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Abstract. This article indicates the main tendencies of social and economic dynamics of the coastal 
regions of the Arctic. These are the territories, currently connected with the prospects of Russia’s 
policy towards China as a new economic centre of the world economy. The authors show that the 
Arctic’s seaside position is an objective factor of district formation, although not all coastal territo-
ries use effectively their competitive advantages. The characteristic features of the coastal regions 
include availability of port activity in the sectoral structure of the regional economy, developed 
marine industrial fisheries, and a significant contribution of the coastal infrastructure to regional 
development. The analysis employs the index method by calculating the integrated indicator of 
socio-economic development of the region as an aggregate of the indicator of general economic 
development, as well as socio-demographic and resource-sector indices. The results reveal that 
the key sources of growth of the coastal regions of the Arctic are still the branches of the mining 
complex. This paper lists the positive dynamics of specific types of activities that determine the 
competitiveness of marine territories as port activity, fishing industry, recreation, and tourism. The 
authors prove that, despite the positive dynamics of economic development, the coastal regions of 
the Arctic have so far failed to ensure a decent standard of living for the population and stimulate 
the development of social infrastructure at the level of the regions of the European part of Russia. 
As a positive trend, there has been a reduction in the differentiation of the Arctic coastal regions of 
Russia in terms of socio-economic development indices. The authors suppose that, in the coming 
years, the coastal regions of Russia may play a significant role in the country’s economy, determining 
the potential for its integration into the world economic system and competitive advantages in the 
development of the resources of the World Ocean.
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INTRODUCTION
The coastal regions traditionally play a unique role in creating the prerequisites for 
sustainable social and economic development of the Russian Federation, determin-
ing its competitive advantages in international trade. That would stipulate the 
country’s success in the development of marine technologies and fisheries, as these 
regions have been Russia’s marine outpost for more than a decade. 

By the early 1990s, Russia has lost many of its territories adjacent to the Baltic, 
Black, Azov, and Caspian seas. In the remaining regions, there was a reduction in 
the volume of marine activity, which led to the population leaving port cities and 
other coastal settlements. At the beginning of the 21st century, the situation in coast-
al areas (as well as in other regions of Russia) improved, though the restoration of 
the coastal regions’ pre-reform potential remained impossible until recently. 

Since the Crimea joined the Russian Federation in 2014, the number of coastal 
regions increased up to 23 federation subjects. In the coming years, their importance 
will supposedly grow, which would determine the potential for integrating Russian 
economy into the world economic system, as well as aid in developing the World 
Ocean’s resources. First, we mean the Siberian and Far Eastern coastal regions, 
which are Russia’s prospective bridge to the East, in particular, the new economic 
centre of the world economy—China. This highlights the need for studying the 
problems and prospects connected with the development of the Arctic coastal re-
gions.

Scientific foundations of the research
In the Russian Federation, several scientific schools have formed, focusing on the 
functioning and integrated development of coastal areas and water areas of the 
country. The most active research is conducted by the Council for the Study of the 
Productive Forces of the RF Ministry of Economic Development and the scientists 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences. It is worth to note the research projects by 
Immanuel Kant Baltic Federal University Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute, 
St. Petersburg State University [1], and the University of Tyumen [21].

Currently, the main areas of scientific research of coastal territories include 
studying the following:

 � the demographic potential of the coastal zone in order to substantiate the 
most effective approaches to solve socio-demographic and other problems 
by intensifying any methods of marine activities to stop the degradation of 
settlements of various types (as suggested by K. Small and R. Nicholls [19], 
J. Cohen [4], et al.); 
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 � the transport potential of developing Russian coastal territories [13] in order 
to increase traffic and cargo loads, promote demand for transport services of 
Russian companies, integrate the transport system of coastal regions into 
interregional, national, and international transport and logistics networks;

 � the potential of international trade with active involvement in the process of 
coastal areas (see Cohen and O. O. Smirnova et al. [4, 20]) for the purpose 
of intensive development of international economic integration and enhance-
ment of coastal territories’ participation in global economic processes;

 � the influence of globalisation on the coastal regions of Russia in the context 
of solving the most large-scale and acute problems of the social and eco-
nomic development of the territories and reducing territorial disparities and 
asymmetries in the spatial development of the country (as suggested by 
S. S. Artobolevsky [2], A. G. Druzhinin [6], A. Melchior [16], et al.).

