29vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
At the same time, there was an increase in the number of respondents oriented 

toward
 � love — 5th tier, 
 � and clear conscience — 6th tier. 

Therefore, in 2005–2016, the significance of a number of terminal values of low 
tiers has decreased, but the share of respondents targeting individual terminal val-
ues of higher tiers has increased. In other words, there was an obvious exaltation 
of the life goals of the respondents towards the modus of “being”. There are more 
complex processes that are observed in the system of commitments of the region’s 
population to the instrumental values.
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Fig. 2. The trends in the finite values of the Krasnoyarsk Territory’s residents (%)
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In 2005, the “quartet” of instrumental values dominated (see Fig. 3), which included 

 � diligence (75%) — 4th tier,
 � responsibility (51%) — 4th tier,
 � initiative, entrepreneurship (49%) — 3rd tier, 
 � skill of dealing with people. (48%) — 2nd tier. 

In 2016:
 � education (51%) — 4th tier, 
 � responsibility (50%) — 4th tier.

Over eleven years some significant and, at the same time, very contradictory 
changes occurred in the structure of respondents’ commitment to instrumental 
values (see Fig. 3). On the one hand, their importance more than doubled:
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Fig. 3. The trends in the pragmatic values of the Krasnoyarsk Territory’s residents (%)
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 � high social status of parents — 2nd tier, 
 � prudence — 1st tier, 
 � skill of lying — 2nd tier. 

There was an equal growth among the respondents, who chose
 � high morals — 7th tier, 
 � collectivism — 4th tier.

However, the role of values has sharply decreased: 
 � honesty — 5th tier, 
 � diligence — 4th tier, 
 � initiative — 3rd tier, 
 � entrepreneurship — 3rd tier,
 � money — 1st tier, 
 � skill of getting on with people — 2nd tier.

Thus, the number of dominant vectors decreased in the hierarchy of both termi-
nal and instrumental values, which led to two predominant values remaining. It 
can be assumed that these data reflect the growth of the region’s self-awareness, 
its socio-psychological and moral adaptation to the new social situation, and the 
increasing ability for a rational choice of effective value–means to achieve life 
goals. At the same time, one cannot turn a blind eye to the contradictory nature of 
the processes taking place in the value consciousness of the region’s residents. If 
an elevation of terminal values is observed, then instrumental values demonstrate 
a wide range of changes: the values of different levels as if “change positions”. 
Now there is clearly a tendency towards achieving terminal values of high levels 
through social practices based on low-level values. In other words, some people 
follow the principle “the end justifies the means”.

In our opinion, these trends directly reflect the contradictory socio-cultural 
and socio-economic processes that took place in these transitional Russian soci-
eties. It is impossible to explain the factors of changes of each value’s significance 
within the article. We believe that it will be more effective to analyse the value 
meaning of the typical representations of the inhabitants of the region about their 
desired future. 

Typology of respondents’ views on the desired future
The factor analysis of the data obtained in 2015 has revealed three latent variables 
in the mass unconscious of inhabitants of the region. These results differ somewhat 
from the results of 2016. We chose the former survey results, as they enable a more 
detailed analysis of the structure and value content of the respondents’ views on 
the desired future.

 � F-1. 0.778 material prosperity; 0.761 management position; 0.752 good op-
portunities for recreation, entertainment; 0.729 active sports; 0.679 prestige, 
admiration of others. The communality is 30.83%.

 � F-2. 0.702 spiritual development, moral self-perfection; 0.660 life for the 
sake of other people, regardless of profession, position, often to the detriment 
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of one’s own interests; 0.658 regular reading of books, visits to cinemas, 
concerts of “serious” music; 0.563 religious faith. 12.19%.

