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A foreword from the editor-in-chief

It is with great pleasure that we present the first issue of a new aca-
demic journal devoted to research on Siberian society.

Siberian Socium is intended, first of all, for readers who are interested 
in sociological and socio-economic studies of Siberia and the adjacent 
regions. It will cover such scientific fields as Siberian research, sociol-
ogy, socio-economic research, regional development and sociology of 
the region. The Journal is a peer-reviewed academic publication and 
is published in English. Its important tasks include informing the in-
ternational academic community about the state, social dynamics and 
problems of Siberian society, considered in the broad context of modern 
social reality. The editorial board comprises leading Russian and inter-
national experts in the fields in which the journal specialises.

Many research articles and monographs have been published about 
modern Siberia so far. The academic community, internationally as 

well as in Russia, is familiar with several journals that publish articles on such issues. We have en-
deavoured to offer the most promising (as we believe) perspective which relies on the logic and 
methodology of the modern system approach. The specific character of Siberian Socium is the analysis 
of Siberia as a macro-region with regard to its adjacent territories. For instance, the problems of Sibe-
rian society may be generated by sometimes less-than-constructive policy on the part of various central 
state agencies over several decades (giving rise to the so-called “resource curse of Siberia” effect). 
The same could be said of the active economic development of some countries in the Asia-Pacific 
Region. This creates certain risks for the Siberian macro-region with its poorly developed infrastructure 
and harsh climatic conditions. All this requires substantial investment in the development of both the 
economy and the social sphere. Otherwise, we may face the stable depopulation of a number of regions, 
taking place against a backdrop of increased migration flows from the countries of Central Asia and 
the PRC. Moreover, China has taken serious steps to soften its demographic policy. 

Siberia is traditionally a multinational society. In recent decades, the balance and relationships of 
the various ethnic groups that inhabit it have changed markedly. As a result, new and serious difficul-
ties arise in the relations between national-ethnic groups. Therefore, the journal plans to pay close 
attention to national policy issues, and to other important domestic and international challenges which 
are “projected” onto the Siberian macro-region quite starkly. These include, but are not limited to, 
socio-demographic problems, terrorist threats and the spread of drugs. It is with our readers’ help that 
we will try to implement this approach.

The mission of the journal is to publish the results of studies that cover various aspects of life of 
Siberian society and the regions interacting with it. Our journal provides research articles and reviews 
of books and scientific conferences devoted to sociological and socio-economic research on these top-
ics. The editorial board invites contributions from authors who are engaged in studying the influence 
of extreme natural and climatic conditions on society, the problems of migration in Arctic regions and 
of their development, and the life of small indigenous peoples. A systematic view of modern Siberia in 
the context of cross-border links, historical and ethnonational factors deserves our special attention. 
Interdisciplinary methods and innovative approaches to the study of the above topics are welcome. The 
journal will provide a place for the examination of projects conducted in the macro-region, as well as 
the analysis of transfers of scientific findings and recommendations to the sphere of management and 
legislative activity.
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Like all academic journals, we accept only original scientific works that have never been published 

before, and which do not contain any inappropriate borrowings. The articles undergo double blind 
peer review. Our journal is not a commercial project, but rather is financed by Tyumen State Univer-
sity, and all articles are submitted for free. All materials are edited and proofread. The archive of all 
issues of the journal will be available on the website as soon as they are published.

The current issue contains materials contributed by authors from different cities of Russia: Moscow, 
Barnaul, Tyumen, Krasnoyarsk, Novosibirsk and Saratov. One of our authors (B. Binkin) lives and 
works in Boston (USA). No doubt our readers will appreciate his outstanding article, written in the 
genre of scientific journalism. Our first issue starts with an interview with J. T. Toshchenko, the editor-
in-chief of the journal Sotsiologicheskie Issledovaniia (Sociological Studies), Doctor of Philosophy, 
Professor and Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences. As is well known, the 
career of this famous academic began in Siberia. The article by G. F. Shafranov-Kutsev, deputy editor-
in-chief of the journal, Doctor of Philosophy, Professor, Member of the Russian Academy of Education 
and Research Director at Tyumen State University, deals with the pivotal social and demographic 
problems of Siberia’s development. We hope that the readers will also be interested in other materials 
related to the important social problems, based on the results of representative empirical research in 
various regions of Siberia and adjacent territories. These are The Image of Russia in Contemporary 
Representations by the Population of the Border Regions (by S. G. Maksimova, A. G. Morkovkina) 
and Sociological Analysis of the Attitude of Krasnoyarsk Krai’s Adult Population to Representatives 
of Other Nationalities and Migrant Workers (by D. A. Trufanov, R. G. Rafikov). The publication of 
articles that combine theoretical and methodological analysis of important socio-economic problems 
with the use of empirical data seems quite logical: Shadow Wages: Specific Features, Involvement 
Rates, Motivation (based on data obtained in the Novosibirsk region in 2008, 2010, 2015) (by N. M. 
Volovskaya, L. K. Pliusnina, A. V. Rusina), State National Policy as a Factor of Interethnic 
Integration in Russian Society (by Yu. V. Popkov), and Basic Strategies of Conflict Behaviour 
among the Region’s Population (by V. V. Nagaitsev). The article The Development of the Regional 
Segment of the National System of Comprehensive Rehabilitation and Re-Socialization of Drug 
Users in Certain Regions of the Russian Federation (by D. D. Nevirko) presents information on 
measures to address one of the most important contemporary problems in these regions. We have 
not neglected an event of such great importance for Russian sociological science as the publication of 
the fundamental collective monograph edited by N. I. Lapin (a Corresponding Member of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences) and entitled Modernisation Atlas of Russia and its Regions: Socio-
economic and Socio-cultural Trends and Challenges (Reviewed by I. V. Babayan).

At the risk of stating the obvious, I would remark that science does not stand still; the social reality 
that it studies is also changing, and any academic journal should develop accordingly. We trust that the 
concept of our journal has good prospects for its further improvement. It may be said already that we 
will introduce new sections and cover the current problems related to the journal’s topics. The use of 
modern methodology and social research methods will find their place in the journal. The works of 
well-known researchers, both Russian and international, await the reader in the editorial portfolio.

Valentin G. Nemirovsky
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