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On December 10-11, 2020, Irkutsk State University hosted an international scientific and practical 
conference titled Spaces of Social Tension, Global and Regional Challenges and Actors of Sustain-
able Development in the Modern Era: Strategic Consensual Interactions and New Breakthroughs.

The conference was organized by Irkutsk State University (Institute of Social Sciences, Sociolog-
ical Laboratory of Regional Problems and Innovations), The Lomonosov Moscow State University 
(Faculty of Global Processes), Belarus State University (Department of Sociology), Public Council 
of the Irkutsk region, Public Chamber of the Irkutsk region.

The purpose of the conference was to discuss and assess such issues as the level of social tension 
in Russia and the world, the degree of scientific, technological and state-civil breakthroughs in areas 
of social tension, the role of centers and dynamics of social tension in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic accompanied by global and regional challenges, and the possibilities for their regulation. 
Due to the tense sanitary and epidemiological situation in the region, the conference was held online.
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In the context of growing social tension in the world, the emergence and spread of new global 
and regional challenges, and the decrease in the methodological potential of social theories, it is 
extremely important to establish the nature and content of scientific discourse on the problems and 
prospects of sustainable development in Russia, its regions and other countries as well as theoretical 
and methodological foundations for studying new realities of the modern world.

Awareness of conditions, trends and patterns of development of spaces of social tension and 
the development of a new methodology for studying strategic consensual interactions, their forms 
and influences that reflect various vectors of social movement, made it necessary to hold an Inter-
national Conference on these issues. The online conference included welcoming words, a plenary 
session and the work of a joint section.

Vladimir Reshetnikov, Director of the Institute of Social Sciences of Irkutsk State University, 
Doctor of Philosophy, Professor started the International Scientific and Practical Conference. In his 
speech, he emphasized the scale of the event in terms of the number and background of participants, 
as well as the problems under consideration.

Alexander Schmidt, Rector of Irkutsk State University, Doctor of Chemistry, Professor addressed 
the conference participants with a welcoming speech:

“I am grateful to all the organizers of this scientific and practical conference. It is necessary to 
reflect on new social processes in order to be able to prevent negative consequences. Development 
issues are now relevant and represent a broad field for interdisciplinary research and practical 
application. I wish all the participants of the conference fruitful work. It is important to overcome 
the problem of personal communication and expansion of scientific contacts (which has tradi-
tionally been one of the goals of holding and participating in such events) due to pandemic. I am 
grateful to everyone who takes part in the conference, despite such a big difference in time zones”.

German Struglin, Head of the Information and Public Relations Department of the Main Direc-
torate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia for the Irkutsk Region started the plenary session 
with the report titled The problem of drunk driving through the social lens: the reasons for a selective 
approach to safety issues. In his report, G. Struglin draws attention to the results of drunk driving 
opinion polls conducted in the Irkutsk region. The speaker states that 

“the results of the polls show some kind of duplicity. On the one hand, citizens consider 
the existing legislation to be fair and that everyone is equal before the law, yet, on the other 
hand, they are ready at the right time to put the loyalty of their closest circle, “family circle”, 
“company of friends”, etc., in the first place. Such deal with consciousness corrects social 
attitude towards drinking alcohol while driving (everyone is not allowed, but I/he can)”.1

The conclusion is that 

“despite the severity of the consequences of drunk driving, public opinion, contrary to common 
sense, emphasizes tolerance towards potential perpetrators of tragic accidents, making allowanc-
es for the situation. This fact testifies to the remaining civic immaturity of a significant part of 
population and their ability to bring their particular case into the category of exceptions. This case 
requires society and government institutions to seek for fundamentally new solutions aimed at 

1 Struglin G. V. 2020. “The problem of drunk driving through the social lens: the reasons for a selective 
approach to safety issues”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Con-
sensual Interactions in the 21st Century: Collection of Papers, pp. 165. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University 
Publishing House. [In Russian]
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consolidating efforts against drunk driving. A driver who drinks alcohol and then starts driving 
should be afraid not only of the police, but also of society. Meanwhile, administrative responsibil-
ity at the legislative level should become a barrier for a number of types of professional activity 
and be included into personal data for an employer. In turn, the active civic position of people in 
identifying offenders should have broad support within the society itself and from the state”.1