 � F-3. 0.792 good family; 0.718 interesting, creative work. 10.67%.
At the next stage, the correlation analysis has shown the correlation between var-

ious variables with three selected factor-factors: Prosperity and prestige, Spiritual 
and moral development, Family and work. In addition, the respondents were grouped 
according to the results of the factor analysis. The variables included in each of the 
factors became the basis of the value index, or value group, in each of the three cas-
es. Thus, three groups were formed, each of them included respondents who evalu-
ated these values in the questionnaire with maximum score—3 points. These three 
groups of values bearers are (as conventionally named) Prosperity and prestige 
(variables include material prosperity, leadership position, good opportunities for 
recreation and entertainment, active participation in sports, prestige, and admiration 
of others); Spiritual and moral development (spiritual development; moral self-im-
provement; living for the sake of other people, regardless of one’s profession and 
position, often to the detriment of one’s own interests; regular reading of books, 
visits to cinemas and concerts of “serious” music; religious faith) and Family and 
work (good family, interesting and creative work).

The first group (sign factor Prosperity and prestige) includes more men than 
women. In the second group (Spiritual and moral development), it is women who 
predominate. The sex composition of the third group (Family and work) is equal.

As for the representatives’ level of education in these three groups, the first of 
them includes mainly people with higher and postgraduate education (the Pearson 
correlation coefficient with the education level of the respondents is 0.219**). The 
second group is represented by the region’s residents with education somewhat 
higher than the average among the sample (the correlation is 0.083**). The mean-
ingful orientations of representatives of the third group are not related to their 
level of education.

If young people are the basis of the first group (the coefficient of correlation with 
the age of the respondent is 0.504**), the region’s inhabitants, who prefer “spiritual 
development and moral perfection”, as well as “family and work”, are evenly dis-
tributed on the age scale. 

According to the results of the correlation analysis, the majority of residents of 
the Krasnoyarsk Territory, who are oriented towards Prosperity and prestige, be-
long to high-income groups of the population: 0.331**; on Spiritual and moral 
perfection—rather, to representatives of middle income groups (0.129**). The 
factor describing the commitment to Family and work is not related to the respond-
ents’ relation to a particular income group. 

It has been revealed that the higher the social and economic layer (to which a 
respondent belongs) is, the stronger is his/her commitment to the factor Prosperi-
ty and prestige (0.282**). Orientations to the factor Spiritual and moral develop-
ment has a rather weak correlation with the socio-economic status of the respond-
ents: accordingly, 0.083**. Orientation to the factor Family and work practically 
does not have a significant correlation with individuals belonging to this or that 
socio-economic stratum.
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The study shows that there is a clear correlation of the orientations described by 

the factor Prosperity and prestige with the respondents belonging to the higher 
social strata in their city (village): 0.269**; in its region: 0.275**; on a national 
scale: 0.211**. Correlations of the commitment to the Spiritual and moral devel-
opment factor belonging to this or that social stratum are much weaker, and they 
describe the social self-identification of a person only in his/her own settlement 
(0.105**) and, moreover, very insufficiently—in his/her region (0.070**). The 
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Table 1. The correlation coefficients for the indicating factors of the desired image of 
the future among the interviewed residents of the Krasnoyarsk territory with their orien-
tations at the finite and pragmatic values

Sign factor  
(the image type  

of the desired future)
Terminal values Instrumental 

values

Pearson  
correlation 
coefficient

Value 
tier

Material wealth and 
prestige

love +0.242** 5
career +0.293** 1

pampered life +0.164** 0
power, influence on people +0.127** 1

independence +0.081** 3
material well-being +0.079** 2
high social status +0.071** 1
comfortable life −0.208** 1
children’s future −0.186** 6
clear conscience −0.108** 2

homeland’s prosperity −0.090** 5
initiative, 

entrepreneurship +0.119** 3

parents’ high social 
status +0.071** 1

Spiritual and moral  
development

high morality +0.120** 7

creation +0.090* 6
homeland’s prosperity +0.105** 5

love +0.085** 5
material well-being −0.155** 2

religious faith +0.155** 5
collectivism +0.087** 4

kindness +0.094** 6
money −0.093** 1

skill of dealing 
with people −0.076** 2

Family and work

family +0.103** 2
health +0.092** 2

clear conscience −0.100** 6
kindness +0.090** 6
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correlation between the commitment to Family and work with the respondents 
belonging to this or that social stratum is not revealed.

