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The contemporary highly competitive social environment generates the need for 
effective foresights on social development. Managing social processes, setting spe-
cific perspectives, selecting and implementing life strategies depend on the existing 
set of ideas of individual social groups about their future. The image of the future 
among the younger generation of Russians has great relevance in such research con-
text. Contemporary youth possess specific features derived from the dramatic chang-
es that have occurred in Russian society. The authors point out that making foresights 
and creating the images of the future are socially significant. The images of society, 
which social groups and individuals have, are methodologically important. A person 
consciously or unconsciously anticipates the individual future and prospects for the 
development of a community, a nation, or a state. In one way or another, people are 
aware of themselves as parts of a community, feel their belonging to it. A person 
correlates his subjective ideas about the social future with the ideas of social groups. 

Thus, the levels of an individual, a generation, and an institution create a com-
plex image of the future. Generalized images reflect the context for recognizing 
the social future. It is worth mentioning, that, surveying the image of the future 
among contemporary Russians, researchers make foresights on national future.

The authors of the book emphasize that the current structure of Russian society 
has influenced the value orientations, priorities, and ideas of Russian youth. Patri-
otism ranks high among young people against the background of promoting patri-
otic themes through mass media.

M. M. Akulich, pp. 75-78



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

76 vol. 2  |  no 3  |  2018

SS
During 2015 sociological survey in the Tyumen region, the authors tested a num-

ber of hypotheses put forward by them. The aim of the project was to study the val-
ue world at the levels of the contemporary community, social groups, and individu-
als, as well as to observe young people’s ideas about the future of various social 
actors. One of the survey sections comprised the study of the image of the future 
inherent in modern youth and the influence of this image on the choice of their life 
paths. The authors employed various methods, but the basic among them was the 
questionnaire survey. This survey was conducted in urban and rural settlements at 
the territory of the Tyumen region (autonomous districts were not surveyed).

The authors conducted 3 mass surveys employing various samples and technol-
ogies; 1,252 respondents took part in the first online survey of young people in the 
age from 15 to 30 (schoolchildren, students, and young professionals). The second 
survey concerned 635 respondents from working youth and specialists with high-
er, incomplete higher, or secondary vocational education. The third population 
survey included 700 respondents from different generations and age groups (be-
tween the ages of 25 and 65). According to the results of conducted sociological 
surveys, the total number of respondents was 2,587.

Thus, the work bases on solid empirical data that encompass a series of mass sur-
veys with various samples and technologies for obtaining data from respondents. The 
total number of respondents testifies to the objectivity of the study results. The surveys 
show various age groups of Russian population. This enabled the research team to 
make a comparative analysis of a number of indicators regarding the respondent’s 
belonging to a certain age group.

Thus, the authors of the collective monograph have done serious work on imple-
menting main theoretical and methodological approaches to the sociological survey 
on the image of the future. They analyzed the future in the categorical field of soci-
ology, relying on the work of such prominent sociologists as M. Weber, K. Marx, E. 
Toffler, and others. The authors conducted a supplementary study on fundamental 
features of the image of the future, as well as its dualistic character. The role of the 
image of the future in the formation and choice of life strategies of modern Russian 
youth was defined. Such theoretical analysis made it possible to reveal the essence 
and content of the image of the future inherent in the new generation of Russians.

The connection between such categories as “spirituality”, “mentality”, “values”, 
and their influence on the process of making foresights among young people takes 
a leading position in the book. The authors emphasize that young people turn to 
innovative activities, especially at the age of 16 or 17. However, there is also an 
identified contradiction between the focus on innovative activity and the lack of 
willingness to “break the traditions” (p. 64). The analysis of empirical data reveals 
that as the younger generation grows up they become more concerned about tra-
ditional values.

The research team explains the identified contradiction by the following trends. 
On the one hand, there is “a transmission of paternalistic attitudes to the interaction 
between the state and the civil society from the generation of parents”. On the 
other hand, “the general properties of the postmodern culture popular among young 
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people has an impact on them resulting in the cultural core erosion, fragmentation 
and gamification of identity, and pluralism of life styles ...” (p. 70). This way to 
explain the paradox of existing attitudes among contemporary youth looks quite 
reasonable.