Natalya Smakotina, Head of the Department of Global Social Processes and Work with Youth at 
the Lomonosov Moscow State University, Doctor of Sociology, Professor emphasizes in her report 
that “the world was not ready for a pandemic and new conditions. Education suffered greatly from 
the distance or online modes. Inequality in different spheres of life increased”. During the pres-
entation, the author focuses the audience’s attention on “the complicated situation associated with 
two pandemics — a pandemic as such and an infodemic”, when information spread becomes not 
only quick and easy, but also uncontrollable. The following theses justify the previous statement:

1. “Although the pandemic is barely seven months old, it has exacerbated long-standing ine-
qualities in education and, without a radical response, will spread across a generation. Stu-
dents in developed countries and from high-income families with educated parents general-
ly make progress in homeschooling and benefit from distance learning, while education for 
students from underdeveloped countries and low-income families has largely stagnated ... 
The risks to education are severe. Decades of progress in education will be lost without 
collective action and innovative responses”.2

2. “Coronavirus causes the emergence and rapid spread of information and disinformation. As 
countries impose isolation restrictions on their territories, more and more people are trying to 
find information about COVID-19 from sources they trust. Not the official media and expert 
assessments, but social networks and other media become the main sources of information on 
the current situation, development forecasts, as well as on behavior patterns in a pandemic ... 
During the pandemic, the media shows a decrease in their influence and the reluctance of gov-
ernments to work together in the fight against the threat to human life”.3 The speaker introduc-
es the concept of “infodemia” to denote a social phenomenon caused by “the fear, generated 
by the lack of information obtained from official sources or lack of confidence in information”.

3. “For the first time, the world faces both a massive spread of the disease and a huge stream of 
misinformation about it. Both of these pandemics seriously affect not only physical health, 
but also people’s behavior and mental health”.4

4. “The pandemic is of particular interest to specialists studying global processes that take place in 
the modern rapidly changing world. Now it is possible to observe how countries that were promot-
ing globalization processes are taking tough measures to close state borders. The world is divided 
into “friends” and “aliens,” and national laws are taking their priority over international law”.5

1 Struglin G. V. 2020. “The problem of drunk driving through the social lens: the reasons for a selective approach to 
safety issues”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Consensual Interactions in 
the 21st Century: Collection of Papers, pp. 166. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University Publishing House. [In Russian]

2 Smakotina N. L. 2020. “The COVID-19 pandemic as a condition for new global social transformations”. In: 
Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Consensual Interactions in the 21st Cen-
tury: Collection of Papers, pp. 292-293. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University Publishing House. [In Russian]

3 In the same source. Pp. 293.
4 In the same source. Pp. 294.
5 In the same source. Pp. 294.
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5. “The new post-COVID reality has changed all spheres of life. Global social transformations, 
new radical challenges and threats are yet to be explored. There is an opportunity to say that 
the world will again search for points of contact and interaction in the context of global regu-
lation. Despite the sudden events that have occurred, humanity is looking for ways out of 
danger. The pandemic has put forward a new agenda of “how to turn the global crisis into 
an opportunity for peace”.1

During the panel and section discussions, different points of view were expressed. N. Smakotina, 
professor at the Faculty of Global Processes at the Lomonosov Moscow State University, argues that 

“in the recent period, many different scientific events (conferences, round tables, forums) have 
been held with the aim to discuss the ongoing topic of how to live in new conditions. It is not 
known how the world will develop. The pandemic has changed all the usual socio-cultural rela-
tionships. One of the current trends is a turn towards the East/Asia ... There arise topical research 
questions such as new paradigms of social development, new technologies that will help solve 
the pandemic problems ... According to the results of an international study on the question 
“if it is possible to manage global social transformations” the majority (62.8%) of 43 experts 
from different countries claim that “it is possible in the future”, only if the mentality of people 
changes, appropriate international documents are adopted, new institutions and structures for 
studying and managing global processes are established; 23.2% of respondents answered that 
“it is possible even today”; yet, 14% of respondents think that “it is impossible””.

