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Abstract. This article analyses the life of the modern Russian humanitarian intelligentsia based 
on the sociological concept of life, the key concept of which is the life world in all its richness 
of manifestation: social (group and individual) consciousness, behaviour (activity) in the social 
macro-, meso-, and microenvironment. This approach allows to reveal the specifics of life of 
the contemporary Russian intelligentsia and its diverse life worlds, which were analysed: a) 
as social and professional groups; b) as world outlook communities (socialist, liberal, nation-
alistic, patriotic, technocratic, and other orientations); c) through the characteristics of the 
main types of its activities (labor, politics, culture, way of life, etc.); d) as social groups, the 
precarious work and lifestyle of which is becoming increasingly distinct. The article provides 
the results of representative studies of humanitarian intelligentsia, conducted in 2016 in 14 
regions of the country (n = 1,450). The author draws conclusions about the existence of many 
problems in the life of the Russian humanitarian intelligentsia that require urgent solutions. 
He emphasises that the present and future of the intelligentsia cannot exist on their own, but 
are valuable when they rely on the experience of the past and feed on the blood and flesh of 
the problems that are really solved.
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this article is to analyze the modern Russian humanitarian intel-
ligentsia from the standpoint of the sociological concept of the sociology of life, 
the key concept of which is the life world in all its richness. The article is based 
on the results of the all-Russian research How do you live intelligentsia? On 15-
20 May 2016, 1,450 workers in the sector of education (450 teachers and uni-
versity professors), health care (700 workers, including 360 doctors and 340 
representatives of the paramedical personnel), and culture (300 workers) in 14 
regions of the country were surveyed including in Moscow and St. Petersburg. 
These groups of the humanitarian intelligentsia were chosen because they are the 
largest among the humanities scholars and they represent the modern intelligent-
sia along with the natural science and technical groups engaged in intellectual 
work. A certain role in the selection played the fact that it was the humanitarian 
intelligentsia in the 1990s that stood in the perestroika forefront, and it was im-
portant to see whether its role changed in the 2010s. And finally, since it was 
precisely humanitarian intelligentsia who always formed the public consciousness 
and attitudes, it was necessary to determine what situation we have at the present 
time (for more, see [5]).

MAIN PART
The basic concept became the life world and its meaning as a special form of 

value orientations, since, according to a number of researchers, they acquired spe-
cial significance in connection with solving pressing socio-economic, socio-polit-
ical and sociocultural problems (for more details [6, 7]).

The researchers proceeded from the fact that the meaning and role of the life 
world can be understood only from the standpoint of understanding the whole of 
the past, present, and future in the life of that stratum of society that we call intel-
ligentsia. We can understand the future of life aspirations and orientations and their 
carrier—the intelligentsia—only if we consider the life world in the context of past 
achievements and the search for solutions of the problems in the present and future. 
In this case, the theoretical and methodological basis for the analysis of the life 
world of the intelligentsia are the modi of time—past, present, and future. It is from 
this angle that the meanings of life of various groups/communities of the intelli-
gentsia were considered. When it comes to the past, we mean a huge role that plays 
the memory. When analyzing the present, the meanings of life reflect values, value 
orientations, when people use judgments. When considering the future, it is im-
portant to see the goals (public and personal) that the intelligentsia is guided by, 
resorting to such a tool of predictive thinking as imagination (for more, see [8]).

We suggested our vision of the life world of the modern Russian humanitarian 
intelligentsia in the combination of various meanings related to the past, present, and 
future. Let us add that we have left aside judgments about the difference between the 
concepts of intelligentsia and intellectuals (for those interested in this problem, see, 
for example, [1, 2, 9]), considering that in real life people still use the intelligentsia  
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concept referring to the people with higher and/or secondary vocational education, 
engaged mainly in mental work. What are the main conclusions obtained while stud-
ying the life world of the Russian humanitarian intelligentsia?

First, the life world of the Russian intelligentsia is presented as a colorful canvas 
of social relations, which reflect fundamental changes in both objective conditions 
(state of the economy, social policy) and subjective factors (consciousness and 
behavior, traditions and innovations, expectations and evaluations of the achieved 
result), as well as the controversial search for the meaning of their public and pri-
vate life. Accordingly, at the moment it is impossible to speak of the intelligentsia 
as a single homogeneous group, which has only common features, as it was to some 
extent a characteristic of the Soviet intelligentsia (for more see [4]).