Correlation analysis shows that respondents, who orient towards the image of the 
desired future (described by the factor Prosperity and prestige), often belong to the 
higher or upper middle class (0.299**). The correlation of the class belonging of the 
inhabitants of the region with the factor “Spiritual and moral development” (0.103*) 
is much less pronounced, which indicates the prevalence of such orientations among 
respondents belonging to the lower classes. There is no significant correlation of the 
factor sign Family and work with the class membership of a person.

All three isolated factors also differ in the nature of the locus of control. In par-
ticular, the respondents who have the commitment described by the Prosperity and 
prestige factor, are most inclined to the internal control locus: 0.245**. Least in-
clined—Family and work: 0.078**. With a certain stretch, we can say that the 
degree of internality of the locus of personal control, oriented to the Spiritual and 
moral development factor, has an intermediate meaning: 0.107**.

One should pay attention to the significant differences in the socio-political orienta-
tions of the population of the region, depending on their image of the desired future. 
The respondents oriented towards the factor Prosperity and prestige, as well as Spiritual 
and moral development, are much more inclined to believe that “the state existing in 
Russia at the present time” (correspondingly, 52% and 54%) corresponds to the Russian 
conditions, rather than “Western-style democracy” (respectively, 35% and 27%). Ad-
herents of Family and work support both political systems equally (respectively, 40% 
and 42%). Authoritarian regime has minimal popularity among respondents who are 
oriented towards Prosperity and prestige (2%). The respondents, whose future image 
is dominated by “Spiritual and moral development,” as well as Family and work, sup-
port the authoritarian regime much more likely: 7% and 8%, respectively. Other forms 
of political systems are not very popular among the population of the region (especial-
ly the “religious state”) and do not differ in their attractiveness for the three groups of 
respondents that we singled out.

A correlation is established between the orientation towards the factor Prosper-
ity and prestige and self-evaluation of the region’s residents concerning their health 
as “good” and “very good” (0.351**). Meaningful orientations, described by the 
other two factors, do not correlate in any way with the respondents’ answers to this 
question.

Correlation of the meaningful orientations was revealed, described by the factor 
Prosperity and prestige with a degree of respondents’ satisfaction with their own 
lives (0.257**). Commitments to the Family and work factor have substantially 
lower interrelation with it: 0.084**. Spiritual and moral self-improvement does not 
have a significant correlation at the level of 0.01 with a satisfying life.

The high level of satisfaction with the financial situation of their family corre-
lates significantly with the commitment to Prosperity and prestige (0.291**). The 
correlation coefficient between satisfaction with their financial position and com-
mitment to Spiritual and moral development is significantly lower (0.094**). The 
factor Family and work correlates with respondents’ satisfaction with the financial 
situation of their own family.
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Commitment of the Krasnoyarsk residents to the Prosperity and prestige factor 

correlates to a sense of happiness (0.241**). While the focus on the other two fac-
tors has been identified the factor of the desired future does not have a significant 
correlation with the level of happiness experienced by the individual.

Thus, a group of respondents who have the image of the desired future, described 
by the Prosperity and prestige factor consists mostly of men than women, often 
with higher and postgraduate education, and of young age. They belong to the 
higher social strata both within their own settlement, region, and country, as well 
as to the highest social and economic strata. As a rule, they include themselves in 
the higher or upper middle class. Most of them belong to high-income groups of 
the population. Commitment to Prosperity and prestige is often combined with an 
internal locus of control and self-evaluation of one’s health as “good” or “very 
good”, a high degree of satisfaction with their lives and the financial situation of 
their family, a sense of happiness. Many of the carriers of this type of desired future 
are inclined to believe that the Russian uniqueness is more in line with the “State 
existing in Russia at the present time” rather than “Western-style democracy”. 
Amongst the three groups of respondents under consideration, they have a minimal 
commitment to an authoritarian regime.