Oksana Kozlova, Doctor of Sociological Sciences, Professor asked Natalya Smakotina to clarify 
“inadequacy” as a key concept of her report. The author suggests that 

“during pandemic, governments, on the one hand, can take irrational decisions, yet, citizens, 
on the other hand, can show inadequate behavior because they are worried they can lose not 
only their health, but also their lives. People protest against the restriction of their freedom. 
Although the value of life and health has always been in the first place, now you can see that 
at the expense of the value of freedom, people are destroying the value of life ...”.2

Oksana Kozlova, Professor of the Institute of Sociology of the University of Szczecin, Doctor of 
Sociology, Professor in her report Tension as a path to sustainability: sociocultural practices in a global 
pandemic (Szczecin, Poland) makes a statement that 

“the world is becoming polarized, when people support and disseminate completely different 
values (glamorous life and quiet family happiness at the same time)”. According to the speaker, 
“breakthroughs are not needed now ...”.

It is surprising that now humanity defends people of the “third age”, which is not natural for social 
development, since general attention has always been paid to the well-being, first of all, of the younger 
generation. And now everywhere we can see great care to the elderly. Young people stand up to defend 
their freedom (for example, demonstrations against the prohibition of abortion in Poland, and univer-
sities support this, making their students free from classes to participate in such protests), freedom is 
becoming the highest value in modern society.

1 Smakotina N. L. 2020. “The COVID-19 pandemic as a condition for new global social transformations”. 
In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Consensual Interactions in 
the 21st Century: Collection of Papers, pp. 294-295. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University Publishing House. 
[In Russian].

2 In the same source.
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Oksana Kozlova differentiates the concepts of “uncertainty” and “not knowing” emphasizing that 

“these concepts are different. Uncertainty is a chaos preceding a change in the existing order. Hu-
manity must change its development trajectory in a qualitatively different way. Nobody knows 
how to do this. We are now in a state of uncertainty. The self-organization of the system, of course, 
occurs, but it is not known what path it takes”. The concept of “not knowing” is a metaphor, but it 
is better to use concrete concepts rather than metaphors. Now we are working out the optimal way 
of social movements in a situation of uncertainty ...”.1

Leonas Tolvaishis, Professor of the Faculty of Diplomacy and Security of Union — Nikola Tesla 
University, Associate Professor of the Department of Organizing Work with Youth at the Ural Federal 
University, Candidate of Political Sciences, Professor made a speech on Managing the introduction 
of biometric technologies in Serbia: the interaction of the state and society (Belgrade, Serbia; Yeka-
terinburg, RF). According to the professor’s opinion, the introduction of biometric technologies is 
a potential source of social tension. Today the “problem of introducing automatic face recognition 
technologies in urban spaces for the state and society interaction in a decision-making process”, as 
well as “human rights protection in the digital environment” are really ongoing.

The professor concludes that 

“posting key documents in public domains and a broad public discussion on the restrictions of 
the rights and freedoms of citizen are the reasons to establish effective public control over biometric 
technologies. There is a need for transparency regarding the objectives, the nature of the technologies 
used and the data collected, the specifics of data collection and storage, the financing mechanism, 
operators and other participants in the system ... Whether a “smart city” construction will result in 
an improvement in the quality of life of citizens or risks to their rights and freedoms depends on 
the presence of control on the part of independent citizens and expert community and on the ability 
of society to limit the expansion of technologies within the framework of public interests”.2

In his speech, Professor Vladimir Reshetnikov, addresses humanization of education in the modern 
era. The author states that 

“the processes of dehumanization of education today are opposed to educational traditions that 
persist in classical universities (with the scientific worldview), because they combine research and 
education ...”.3 

The speaker believes that 

“the situation with pandemic further exacerbates the difficult situation with humanization of educa-
tion ... However, progressive-minded teachers and philosophers are confident that the possibilities and 

1 Kozlova O. N. 2020. “Tension as a way to sustainability: sociocultural practices during the global pandem-
ic“. Spaces of Social Tension, Global and Regional Challenges and Actors of Sustainable Development in 
the Modern Era. News from the Institute of Social Sciences, ISU (10-12 December, Irkutsk). Accessed 
18 December 2020. http://socio.isu.ru/opencms/ru/sociolab/docs/2020.12.10.Kozlova.pdf [In Russian]

2 Tolvaishis L. L. 2020. “Management of the process of introducing biometric technologies in Serbia: 
interaction between the state and society”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and 
Strategic Consensual Interactions in the 21st Century: Collection of Papers, pp. 128. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State 
University Publishing House. [In Russian]

