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My colleagues have recently published their monograph within the framework 
“Regional Social Capital in Crisis Affected Conditions”, funded by the Russian 
Foundation for Basic Research (Grant No. 16-03-00188-OSS). The group consisted 
of the employees of the Vologda Scientific Center (the Russian Academy of 
Sciences) and professors of Cherepovets State University. T.A. Guzhavina, a leading 
researcher of the center, Ph.D., Associate Professor, supervised the group. The 
research theme is relevant and sound. The authors aimed to understand the way 
social capital functions in crisis affected conditions, whether the existing social 
capital stock can assist people in coping with the severity of the crisis and the way 
this process can lead to the replenishment of social capital stocks in the region and 
the country as a whole. The task, in my vision, is rather ambitious.

The work opens with a chapter on the socio-economic situation in the Vologda 
region, which has become a platform for researchers. This is not by chance. The 
Vologda Scientific Center, which celebrated its twentieth anniversary in 2015, has 
a long-term experience in conducting similar socio-economic research. Over the 
years of its existence, serious scientific schools have been formed there, experienced 
sociologists and economists work for the Center.

The data obtained by the team showed, that the region experienced a serious 
impact of the 2008 and 2014 crises, as a result of which its population faced the 
problem of adapting to new conditions. This situation demanded a search for new 
resources. These, according to social capital theorists, must be intangible resources 
that can both activate and supplement material ones.

The authors have done significant theoretical work, studying the concept of social 
capital. They presented the concept in a historical context, but the main thing is 
that they managed to demonstrate its connection and interaction with crises. This 
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made it possible to apply many theoretical constructs of the authors’ concept to the 
analysis of the regional community. The undoubted merit of the collaboration was 
the development of a methodology for measuring social capital. This is one of the 
most acute problems in the study of the studied phenomenon. Having analyzed 
accumulated scientific experience in measuring social capital, scientists proposed 
an original indicator model for this. The use of this approach can be rather effective 
and beneficial and serve as an opportunity to study social capital in various Russian 
regions. The experience of constructing a model and its application showed the 
validity of this technique. The data obtained in the collaborative study of two 
subjects of the North-West Federal District allowed to test the model.

Furthermore, it is essential to observe the experience in applying this methodology 
to the study of various spheres with social capital externalities. It is necessary to 
assess the level of social capital accumulation among representatives of various 
societal and territorial communities, its impact on socio-economic attitudes and 
the population adaptation potential. Of interest is the authors’ attempt to identify 
the mechanisms for the social capital formation in the family as a social institution. 
This is only an attempt, but it provides another research prospect.

In general, it is critical to emphasize that the theoretical background of the work 
and the empirical material are rather fundamental, giving it a practical focus. The 
monograph is intended for both scientists and practitioners. The authors’ conclusions 
and recommendations can be used to prepare solutions in various management 
areas. The work introduces new unconventional scientific data into the scientific 
context. It can be used in the educational process as a useful source of empirical 
materials. In general, the monograph Regional social capital in crisis affected 
settings is of interest to specialists concerned with the issues of socio-economic 
development of regional communities.