Nowadays, researchers (namely V. V. Ivchenko, V. Krykov et al. and A. N. Pi-
lyasov) actively develop a new research direction—studying the features of the 
coastal regions’ formation in the context of our country’s innovative economy 
development [14, 15, 18].

General characteristics of the coastal regions of Russia 
A. G. Granberg defines the coastal regions as territories that have access to the sea 
[12]. In Russia, such regions occupy more than 60% of the country’s territory. They 
are located mainly in the sparsely populated Eastern and Northern territories.

The coastal position is a definitive factor of district formation. Its key features, 
as highlighted by the research literature, include the following:

 � a special “coastal” character of settlements, characterised by a high concen-
tration of population;

 � specific character of the sectoral and territorial organisation of the coastal 
regions’ economy, expressed in the development of economic activities re-
lated to the sea and marine transport (shipbuilding and repair, fishing indus-
try, recreation and tourism), and industries based on imported materials. 

According to G. G. Gogoberidze and M. A. Mamaeva, the Marine Board under 
the Government of the Russian Federation allocates four groups of coastal territo-
ries: the Atlantic, Arctic, Pacific, and Caspian regions [11] (Table 1).

Despite the existing heterogeneity, the following main features of these regions 
can be distinguished: 

 � marine transport in the sectoral structure of the economy;
 � advanced marine industrial fishery;
 � a significant influence of coastal infrastructure on the regional development. 

Meanwhile, not all coastal regions use their competitive advantages of sea access 
effectively. To explain this, as well as to fulfil the coastal territories’ potential would 
require the following: a study of their history; an in-depth analysis of their so-
cio-economic situation; and the search for new promising solutions to the problems 
of their functioning and development.
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METHODS
This research relied on the index method, which involves comparing the actual 
values of social and economic development indices of the region at different time. 
This method is very popular among scholars and practitioners, since it allows com-
paring the difficult-to-measure elements of a common phenomenon and drawing 
scientifically grounded conclusions on trends in its development.

The complex indicator, characterising the socio-economic situation in the coast-
al regions, is calculated as the average of three indices (according to Gogoberidze 
and Mamaeva [10, 11]):

 � an indicator of general economic development;
 � a socio-demographic indicator;
 � resource and industry indicator.

The indicator of the general economic development includes indices that provide 
general economic information about the level of the territory’s development. The 
most important characteristics of the economic development of the coastal regions 
include

 � an indicator of gross regional product (GRP), estimated by the GRP physical 
volume index—it allows characterising the current state of the economy of 
the coastal region;

 � an indicator of attracted investments, estimated by the volume index of 
fixed investments—it reflects the level of economic attractiveness of the 
coastal region for investment and provides conclusions on the prospects 
for the territory’s further development;

 � an indicator of foreign economic activity, estimated by the index of foreign 
trade turnover (the amount of imports and exports) in percent compared to 
the previous year—it characterises the level of international economic at-
tractiveness of the marine entity and the degree of its involvement in the 
world economy;

Table 1. Structure of RF coastal regions

Atlantic regions Arctic regions Pacific regions Caspian regions 

St. Petersburg
Leningrad Region

Kaliningrad Region
Rostov Region

Krasnodar Region

Murmansk Region
Republic of Karelia
Arkhangelsk Region
Nenets Autonomous 
Area (in the Arkhan-

gelsk Region)
Yamal-Nenets  

Autonomous Area (in 
the Tyumen Region)
Krasnoyarsk Region
Republic of Sakha 

(Yakutia) 