3 Reshetnikov V. A. 2020. “Education humanization as a factor of sustainable development of society”. In: 
Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Consensual Interactions in the 21st Cen-
tury: Collection of Papers, pp. 35. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University Publishing House. [In Russian].
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potential of traditional humanism are not exhausted”. Education for sustainable development implies 
humanization of the educational process when the idea of bringing up a well-rounded personality (as 
stated by the world humanistic movement) returns to school and university education processes”.1

Natalya Antonova, Professor at the Chair of Applied Sociology of the Department of Political Science 
and Sociology of the Ural Humanitarian Institute of UrFU, Doctor of Sociological Sciences, Professor 
in her report The right for the city during the self-isolation period (the case of the Victory Parade in 
Yekaterinburg) focuses on the spread of fears among young people. In the scientist’s opinion, young 
people as a social group experience three types of fear: 

“the first type refers to traditional fears such as fear for one’s social status that one will not be able 
to realize themselves and fear of loneliness; the second type comprises new fears such as the fear 
of being chipped, the fear of constantly being watched, or that the phone will break down and in-
formation may be lost; the third type encompasses fears associated with the pandemic, for example, 
the fear for the health of parents and their own health, fear of losing control over the situation ...”. 

The ideas of strengthening urban identity are developed in the report. 

“Festive events in honor of the 75th anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War could undoubt-
edly become a factor in strengthening urban identity and realizing the right for the city, however, in 
the context of a pandemic, they become a reason for disintegration among citizens and criticism of 
authoritative structures. The right for a city in the current conditions should rather be expressed not 
in the consumption and appropriation of public places through participation in urban events, but in 
local transformations aimed at changing the space around oneself”.2 Moreover, the author speaks 
about “the project to improve residential yards making a city child-friendly. Children and young 
people are ready to get involved in such activity...”.

Vladimir Zyryanov, Associate Professor of the Department of Social Technologies at the Sociolog-
ical Faculty of the Lomonosov Moscow State University, Candidate of Economic Sciences, Associate 
Professor in his speech The COVID-19 pandemic is a catalyst for the transformation of the holiday 
matrix makes an assessment of the pandemic impact. He states that 

“The COVID-19 pandemic is a significant social upheaval that causes certain shifts in the con-
sciousness and worldview of people, as well as in their actions. In this regard, it is possible to con-
sider the pandemic as a “sieve” for testing holidays for their adequacy to public needs, value matrix 
and as an impetus for bringing the forms of celebrating holidays in accordance with the lifestyle 
and attitude of a significant part of the population (primarily the youth). As a result, one can expect 
quite dynamic changes in the holiday matrix of the post-pandemic society”.3 

1 Reshetnikov V. A. 2020. “Education humanization as a factor of sustainable development of society”. In: 
Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Consensual Interactions in the 21st Cen-
tury: Collection of Papers, pp. 36. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University Publishing House. [In Russian].

2 Antonova N. L. 2020. “The right for a city in conditions of self-isolation (the case of the Victory Parade 
in Yekaterinburg)”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Consensual 
Interactions in the 21st Century: Collection of Papers, pp. 298. Irkutsk. Irkutsk State University Publish-
ing House. [In Russian]

3 Zyryanov V. V. 2020. “The COVID-19 pandemic as a catalyst for the transformation of the holiday mat-
rix”. In: Zyryanov V. V. 2020. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic 
Consensual Interactions in the 21st Century: Collection of Papers, pp. 307-308. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State 
University Publishing House. [In Russian]
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Answering the questions of the conference participants, the speaker mentions that 

“Young people do not strongly support traditional holidays and are starting to turn to holidays from 
other cultures. In the modern world, the line between holidays and everyday life is blurring. In a tra-
ditional society, a holiday is a rupture of everyday life ... Young people have learned to distinguish 
between holidays for themselves and official holidays, appointed from above”.

Professor O. Kozlova comments on the theme of celebration during a pandemic: 

“A pandemic is a challenge to the celebration model. Processes of reform and design are underway. 
Currently, the population has a feeling of lack of communication and lack of family holidays (birth-
day celebrations, for example). At the same time, celebration mode changes to an online one. 
A compensatory holiday canon arises. People organize themselves and reformat celebrations. Rela-
tives from different countries of the world can meet on holidays in an online regime”.