The group of respondents in the region focused on Spiritual and moral development 
includes mostly women with secondary (or secondary special) and higher education, 
regardless of their age. Such respondents include themselves into the average social 
strata, and only in the context of their city (settlement) and the region. Most often, 
they belong to the lower middle or working class. Representatives of middle-income 
groups and the middle socio-economic strata dominate this group. Self-assessment of 
the state of health, as well as the degree of satisfaction with one’s own life and the 
financial situation of his/her family, is also on the average level in the sample. They 
have similar social and political preferences, which are focused on Prosperity and 
prestige, with the exception of some potential support for an authoritarian regime 
(about every 12th of the respondents referred to this group). 

The respondents, who have the image of the desired future Family and work, do 
not have a specific level of education and are characteristic only of their age, as well 
as belonging to a particular social stratum. Belonging to this group is not related to 
any class position of a person; men and women are evenly represented. Commitments 
to this factor do not correlate with any income group or any social and economic 
stratum. They have the maximum values of the internal control locus among the three 
distinguished groups. Health remains on the average level among the sample. Com-
mitments to this factor are in no way connected with the degree of satisfaction with 
either one’s own life, or the financial situation of one’s family. Compared to the rep-
resentatives of the first two groups, these respondents are more commited to “West-
ern-style democracy” and “authoritarian regime”.

As one can see, the group of respondents, oriented towards the image of the 
desired future Prosperity and prestige, has the highest social characteristics, as 
well as subjective indices of life satisfaction. This indicates the existence of the 
most favourable conditions for the realisation of exactly this image of the future 
in the contemporary Russian society.
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The value content of the images of the desired future

The commitment of the respondents to the image of the desired future Prosperity has 
(in comparison with its other two types) more correlation links with terminal and in-
strumental values (Table 1). As a rule, those are the values of the low levels. At the 
same time, the values-goals of higher levels are rejected (“clean conscience” and 
“homeland’s prosperity”). It is important to note that, judging by the results of the 
correlation analysis, the attainment of “material prosperity” in the future is hampered 
by the orientation towards “comfortable life” and “children’s future”. 

This image of the desired future has the widest variety of meanings that can be 
realised in the contemporary socio-cultural situation. 

A rather high correlation with the terminal value of “love” stands apart, which 
is also present in relation to the image of the desired future Spiritual and moral 
development (although much weaker). In our opinion, this can be explained by the 
numerous meanings of this value, which can be associated with a variety of per-
sonal meanings, including the opposite ones.

The image of the desired future Spiritual and moral development, as one might 
expect it, correlates with the values-goals and values-means of higher levels. At 
the same time, the terminal value “material well-being” and instrumental values 
“money” and “the ability to get along with people” are rejected. One can say that 
the important distinctive features of this image of the desired future is the orienta-
tion towards the terminal value of “religious faith”, as well as the rejection of the 
instrumental value “material well-being”. 

The image of the desired future Family and work reveals a minimal number of 
correlations with the respondents’ value orientations. In addition, they include the 
terminal values of lower level “family” and “health” and the terminal value of a 
higher level “kindness”.

The negative correlation between the image of the desired future Family and work 
with the terminal value of “clear conscience” raises the rhetorical question: can one 
be a kind person, while being fundamentally “unscrupulous”? This image belongs 
to those phantom formations in the mass consciousness, the formation mechanisms 
of which were deeply analysed in Zh. T. Toshchenko’s works. He has shown that 
centauric phenomena are often present at a subconscious level, while their carrier 
may not realise the contradictory nature of their own behaviour and consciousness 
[28; 29, p. 156]. To a certain extent, this also applies to Material wealth with its “un-
scrupulous love” and unwillingness to take care of the “future of children”. Unlike 
the two abovementioned, the image of the desired future Spiritual and moral devel-
opment is consistent and integral in the value-semantic aspect.

It is important to emphasise that the images of the desired future Spiritual and 
moral development and Family and work have, in comparison with the image of 
Prosperity, significantly less correlation between terminal and instrumental val-
ues. Furthermore, the values of the correlation coefficients are much lower. One 
may conclude that the image of the desired future Prosperity and the meanings 
that are contained in it, unlike the other two images of the desired future respond-
ents, can be realised with a much wider range of social practices. In other words, 
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from the three already considered images of the future, Prosperity is most of all 
included in the contemporary socio-cultural context of the life of the population 
of the region.