Sakhalin Region
Primorsky Territory
Khabarovsk Region

Magadan Region
Kamchatka Territory
Chukotka Autono-

mous Area

Astrakhan Region
Republic of Kalmykia
Republic of Daghestan

Crimea
Sevastopol
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 � an indicator of environmental sustainability, estimated by the pollutant emis-
sion index in the atmospheric air in percent compared to the previous year — 
it allows monitoring the degree of sustainability of the ecological situation 
in a coastal region, and can be calculated with the formula

 I = |1 − Iф|, (1)

where Iф is the indicator value calculated from the data of the Federal State 
Statistics Service or other sources.

The socio-demographic indicator includes indices that allow tracking trends in 
the dynamics of the quality of life in the coastal areas. The most important char-
acteristics include such factors as

 � an indicator of labour force, estimated by the dynamics of the labour force 
index in the region in percent compared to the previous year—a very impor-
tant indicator both for the purposes of operational planning (to assess the 
possibilities of employing labour resources in the regional economy with 
certain physical and intellectual abilities to work) and for the purposes of 
strategic planning and evaluation of the strategic potential for the region’s 
sustainable development;

 � an indicator of unemployment, estimated by the dynamics of the level of 
registered unemployment (in percent)—one of the most important indices 
of the labour market, which allows characterising the potential of the eco-
nomic development of the coastal regions by including unemployed citizens 
in the reproduction processes at the regional level; can be calculated by the 
formula (1);

 � an indicator of human development, estimated by the dynamics of the human 
development index (%), characterising such three main aspects of human 
life, as healthy life, information, and a decent standard of living;

 � an indicator of the population’s poverty, estimated by the dynamics of the 
population with cash incomes below the subsistence level (%); it reflects the 
change in the scale of poverty and inequality in the population of a coastal 
region and indirectly indicates the stability of the social situation in the giv-
en territory; can be calculated by the formula (1).

Resource and industry indicator combines the indices, reflecting the most char-
acteristic features of all coastal regions, as well as the degree of participation of 
each of them in the marine activities of the Russian Federation, including

 � an indicator of port activity, estimated by the dynamics of port facilities’ 
cargo load in coastal regions (%)—it allows assessing the contribution of 
sea transport and port infrastructure into a region’s economic development; 
this, therefore, reflects the specifics of economic activity of the coastal 
regions;

 � an indicator of the development of fishing, estimated by the changes in num-
bers of fishing and fish farming enterprises and organisations in the region 
(%)—it allows tracking the development of the secondary sector of the 
economy of fisheries and fish farming, specific for coastal regions;
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 � an indicator of tourist significance, estimated by the changes in the share of 
hotel and restaurant businesses in the sectoral structure of gross value added 
(%)—it allows characterising the contribution of the tourism industry into 
the development of a coastal region, indirectly assessing the degree of a 
coastal infrastructure’s development.

Thus, the system of indices used to characterise the socio-economic devel-
opment of coastal regions includes both single and complex indices, which, in 
their turn, can be calculated or they can be statistical, depending on the meth-
odology for determining them. Complex indices allow characterising several 
key parameters of the socio-economic development of the territory. That in-
cludes the following indices: an indicator of general economic development, 
an indicator of socio-economic development, and an indicator of resource-sec-
toral development. Their combination, expressed by a complex index of social 
and economic development of a coastal region, allows drawing a general con-
clusion about the level and problems of the socio-economic development of a 
particular territory. 