Secondly, the intelligentsia in many respects lost the leading civic and cultur-
al-moral role that it has played since its inception in both the nineteenth and the 
twentieth centuries. Its reaction, assessments, attitude to the events and processes 
occurring in the world and the country have little or no difference from similar 
indicators that reflect the position of the entire population. The differences between 
the studied groups of the intelligentsia in the evaluation of labor, attitudes towards 
culture and some other aspects of life are present, but they are very insignificant, 
so we can hope that all is not lost and the importance of social and labor activities 
of the intelligentsia for the development of Russian society can not only be pre-
served but also grow (see Table 1).

Thirdly, for the intelligentsia, the guarantee of permanent employment is of 
particular importance. Until recently, the permanent labor contracts have been 
prevaling in the sphere of education, culture, and health care. Such contracts 
include the now of a limited time interval which is now applied more and more 
often—it now covers ever third or fourth person. Moreover, the phenomenon of 
having no legal guarantees while performing the official duties (see Table 2) also 
penetrates into these areas of employment.

Table 1. Assessing the social significance of the intelligentsia in modern Russia  
(% of the respondents’ number)
How do you assess the role of the 
intelligentsia in modern Russia?

Population
(2014)

Intelligentsia
(self-assessment) (2016)

The role of the intelligentsia  
is significant 9,7 15,1

It has a mid-level impact on society 21,9 25,2

It plays a minor role 23,7 26,7

Practically, it does not play any role 19,7 16,1

Not sure 25,0 16,9
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Table 2. The extent of guaranteed labour relations (% of the respondents’ number)

How are labour rela-
tions formalized?

Groups of employees

Teachers Health care workers Cultural workers

Permanent contract 73,8 68,7 58,9

Term contract
(up to 1 year) 4,4 6,1 8,7

Term contract
(from 1 year and more) 19,0 21,4 24,7

Temporary contract  
(several weeks or months) 1,2 2,4 3,3

Without a contract 1,6 1,4 4,3

To these data we should add that 18.7% of respondents do not see prospects in 
work, professional career (21% of teachers, 16.8% of health workers, and 22.7% 
of cultural workers). It is particularly depressing that the creative potential of the 
intelligentsia, its “social elevators” have lost their significance and even have been 
supplanted by other rules of the personnel policy, as a result of which not the most 
talented representatives of the intelligentsia are moving upward the social ladder.

Fourthly, stable worldview reference points have been lost, as well as the attempts 
to link them with certain behavior. As a result, there is a minor discrepancy in tradi-
tional political orientations (left-wing or right-wing views). Teachers slightly differ; 
among them   practically every fifth (18.3%) adhere to the left-wing views, which, in 
our opinion, is connected with their wider contacts — with parents and students — 
who are not limited to information about the learning process: teachers constantly 
encounter problems of housing, health, welfare, and unemployment of the population, 
affecting the success of children in school. That is, they are more likely to encounter 
social problems than their colleagues in the fields of education and culture.

Analyzing the data on the worldview of these three groups of intelligentsia, we should 
note that the outwardly attractive, but in reality amorphous orientations to patriotic and 
national sentiments, to which both supporters of socialist and liberal views can put their 
names, not excluding those who adhere to extravagant (for example, monarchical 
views), destructive behavior, and even criminal rhetoric (see table 3).

Fifth, the precarization of both the labour activity and the whole way of life of 
the humanitarian intelligentsia is clearly revealed, which is expressed in its unsta-
ble, unguaranteed social situation, constant infringement of its rights and freedoms, 
which is especially clearly manifested in the so-called optimization in education, 
health and culture sectors (see Table 4).
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Table 4. The main problems that concern the intelligentsia at their workplace  
(% of the respondents’ number)

Problems  
at workplace

(in your organization, institution)

Groups of employees

Teachers Health care 
workers

Cultural  
workers

Uncertainty in salary 29,4 32,0 25,1

Lack of normal relationship with 
management 13,1 12,3 8,0

Lack of social benefits, medical care 9,5 6,5 19,7

Lack of job prospects 21,0 16,8 22,7

Fear of losing job 25,4 35,0 35,1

Poor labour  
organization 10,7 13,3 4,3

Remoteness of work from home 15,9 15,4 14,0

Not sure 11,9 8,4 7,4

Table 3. Ideological orientation of the intelligentsia (% of the respondents’ number)

What political views are closer  
to you?