Nikolai Derenko, Head of the Department of Culture Studies and Management of Social Processes 
at the Institute of Social Sciences of Irkutsk State University (Irkutsk), Ph.D. in Mathematical Sciences, 
Associate Professor contributes a speech on topical issues of digitalization. He focuses on the thesis that 

“for the second year in a row, experts and scientists have been paying close attention to the problems 
arising due to rapid digital transformation of the Russian economy, management and social tech-
nologies.

This is not surprising, because with all the attractive prospects of the new “knowledge” economy, 
the number of emerging risks that aggravate social relations is enormous ... However, researchers 
pay very little attention to the analysis of the quality of services emerging on the Internet. Often 
there is an impression of their uncontrolled development and lack of focus on the target user, or 
rather services simply don’t work for months without offering any alternative”.1

Tatyana Grabelnykh, Doctor of Sociological Sciences, Professor of Irkutsk State University explains 
the very concept of the conference and emphasizes that 

“a characteristic feature of modern civilization is a revision of the attitude towards theoretical sci-
ence. Therefore, it seems justified to comprehend practical application of scientific principles and 
conceptual provisions, theoretical and practical aspects within new approaches in the analysis 
and assessment of conditions, opportunities and prospects to attain sustainable development of 
modern societies”.

According to the conference organizer, the authors stick to the fact that “the new global social reality 
is reflected in the complex intersection of external and internal factors, a shift in the positions of key 
actors in the sustainable development of “postindustrial” societies of the beginning of the 21st century, 
experiencing, on the one hand, the information and technological or “digital” stage, yet, on the other 
hand, going through “pandemic determination” with unpredictable consequences for the present era”.

The conference is significant as it helps identify the sociology of social tension as a branch of sci-
entific knowledge as “spaces and areas of social tension in Russia and the world in the modern era 
are becoming the subject of various studies. The COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated reflection, in-
cluding the ability of scientific thinking for critical introspection and systemic analysis, of new social 

1 Derenko N. V. 2020. “New factors of social tension generated by the uncontrolled digital transformation 
of social technologies”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Con-
sensual Interactions in the 21st Century: Collection of Papers, pp. 93. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University 
Publishing House. [In Russian]
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processes”.1 According to T. Grabelnykh, “it is natural that crisis phenomena in society in the face of 
global challenges generate growing social turbulence and, hence, social tension. As a result, the is-
sue of strategic consensual interactions becomes ongoing. In fact, today it is a top-priority issue on 
the agenda both at the internal and external levels of development of states and societies”.2

When assessing the significance of the event, the thesis of the Russian sociologist is fundamentally 
important that “at the present stage of sociology development, we admit the separation of the socio-
logy of social tension from the sociology of social changes into a new branch of sociological knowl-
edge. The range of tasks for this branch of sociology is quite diverse today ... There is no doubt that 
“pandemic determinism” has become a priority in the sociology of social tension today. Sociology 
of social tension has methodological, cognitive, analytical, expert, integrative, prognostic, control, 
and monitoring functions”.3 Speaking of the new vector in the development of modern sociology, 
T. Grabelnykh stresses that 

“In general, it seems that the sociology of social tension as a branch of modern sociology will 
help the formation of new worldview paradigms in understanding the new “social world” and new 
“laws” of sustainable development, analysis and forecasting of its problems and trends. It is im-
portant to conduct a systemic analysis and forecast the problems of achieving social sustainability 
through strategic consensual interactions (or “a political consensus”) and social identification, 
the study of the patterns of development of modern societies in line with the civilization para-
digm. The concept of “pandemic determinism” can become a serious methodological component 
in the study of global processes”.4

The conference sessions worked in two directions: Strategies for sustainable development in 
the modern era and Social tension and technologies of consensual interaction. A joint section was 
held as part of the online conference.

In total, there were 125 reports presented at the conference with 123 articles published in the col-
lection of scientific papers. Among the conference participants there are researchers from various 
branches of science, representatives of government authorities and the public, experts in the eco-
nomic and social spheres. More than 150 people took part in the conference. The conference high-
lights the modern approaches of scientists and practitioners from 6 nation states (Russia, Poland, 
the Republic of Belarus, Lugansk People’s Republic, Serbia, and Montenegro) and 20 Russian 
cities (Irkutsk, Moscow, St. Petersburg, Krasnoyarsk, Kursk, Penza, Simferopol, Yekaterinburg, 
Tyumen, Ulan-Ude, Abakan, Kaliningrad, Smolensk, Togliatti, Tomsk, Khabarovsk). Scientists 
from the Siberian region took an active part in the forum.