Table 2. Social and economic features of the Russian Arctic coastal regions compared 
to the previous year, % (2015 to 2014)
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Murmansk Region 1.013 1.025 0.942 0.007 0.993 0.27 1.045 0.165 0.64 0.917 0.928

Republic of Karelia 1.004 0.906 0.686 0.010 1.000 0.20 1.004 0.155 1 1.032 0.900

Arkhangelsk Region 1.011 0.925 0.868 0.102 0.993 0.19 1.001 0.123 0.9 1 0.857

Nenets Autonomous 
Area 1.036 1.263 0.333 0.186 1.000 0.53 1.000 0.078 1 1 1

Yamal-Nenets 
Autonomous Area 1.020 0.871 1.939 0.090 0.963 0.29 1.000 0.087 1 0.75 1

Krasnoyarsk Region 0.978 1.084 0.873 0.051 0.985 0.08 1.000 0.126 0.01 1.037 0.875

Sakha Republic 
(Yakutia) 1.020 1.104 0.775 0.065 0.996 0.25 1.000 0.086 1 1.03 1

Sources: for the statistics — the RF Federal State Statistics Service [7]; the index of the 
foreign trade is calculated according to the RF Federal Customs Service [8]; the index of 
human development — according to the UN project Human Development Report in Russian 
Regions in 2014 and Human Development Report in Russian Regions in 2013 [3]
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Tables 2 and 3 present the socio-economic characteristics of the Arctic coastal 
regions in the context of the above-mentioned system of indices. 

RESULTS
The data in Tables 2 and 3 allow drawing a number of conclusions. The indices of 
general economic development of all the regions surveyed demonstrate significant-
ly better dynamics than resource-sectoral and socio-demographic indices. The 
volume indices of the GRP of these territories indicate an increase in their econom-
ic potential. The volume indices of fixed investments exceed the average Russian 
indices, and such growth trend of regional potential in the medium term may hope-
fully continue. The index of foreign trade turnover, formed mainly through exports, 
raises the issue of the competitiveness of products, in which natural resources 
dominate the structure. It is noteworthy that it is the indices of general economic 
development that determine the position of a particular territory among the Arctic 
coastal regions. Maintaining high growth rates in the coastal regions’ economies 
requires them to participate more actively in the processes of developing the nat-
ural-resource potential and to monitor its use.

Table 3. Social and economic characteristics of the Arctic coastal regions of Russia 
compared to the previous year, % (2016 by 2015)
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Murmansk Region 1.006 0.851 1.112 0.159 0.978 0.013 1.045 0.024 1.518 1.073 0.867

Republic of Karelia 1.001 1.060 1.039 0.208 0.999 0.045 1.004 0.055 1.0 0.765 1.0

Arkhangelsk Region 1.086 0.984 1.061 1.0 0.972 0.044 1.001 0.077 0.684 1.292 0.429

Nenets Autonomous 
Area 1.026 0.748 1.0 0.147 1.026 0.076 1.000 0.082 1.212 1.286 1.0

Yamal-Nenets 
Autonomous Area 1.043 1.402 1.288 0.023 1.018 0.278 1.000 0.013 1.0 1.0 1.0

Krasnoyarsk Region 0.958 1.073 0.763 0.046 0.987 0.016 1.000 0.026 1.0 1.0 0.857

Sakha Republic 
(Yakutia) 1.019 1.392 1.147 0.105 0.977 0.014 1.000 0.042 1.0 1.0 1.0

Sources: for the statistics—the RF Federal State Statistics Service [7]; the index of the foreign 
trade is calculated according to the RF Federal Customs Service [8]; the index of human 
development—according to the UN project Human Development Report in Russian Regions 
in 2014 and Human Development Report in Russian Regions in 2013 [3] 
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The indicator of resource-sectoral development, which characterises particular 
(for the coastal regions) activities, illustrates the positive trends. However, its 
level is significantly lower than in the other Russian coastal regions. Among the 
traditional activities, fishing and fish farming are most actively developing, while 
port areas remain problematic (though negative tendencies of the late 1990s have 
been solved in the regions). The low level of the indicator of resource-sectoral 
development in a number of Arctic coastal regions (in particular, in the Arkhan-
gelsk Region) shows insufficient usage of the marine development potential of 
the regions.

The socio-demographic indicator illustrates the traditional problem of Russian 
remote regions, namely, the negative trends in the labour force. Meanwhile, Tables 
(1 and 2) indicate the fact that in the short term, the loss of labour resources can 
be compensated by their qualitative improvement, as evidenced by rather high 
values of the human development index. 

