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GENNADY F. KUTSEV:  
MILESTONES OF HIS ACADEMIC  
AND CREATIVE WORK

80th Anniversary

Gennady Kutsev has the nature of a creator, 
even the Creator (with a capital letter). Mere 
listing of his achievements, concise and 
short, takes whole pages in encyclopaedias 
and books.

He is a pioneer, although, not a literal one, 
as he has not discovered new lands and coun-
tries. Yet so many times, he started something 
new, created, co-founded different projects, 
which has earned him this title. Thanks to him, 
our country has rehabilitated the sociology as 
a science. During his time as a Deputy Min-
ister of Secondary Special and Higher Educa-
tion of the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist 
Republic (RSFSR), as well as a Deputy Chair-
man of the USSR State Committee for Public 
Education, Gennady Kutsev made the histor-
ical decision to include Sociology into the 
official list of the Higher Attestation Commis-
sion, which gained sociology public status.

In Tyumen, he initiated the establishment of the branch of the Institute of Sociology 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Science and Education Centre of the Russian 
Academy of Education, and the doctoral theses examining board among many others. 
This all has undoubtedly strengthened the region’s positions in the academic sphere.

Besides all that, Gennady Kutsev is the true pater, or father, of not only his chil-
dren, but the whole University of Tyumen. UTMN is not alma-mater, but alma-pa-
ter — probably, the only one of its kind. Gennady Kutsev made every possible effort 
to start the University. He has given it wings, shown the correct direction, and he 
continues to lead it forward, no matter what it takes.

It all started on 17 September 1938, when Gennady Kutsev was born at the 
Ushumun station in the Amur Region.

He graduated a vocational school for young workers in 1956, when he worked 
as a carver at the Uyar mica factory.

Same year, he entered the agronomy faculty of the Irkutsk Agricultural Institute. 
Having graduated with honours, he became the chief agronomist of the Lenin col-
lective farm in the Irkutsk Region.
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Since 1963, Gennady Kutsev worked on the issues of the Young Communist 
League (Komsomol) in Irkutsk and Moscow. In 1969, having finished his post-
graduate studies at Irkutsk State University, he presented his Ph.D. alike (Candidate 
of Philosophical Sciences) thesis.

Since 1970, Gennady Kutsev worked at the Irkutsk Pedagogical Institute as a 
Senior Lecturer, an Associate Professor at the Department of Philosophy, and the 
Dean of the English Faculty. There, at that institute, he organised the first (in East-
ern Siberia) laboratory for sociological studies.

In 1976–1980, he worked at Krasnoyarsk State University as the Head of the 
Department of Philosophy and the Vice-Rector for Studies and Teaching. In 1978, 
he presented his doctoral thesis (in philosophy), and in 1980, he was awarded the 
academic title of Professor.

In 1981, Gennady Kutsev was appointed the rector of Tyumen State University 
(currently the University of Tyumen, UTMN).

In 1987, he was transferred to the RSFSR Ministry of Secondary Special and 
Higher Education as a Deputy Minister. In 1988, he became a Deputy Chairman 
for the USSR State Committee of National Education, where he worked until the 
end of 1991, when he became the Head of the Department of Philosophy and So-
ciology at the Timiryazev Agricultural Academy.

In 1992, Gennady Kutsev returned (this time, elected) to the position of the rec-
tor of the University of Tyumen. He was later re-elected in 1997 and 2002.

Since 1998, he has been the permanent editor-in-chief of the Tyumen State Uni-
versity Herald (even after the journal’s reorganisation in 2014).

In 2007–2012, Gennady Kutsev was the President of the University of Tyumen. 
At this time, he also fulfilled the duties of a Consulting Professor at the Department 
of General and Economic Sociology.

Since October 2012, Gennady Kutsev has been a Research Advisor of the Uni-
versity of Tyumen.

Since 2015, he is a full-time member of the Russian Academy of Education. He 
has joined the Department of Vocational Education working on the Economics and 
Sociology of Vocational Education. 

Gennady Kutsev has many professional interests, which include
 � sociological problems of professional education in the contemporary global 
and informational world;

 � the fundamental principles for modernisation of the Russian vocational ed-
ucation (its all stages and levels are studied in an integrated context);

 � the methodological and organisational foundations for the integration of 
educational institutions of vocational education of various levels, as well as 
the network principles of their interaction;

 � methodological approaches to projecting vocational education systems in 
larger regions in connection with the development of the regional economy 
in the long term;

 � the contradictions in the management system of the vocational education, 
excessive centralisation of functions and management resources, the neces-
sity of their redistribution in the regional authorities’ favour;
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 � the model of a classical university as a regional centre for education, research, 
and culture;

 � the problems of the market for educational services, ensuring universities’ 
financial stability;

 � economic aspects of distance education development;
 � the history of charity and philanthropy in Russia and the problems of form-
ing and using the universities’ endowment funds;

 � the methods for monitoring the universities’ financial situation and the di-
versification of the budgets;

 � forming teachers’ practically oriented research activities in the multi-tier 
university education;

 � developing the models and technologies for indicative monitoring the regions’ 
innovative environment;

 � high school students’ value orientations.
Prof. Gennady Kutsev has published more than two hundred and fifty research and 

teaching works, including twelve books, and the first Russian electronic handbook of 
sociology with multimedia support. His Hirsch index equals 16 (as of 2017).