1 Spaces of Social Tension, Global and Regional Challenges and Actors of Sustainable Development in 
the Mo dern Era. News from the Institute of Social Sciences, ISU. 2020. Program of the International 
Scientific and Practical Conference “Spaces of social tension, global and regional challenges and actors 
of sustainable development in the modern era: strategic consensual interactions and new breakthroughs” 
(December 10-11, 2020, Irkutsk). Accessed 18 December 2020. http://socio.isu.ru/opencms/ru/sociolab/
docs/Program10-11.12.2020-1.pdf [In Russian]

2 Grabelnykh T. I. 2020. “New ‘social world’ and new ‘laws’ of sustainable development as a methodo-
logical challenge and an object of sociology of social tension”. In: Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces 
of Social Tension and Strategic Consensual Interactions in the 21st Century: Collection of Papers, pp. 28. 
Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University Publishing House. [In Russian]

3 The same source. Pp. 29.
4 The same source. Pp. 28-29.
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As noted at previous conferences held at this site, Irkutsk is historically characterized as 
the “middle of the Earth”. Irkutsk history reflects the rich experience of project activity and social 
understanding of social processes of representatives of various spheres of life from different cities 
and regions of their country and other countries on the Irkutsk land.

The December conference, held in Siberia, devoted to the issues of social tension in the focus 
of global and regional challenges, could not but arouse great interest of the scientific community.

67 participants with a scientific degree attended the conference. They were 22 doctors of scienc-
es (doctors of sociological sciences — 11, economic sciences — 4, philosophical sciences — 3, 
medical sciences — 2, chemical sciences — 1, and biological sciences — 1) and 45 candidates of 
sciences (sociological sciences — 16, philosophical sciences — 11, economic sciences — 6, histor-
ical sciences — 3, physical sciences — 2, mathematical sciences — 2, and technical sciences — 2, 
political sciences — 1, legal sciences — 1, pedagogical sciences — 1, medical sciences — 1, and 
biological sciences — 1).

The conference revealed the diversity of research approaches and the unique nature of scientific 
cognitive process in the modern era. The approaches and ideas of young authors on complex is-
sues of scientific research were rather fundamental (or striving for it) and methodological. During 
the conference, the demand for reliable and highly effective scientific instruments in the study of 
the 21st century pandemic and its consequences acquired special significance.

The conference shows a high demand for sociological studies of the processes and phenomena 
of the pandemic and post-pandemic periods. Participants claim the importance of such research at 
the state level. Seven scientific papers presented at the international conference have a grant sup-
port. With the support of RFBR grants, four works are carried out: N. Smakotina The COVID-19 
pandemic as a condition for new global social transformations (Moscow); N. Antonova The right 
for a city in conditions of self-isolation (the case of the Victory Parade in Yekaterinburg) (Yekat-
erinburg); N. Bychkova COVID-19 as a Factor of Social Tension in the United States (Moscow); 
Ya. Leshchenko Problems of the demographic and social development of the Far East in the con-
text of geopolitical challenges (Angarsk). Two research works received a grant from the Russian 
Science Foundation: V. Gavrilyuk, V. Bocharov Inequality and class solidarity in modern Russian 
society (Tyumen); T. Gavrilyuk The working class in a global context: challenges of a post-in-
dustrial society (Tyumen). One work presented at the conference got a grant for young scientists 
from the President of the Russian Federation: M. Chuvashov, A. Mylnikova Research of existing 
models for assessing the connectivity of regional space (Irkutsk).

Extensive discussions took place at the joint section of the conference with the participation of 
students and graduates of Irkutsk State University and other Russian universities.

Summarizing the results of the event, the organizers and participants of the conference thank their 
colleagues and young scientists from different countries and Russian regions, who took part in the dis-
cussion of pressing global problems. At the conference, all interested parties determined a vector for 
further scientific collaboration on expert, scientific and methodological support for sustainable devel-
opment of countries and regions. Conference results were published as a collection of scientific papers.1

1 Grabelnykh T. I. (ed.). 2020. Spaces of Social Tension and Strategic Consensual Interactions in 
the 21st Century: Collection of Papers. Irkutsk: Irkutsk State University Publishing House. 538 pp. 
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