In general, the dynamics of economic and resource-sectoral indices are much 
more attractive than the dynamics of socio-demographic indices: in the period 
under study, the growth rates of economic development indices were three times 
higher than the social indices.

Fig. 1. Indices of social and economic development of the Russian Arctic  
coastal regions compared to the previous year, % (2015 to 2014)
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Fig. 2. Indices of social and economic development of the Russian Arctic  
coastal regions compared to the previous year, % (2016 to 2015)
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Figs. 1 and 2 show the dynamics of complex and single indices of social and eco-
nomic development of the Arctic coastal regions in Russia.

In 2015, the Yamal-Nenets Autonomous Area demonstrated the highest devel-
opment dynamics among the Arctic coastal territories of Russia; in 2016, it was 
the Nenets Autonomous Area. Both of these regions had the highest resource-sec-
toral development indicator. The rich natural and resource potential of the Areas 
can be explained by the concentration of hydrocarbon reserves and solid minerals, 
an extensive coastal line, unique natural, climatic, and historical complexes, which 
can attract Russian and foreign tourists to these territories. Although the competi-
tiveness of the economies of both the Yamal-Nenets Autonomous Area and the 
Nenets Autonomous Area rely on the activities typical of all the coastal regions, 
that the high dynamics of the regions’ development can be explained primarily by 
the economic indices of the oil and gas complex, which serves as the basic sector 
of regional economies.

This feature of the sectoral structure of the economy quarantees a quick growth 
of the population’s living standards in the autonomous areas not only in compari-
son with the rest of the Arctic coastal regions, but also with other RF territories, 
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even despite their remoteness from the country’s centre and weak infrastructural 
security.

The rather high stability in the leading regions’ structure includes, in addition to 
the above mentioned regions, the Arkhangelsk and Murmansk Regions. These 
regions succeeded in creating comfortable (in comparison with other Arctic coast-
al regions) conditions for the residents’ mundane lives, active development, and 
systematic reproduction of human and labour potentials. 

On the positive side, we should note the tendency in 2016 to equalise the Arctic 
coastal territories in terms of their socio-economic development. If in 2015, the 
“gap” between the most and least prosperous regions was more than 10 times, in 
2016, it was reduced to the level of 1.6 times (Figs. 1 and 2).

CONCLUSION
1. Leading Russian and international research centres and schools study the 

problems of social and economic development of coastal regions. Currently, 
that includes the following: the demographic potential of coastal areas; the 
transport potential of the Russian coastal territories; the potential of inter-
national trade with coastal regions; the influence of globalisation processes 
on coastal regions; the coastal territories’ distinctive features in the context 
of solving the problems of innovative economy’s development.

2. Indices of general economic and resource-sectoral development of the Arc-
tic coastal regions demonstrate significantly better dynamics than socio-de-
mographic indices. As a positive trend, we should note a decrease in the 
differentiation of the Arctic coastal regions by the most important socio-eco-
nomic indices in 2015-2016.

3. The leading coastal regions of the Arctic can be characterised by high (com-
pared to other Russian regions) rates of socio-economic development caused 
by the changes in the oil and gas complex—the basic sector of their region-
al economies. The key activities traditionally determining the competitiveness 
of marine territories—marine industrial fishing, shipping and shipbuilding—
still cannot be compared with it in terms of their contribution to the gross 
regional product and the territories’ development.

4. Despite the positive trends of economic development, the Arctic coastal 
regions have so far failed to ensure a decent standard of living for the pop-
ulation and to stimulate the development of social infrastructure at the level 
compared to the country’s central part.