Under his academic guidance, ten doctors and forty-four candidates of sciences 
received their degrees.

When writing his academic and other works, he uses as his pen name Sha-
franov-Kutsev, highlighting, thus, his admiration for both his mother and father.

In total, Gennady Shafranov-Kutsev headed the University of Tyumen for twen-
ty years (in 1981–1987 and 1992–2007).

Organized in 1973, UTMN has become one of the leading Russian classical univer-
sities and a member of the Eurasian Universities Association (EUA). His greatest 
achievement is the creation of the modern model of a regional university with a devel-
oped geographically dispersed infrastructure. He has also created 34 new specialities.

Up to 40,000 students study at all forms of education (day and evening classes). 
He has helped to establish the International Institute of Finance, Management, and 
Business; the Institute of State and Law; the Pedagogical Institute; the Internation-
al Linguistic Centre; the academic gymnasium for teaching gifted children, which 
is listed among the 25 best schools in Russia.

The many departments of the University of Tyumen contribute to its effective 
organisation of the educational process: the Centre for Information Technologies, 
Internet Centre, the Laboratory of Multimedia Education Facilities, Information 
and Library Centre, UTMN Publishing House, the joint editorial board of research 
journals TSU Herald, the Museum Association, the Centre for Regional Reference 
Books, the Research Institute of Ecology and Natural Resource Management, Tyu-
men Regional Centre of the Federation of Internet Education, UTMN regional 
social and political weekly journal, design centre, certification centre, car centre, 
pharmacy, art salon and many others.

University of Tyumen has repeatedly won the All-Russian competition Russian 
Organisation of Higher Social Efficiency in the Science and Education category. 
In May 2002, the university received the gold award of l’Association de l`assistance 
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à l’industrie de la France (SPI) for the high quality and competitiveness of the ed-
ucational services provided. As its previous leader and current advisor, Gennady 
Kutsev was awarded a special certificate and a gold badge as a recognition of his 
personal contribution to the organisation’s strategic management.

The University of Tyumen takes an active part in the city’s life, restoring old 
buildings and construction new ones in Tyumen’s historical centre, hosting com-
petitions, concerts, charity events, and many others.

The first in Tyumen rose garden bloomed in this university; uniquely illustrated 
editions, which would make most publishing companies proud, appeared here; and 
the university’s walls are decorated with unique hand-drawn paintings.

Even today, the University of Tyumen is one of the top Russian universities 
corresponding to all the state requirements for teaching students and postgraduates. 
All these achievements leave no time to relax and wait.

During his life, Gennady Kutsev has become 
 � the Chairman of the Tyumen branch of the Russian Academy of Social Sciences;
 � the Chairman of the Council of the Department of Education and Science;
 � a member of the Public Chamber of the Tyumen Region;
 � the initiator of three regional encyclopaedias in 12 volumes;
 � the editor-in-chief of the research journal TSU Herald. Social, Economic, 
and Law Research;

 � the initiator of publishing the sociological journal Siberian Socium, both in 
Russian and English;

 � an honoured activist for Russian science;
 � an honorary Tyumen citizen;
 � an honorary Doctor of Sociology at the University of Wolverhampton (UK);
 � a Professor Emeritus at Surgut State University;
 � an honorary Doctor at the University of Daugavpils (Latvia);
 � and a member of the Union of writers of Russia.

Besides all this, he has received numerous awards, which include
 � Order IV class “For Merit to the Fatherland”;
 � Order of Honour (Russia);
 � Medal “For the Tapping of the Subsoil and Expansion of the Petrochemical 
Complex of Western Siberia”;

 � Medal of Konstantin Ushinsky;
 � Order of M. V. Romanov;
 � and Silver Medal of Pitirim Sorokin.

The life of Gennady Kutsev cannot help to inspire. His example leads students, 
his colleagues and relatives. The latter like no one else know, how many more 
plans, not yet realised and fulfilled, he has left (may God grant him strength for 
them!). You can even envy those, who are now entering the University of Tyumen, 
as they are yet to meet this magnificent person.

To paraphrase Chingiz Aitmatov, a wise Russian writer, we sincerely wish Gen-
nady Kutsev: may your life last longer than a century!