Groups of employees

Teachers Health care 
workers

Cultural work-
ers

Left-wing views (socialist, communist) 18,3 13,0 13,0

Right-wing views
(liberal) 15,5 12,3 17,7

Patriotic views 26,6 22,0 18,4

National views 5,6 6,8 6,0

Monarchical views 2,4 2,3 4,0

Others 1,2 0,8 1,0

Not sure 30,6 42,9 39,8
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Sixth, the modern humanitarian intelligentsia has a high level of anomie—pas-
sivity, indifference, inertness and, as a result, retreat into personal life or, at best, 
in the process of doing “small things” directly in their organization or institution 
(see Table 5).

Seventh, the intelligentsia largely does not believe in its prosperous future, al-
though they have hope for it, they doubt and are skeptical about the future. This 
skepticism applies to all manifestations of the life world—work, social relations, 
politics, culture—personifying the degree and level of their interaction not only 
with the surrounding world but also at the level of the meso- and microenvironment.

Analysis of the research data shows that the intelligentsia, like the whole adult 
population of the country, is mainly concerned with such a problem as a sense of 
injustice—35% of respondents stated this. Although the interpretations of this 
feeling are very different (from injustice in society to its manifestation in a labor 
organization or at the place of residence), it forces people, if necessary, to make 
serious claims to the social and political order, which clearly manifested itself 
during the of gubernatorial elections in 2018, when many protégés of the ruling 
party Edinaya Rossiya [United Russia], were defeated. Something no less signifi-
cant, which is inherent in the intelligentsia, was such a stable feeling as the inabil-
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Table 5. Forms of participation in public and political life in 2015 — 2016 (% of the 
respondents’ number)

Forms  
of participation

Groups of employees

Teachers Health care 
workers

Cultural 
workers

Elections to republican, territorial 
and regional authorities 15,9 11,5 14,7

Local elections 28,6 26,8 28,8

Signing of petitions, appeals 7,1 8,0 9,4

Strikes 0,0 0,0 1,0

Pickets 0,8 0,5 0,7

Appeal to the deputy or to the authorities 7,1 5,1 7,7

None of the above 55,2 59,7 54,5
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ity to influence what is happening in society (24.9%) and the shame for the current 
state of the country (11.7%). A feeling of anomie correlates with these character-
istics, manifested in the fact that 21.1% of respondents are afraid of the future, and 
10.8% believe that it is impossible to continue to live like this. Undoubtedly, the 
uncertainty of the social situation, its precariousness and instability are evidenced 
by the fact that 33.5% of respondents found it difficult to answer this question since 
the factors of uncertainty in their future tend to increase. 

Finally, we should also note a very increased skepticism about the existence 
of the intelligentsia—from its complete denial to its characteristics as a de-
formed social community. Moreover, this distortion of the essence and nature 
of the intelligentsia is connected both with the erroneous policy of the state, 
especially domestic, and with those who have developed and tried to implement 
it in the last quarter of a century. Therefore, it is not surprising that 49.5% of 
representatives of the humanitarian intelligentsia have avoided recognizing 
such positive features of the modern intelligentsia as truthfulness, honesty, 
decency, morality, kindness, sympathy, openness, modesty, generosity, unself-
ishness, nobleness, respect for the work of others, and the fight for their posi-
tion, attitudes, willpower, determination, valour, fortitude, and courage.

It is on this basis that the following point of view appeared: according to 
Yu. Oleschuk, a so called semi-intelligensia played a key role in the transfor-
mation both in the 1980s and the 1990s. The main feature of which was and is 
the imitation of intellectuality, intellectual inactivity and passivity, conformism, 
and “a complete inability to think independently on social topics” [6].

In conclusion, we can say that the present and the future of the intelligentsia 
cannot exist on their own. They are of value when they rely on the experience of 
the past and deal with the problems that can be solved. And what is happening 
with the intelligentsia at the moment, raises many questions that require urgent 
solutions.
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