5. It can be assumed that the unique position of the Arctic coastal regions, as 
well as the development of their resources and international transport routes, 
will not only ensure sustainable socio-economic development of coastal 
territories, but it will also contribute to achieving geopolitical stability and 
full implementation of the RF strategic interests in the Arctic.
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Abstract. This article analyses the uncharted changes in the structure of the life attitudes and 
value orientations of the population in the Krasnoyarsk Region for the 26 years of the country’s 
socio-economic shift. The author analyses the respondents’ meaning of life in the two capacities: 
1) the prospects for the desired future and 2) the orientations at finite and pragmatic values. This 
study relies on five representative studies in the region with the help of formalised interviews 
with comparable methodologies. The analysis of the data obtained has employed the methods of 
mathematical statistics (correlation and factor analysis). The author uses the notion of hierarchical 
level of value orientations on a 7-level scale of needs, in accordance with a modified Maslow’s 
hierarchy of needs. The study covers occurring transformation of life attitudes and orientations of 
the region’s population as well in the context of E. Fromm’s dichotomy of “being” and “having”. 
The results show three image types of the desired future, the social values and characteristics of 
which were analysed then: 1) Material wealth and prestige, 2) Work and family, and 3) Spiritual 
and moral development. The author establishes that the set of attitudes referring to the desired 
future’s image type Material wealth and the related finite and pragmatic values correspond to the 
prevailing type of social order in Russia. He shows that, in the mass consciousness of the Kras-
noyarsk Territory’s population, there was a rise in the value orientations involving prestige-con-
sumerism, hedonism, and family-prestige. The regional society requires more social practices 
based on values of lower levels close to the pole of “having”. Accordingly, it is transitioning 
from the survival to development stage. During the study period, the respondents’ confidence 
in fulfilling their image of the desired future nearly doubled. The author concludes that a large 
part of the regions’ population adapts to the current social situation socially, psychologically, 
and morally. The spread of the public life views and orientations of lower levels is an important 
factor that determines the continued social change, which prevents the society from achieving 
a higher level of development.
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INTRODUCTION
The changes in Russian society in more than a quarter-century have seriously af-
fected the value-semantic sphere of the individual, the most important element of 
which is the meaning of life. That includes more than just the borders and popula-
tion. The fact that the communist ideology has gone into oblivion, and the so-
cio-economic formation has changed (new scientific and political discussions are 
ongoing about the characteristics of the new system and its concrete definition, 
though it is not relevant to this article) helps to understand the current realities of 
the Russian life. Of course, there have been significant changes in the value orien-
tations of the country’s population, the quintessence of which is the understanding 
of the meaning of life. We find that, in research and management practice, the in-
fluence of the system of the population’s values on the formation of the social 
structure and socio-economic development is rarely taken into account. A very 
popular approach revolves around the “socio-economic basis” being the main de-
terminant of both sociocultural processes and features of the spiritual life of soci-
ety. Meanwhile, people’s notions of the meaning of life are not only the result of 
the influence by socio-economic and socio-cultural processes; they are also an 
active independent factor of social transformations. Questions arise as in what 
direction our society has progressed over the past quarter of a century: was it to 
spirituality and altruism, or to selfishness and consumerism?

This influences the country’s further development to a significant degree. Yet 
both the structure and the trends of such important basic value orientations of the 
Siberians, as their meaningful value orientations, have not been studied fully.

Literature review
Sociological studies of meanings go back to the works by such renowned world 
sociologists as É. Durkheim [4] and T. Parsons [17, 18]. A significant contribution 
to the development of the sociological approach to the analysis of meaning belongs 
to A. Schütz, who viewed it as the central category in the analysis of social reality. 
We should also note the important role of J. Alexander [1], Z. Bauman [2], P. Berg-
er [3], E. Hoffmann [6, 7], and T. Lukman [3] among other contemporary Western 
sociologists.