Correlation analysis also shows that a number of values are not interconnected 
with the sign factor of the image of the desired future. In particular, in the mass 
consciousness of respondents, value goals of mostly high levels tend to be discon-
nected, e.g., “to benefit people” (7th tier), “gaining meaning of life” (7), “justice” 
(4), as well as “favourite hobbies” (2). The same applies to the following instru-
mental values at different levels: “skill of lying” (1), “education”, “prudence” (1), 
“performance” (2), “use of magic, witchcraft” (0), “responsibility” (4), “honesty” 
(5), “rigidity” (2), “diligence” (4).

The lack of correlation between these sign factors and the above terminal values 
can be interpreted as the respondents’ belief in the difficulty of implementing the 
above-mentioned value goals in their future life. The results obtained of the corre-
lation analysis testify to the existence of these values only at the verbal level for a 
certain part of the respondents in the region. This means that, as a rule, respondents 
do not (or cannot) seek to realise such values in their social practices.

As for the instrumental values, they may not act as value means for the imple-
mentation of the three abovementioned images of the desired future for the region’s 
residents. In particular, the negative social significance is the lack of correlation of 
orientations to these images with such socially and morally positive values as hon-
esty, diligence, responsibility, and education.

CONCLUSION
The initial hypothesis was confirmed. The main trend, revealed in comparative 
studies in 1991-2016 in the mass consciousness and the unconscious of the Kras-
noyarsk Territory’s population, is the strengthening of prestige-consumer, hedon-
istic, and family-prestigious meaningful orientations. Creatively altruistic and 
cultural orientations at the verbal level of mass consciousness remained, in fact, 
the same, though we can talk about their weakening in the respondents’ mass un-
conscious. These value transformations reflect the development of the value con-
sciousness of the population of a large Siberian region in the conditions of a new 
socio-economic reality. Based on the above research results, it can be argued that 
the set of commitments to Prosperity, as well as the associated terminal and in-
strumental values are optimally consistent with the type of social structure that 
has developed in Russia. It is not accidental that the respondents (commited to it) 
often believe that the current state system fits the Russian specifics most closely. 
It would be absurd to believe that in a region so large and diverse in its socio-eco-
nomic characteristics, the situation can be significantly different from Russia in 
general. The data obtained are largely close to the results of Russian studies. For 
example, the latter show that contemporary Russians have the following key com-
ponents of 

“representations of life success: family and children, financial well-being, work/
business (50-57%). Supplement to the normative model includes the success of 
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personal fulfilment and expression, as well as education, health, beauty, and 
sports (33-45%). The second place goes to the success criteria related to the 
environment (to be useful to society and people — 19%; recognition and respect 
from others, acquiring important acquaintances and connections, access to in-
formation and communication in social networks — 9-12%; politics and par-
ticipation in the work of political and public organisations — 1%)” [8, p. 215]. 

Consequently, the most demanded social practices in Russia are the ones, based 
on low-level values close to the “having” mode. This means that (if we also take into 
account the polysemantic nature of the “love” value), our society remains nowadays 
in the transition from the survival stage to the development stage. No doubt that there 
are separate lacunae for realising the types of the image of the desired future Spiritual 
and moral development and Family and work. To ensure the society’s confident tran-
sition to the stage of sustainable development, there should be created favourable 
conditions to implement precisely such intentions of the population. Moreover, the 
further reproduction of those social senses and practices, which are inherent in the 
existing low level of the spiritual and moral development of the society, is possible. 
In turn, the spread of meaningful ideas and orientations of low levels among the 
population in recent years is an important factor determining the direction of social 
transformations. In this case, we risk being “stuck” at this development stage, which 
is far from being the most attractive and promising.

As the Siberian population has a specificity of value consciousness associated 
with socio-cultural and historical and economic factors, it is advisable to conduct 
comparative studies on the meaningful orientations of the population in the other 
regions of the country.
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