The results of the study testifying to the young people’s acceptance of the “cul-
tural hegemony of the ethnic majority” are relevant. Thus, the authors of the book 
draw attention to another contradiction between the presence and growth of ethic 
“intolerance” among young people and the declared goals, the objectives of state 
policy, as well as the norms of interaction in the multi-cultural social space. In 
addition, young people show intolerance to the representatives of informal subcul-
tures. Such intolerant attitude depends on the gender of the respondents.
Furthermore, the book addresses the issue of the youth’s creative potential. Creative 
self-realization is the first practical and objective action of a young person to design 
and implement his image of the future. Researchers have recorded a shift in crea-
tive self-realization towards “applied” creativity as a person grows older. This 
change in interests occurs when “young adults start their own families and concen-
trate on more pragmatic areas of life, achieving comfort and aesthetic transforma-
tion of private space” (p. 77).

More to the point, the researchers focus on the attitude towards citizenship as 
one of the segments that forms social reality of the youth. The results here depend 
on the answers to the question on patriotism as a social phenomenon. A compara-
tive analysis of data for 2005 and 2015 enhances the value of the conducted survey. 
The authors record a significant decrease in the share of respondents among the 
younger generation of Russians, who think that “being ready to defend their home-
land means being a patriot” (from 48.9% in 2005 to 33.2% in 2015). According to 
the researchers, the decrease is caused by the fact that the issue of military service 
has become less significant than a decade ago. We can note that a possible factor 
why being ready to protect the homeland has become less significant among young 
people is probably a decrease in terrorist acts within the country compared to the 
beginning of the 2000s, as well as military stability in the regions of the North 
Caucasus.

The authors of the study observe a significant increase in the number of respond-
ents who are ready to go abroad forever, compared to 2005 (from 13.7% to 22.1%). 
At the same time, there is a decrease in the number of those who would like to go 
abroad for some time (from 59.6% to 45.1%). Thus, we can talk about the chang-
es in the underlying causes of being ready to migrate among the younger generation 
of Russians.

The data on the image of Russia in the perception of the population are of great 
interest as well. Relying on the material presented in one of the chapters, we can 
make a number of conclusions. Firstly, people under 30 have an inclination to see 
Russia as “a great power that other countries respect and fear”, however, for peo-
ple from 31 to 40 years old, the image of “not such a strong country, but with a 
high standard of living” is more relevant. Secondly, contrary to media perception 
on the opposition between Russia and the West, majority of the younger generation 
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agree that “Russia is an integral part of Western civilization”. At the same time, it 
is even more significant that there are people who support the Western way for 
Russia (42.8% of the population).

For a modern person the image of the future is inseparable from professional 
self-realization. That is why the authors of the book consider some characteristics 
of young people’s individual attitude to work. The authors correlate the ideal place 
of work to the age group of respondents. It is noted that the younger the respondents 
are, the more categorical are their work requirements. However, when people get 
older they experience a shift towards stability, lack of pressure from the manage-
ment, and availability of prospects. Analyzing the vision of modern youth on work 
and career, the researchers make some valuable conclusions.

The final chapter of the collective monograph comprises a comparative analysis 
of assessments of the image of the future among various generations of the Tyumen 
region residents. The practical and theoretical value of such a comparison is beyond 
doubt. In this regard, a comparative survey of assessing the prospects for Russian 
society is of great relevance. The youngest group of respondents (15-17 years old) 
alarm the authors by their radical opinions about the future of Russian society. 
More than half of these respondents (57.1%) are sure that there will be a decrease 
in the family value and an increase in the generation gap. 

In conclusion, the researchers point out that, despite noticeable negative so-
cio-economic trends in Russia, modern youth are much more satisfied with life 
in the Russian Federation than their predecessors. Thus, there are positive pre-
requisites to strengthen the social identity of modern youth, as well as their ef-
fective social, professional and economic integration into a city, region, and 
country dimensions.

The authors make a conclusion that the variability of the image of the future 
among young people at the present time can serve as the only basis for social ac-
tion. One can agree that in an unstable transitive society one is to have different 
images or scenarios for the development of the future, and not be limited to any of 
them. The modern rapidly developing and globalizing world, with a high rate of 
change, does not provide an opportunity to plan either a professional career or even 
a private life once and for all. In this regard, the concept of “the image of the fu-
ture” is significant for new generations in choosing their life strategy. This concept 
enables young people to make a generalized and strategic choice of a life path, 
contains the possibility of its variation without damaging basic values and achiev-
ing success on the path of self-realization.

Thus, the collective monograph The Image of the Future Inherent in the New 
Generation of Russians is undoubtedly relevant for everyone professionally inter-
ested in social policy, youth policy, and regional development. The book provides 
an expertise on the correlation between the empirical data analysis and theoretical 
interpretation of the results with reference to the concepts and ideas of many prom-
inent scientists. This approach will be of great interest for the academic commu-
nity, professional sociologists, teachers, graduate students, and students of social 
sciences and humanities.
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