In contemporary Russian sociology, people’s notions of the meaning of life have 
been studied since 1980s, e.g., in the fundamental work by L. N. Kogan [11]. Lat-
er, we published the monograph The Meaning of Life: Problems and Searches 
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(1990, Kiev: Politizdat). Particular interest belongs to the recently published works 
by Zh. T. Toshchenko, who analyses this phenomenon from the standpoint of the 
sociology of life [30, p. 3-14]. According to him, 

“If we define the concept of ‘meaning’, then it is necessary to understand the 
essential, most important value orientations to achieve the goals that determine 
the main content of their life. To a certain extent, this is the ultimate goal, which 
can act both as a generalised value and as the leader in the main types of people’s 
activities“ [31, p. 9]. 

Therefore, an important methodological problem in the sociological studies of 
the meaning of human life is the classification of values. In the contemporary so-
ciology, there are various approaches and the corresponding research methods to 
solving this issue. Many Western and Russian researchers showed great interest in 
the approaches to the values classification and the methods based on them, pub-
lished by M. Rokich [21, 22], G. Hofstede [9], Sh. Schwartz [24-27], R. Inglehart, 
K. Welzel, H. D. Klingemann [32, 33], among others.

Since the late 1980s, on Inglehart’s initiative, an international longitudinal World 
Values Survey has been carried out, covering about 100 countries (including Rus-
sia). Inglehart used an abridged version of the technique created by Sh. Schwartz 
for the empirical verification of his approach. Inglehart, relying on the World Val-
ues Survey 1989-1991 (conducted in 43 countries around the world), established 
important features of the inhabitants of rich and poor countries. They expressed 
the uniqueness of the population’s value orientations through the prism of two 
scales: “traditional values — secular-rational values” and “survival values — ex-
pression values” [10]. 

Among these approaches, an important place belongs to the concept based on 
Abraham Maslow’s theory on the hierarchical structure of human needs [13]. Its 
widely used version contains five levels; there is also a “seven-level” version, where 
the top level is the need for self-expression (personal growth). The latter distin-
guishes further three sublevels: 1) cognitive needs, 2) aesthetic needs, and 3) needs 
for personal fulfilment.

Any type of society can be characterised by the prevalence of a certain level of 
needs with a set of inherent values. In accordance with Maslow’s hierarchy, Ingle-
hart’s scale “survival — expression” demonstrates the process of transition from 
the realisation of physiological needs to the satisfaction of higher human intentions. 

The questionnaire, based on Schwartz’s approach, was the foundation for the 
European Social Research. The data, obtained with its help in Russia, were com-
pared to the value orientations of the inhabitants of most European countries (see 
V. S. Magun and M. G. Rudnev [12, p. 245]). N. S. Mastikova [14, p. 36] also 
carried out a comparative analysis of the studies of the values of the inhabitants of 
Russia and Europe in 1990–1912. A number of studies (including Yu. A. Popkov’s 
and M. A. Ryabova’s) analysed the value orientations of various groups of Siberia’s 
population [19, 23]. In several Siberian regions, according to the interregional 
program Sociocultural Evolution of Russia and its Regions, there were studies, 
which used the methodology of studying value orientations developed by a corre-

V. G. Nemirovskiy, pp. 20-40



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

23vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
sponding member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, prof. N. I. Lapin. Yet so 
far, the meaningful ideas and orientations of the inhabitants of the macroregion 
have been insufficiently studied. 

Research approach
Back in 1990, based on the activity oriented, structural, and functional approach-
es, as well as the methodological principle of the minimal universe, and relying 
on the contemporary scientific world image, we developed an innovative socio-
logical concept of the meaning of life. This concept “represents a stable, dominant 
direction of group or individual consciousness, which is directly manifested in 
the social activities of the individual and has a social value”. It acts as a hierar-
chical system of dispositions, covering various “levels” of individual and mass 
consciousness, as well as unconscious, rational, and affective elements. Accord-
ingly, its implementation requires the use of various projective and other methods 
that have a psychological origin, as well as the use of mathematical statistics for 
data processing: correlation, regression, and factor analysis. Based on the 
post-nonclassical universal theoretical-methodological approach (that we have 
developed), ten conceptions of the meaning of life were singled out [16, pp. 269-
276]. 

In this work, the meaning of life is viewed through the prism of the image of the 
desired future, acting as one of the forms of social representations, which has an 
intense temporal component. This article analyses value expression of the meaning 
of life in the context of population orientations towards terminal and instrumental 
values.

In contemporary sociological science, as in psychology, the notion of a hier-
archical structure of needs, value orientations, attitudes, dispositions, and other 
similar phenomena is widespread. The approaches that share such views, include 
the hierarchy of needs (which is associated with the hierarchical system of cor-
responding values) developed by one of the founders of humanistic psycholo-
gy—A. Maslow, which contains the seven levels of the system of personality 
phenomena (including value orientations) presented in transpersonal psychology 
and sociology. V. A. Yadov’s four levels of personality dispositions belong here 
as well, same as the four levels of the depth of meaning of life, singled out by 
G. Ricker and P. Wong [20]. 

Since the late 1980s, we have relied in our research on the seven-level system 
of values. This hierarchy is based on the principles “from the material to the 
spiritual” and “from egoism to altruism”. Since birth, a person has seven types of 
needs (Maslow). The contemporary hierarchy, based on contemporary research, is 
as follows: 

“0. need for destruction (including self-destruction); 1. physiological needs; 
2. need for security; 3. need for communion and love; 4. need for respect (rev-
erence); 5. cognitive and moral needs; 6. creative and aesthetic needs, needs for 
personal expression and fulfilment; 7. socially-altruistic and spiritual needs” 
[15, p. 35-41]. 
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They correspond to certain values directly interconnected with the social situa-

tion. If there is a growth in the values, based on the zero-level needs, that can be 
an indicator of the whole society changing towards self-destruction. The first-lev-
el values reflect a survival phase. Development is the key of the second level of 
values. On the next (third) level, the society becomes stable and independent. The 
fourth level sees social transformation to social well-being and harmonious devel-
opment. Only at this level, social and moral standards become effective public 
regulators.

The subsequent levels denote higher stages of a person’s spiritual development, 
which are yet insufficiently realised in contemporary human societies. We also 
share E. Fromm’s approach, according to which there are two modes of human 
existence, or two deep principles: 

“Empirical anthropological and psychoanalytic data tend to demonstrate that 
having and being are two fundamental modes of experience, the respective 
strengths of which determine the differences between the characters of individ-
uals and various types of social character” [5, p. 203]. 

We have used 17 terminal and 17 instrumental values. The belonging of a par-
ticular value to a certain level was determined by the method of peer review.

Research hypothesis
In 1991-2016, there was a decrease in the hierarchical level of the value content 
of meaningful representations and orientations of the population of the Krasnoyarsk 
Territory, which was reflected in the growth of prestige-consumer, hedonistic, and 
family-prestigious orientations, on the one hand, and decrease in cultural and mor-
al orientations on the other. 

METHODS
This article relies on the materials of five empirical studies conducted by sociolo-
gists from Krasnoyarsk State University (since 2006 — Siberian Federal Univer-
sity) in the second largest Russian region — the Krasnoyarsk Territory. The survey 
questioned 

 � in 1991 — 1,488 respondents; 
 � 2005 — 1,800 respondents; 
 � 2010 — 1,000 respondents1;
 � 2015 — 1,568 respondents2;
 � 2016 — 1,000 respondents.

1 The research of 2010 was supported by the Russian Fund for the Humanities, project No 
10-03-00001a Peculiarities of the Socio-cultural Portrait of the Krasnoyarsk Territory.

2 The research of 2015 was supported by the Russian Foundation for the Humanities, pro-
ject No 13-03-00379a Dynamics of Socio-cultural Processes in the East Siberian Region 
in the Context of Contemporary Modernisation of Russia (The Case of Sociological Re-
search in the Krasnoyarsk Territory).
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In 1991, 2005, and 2010, the survey employed formalised interviews, in 2015 

and 2016—semi-formalised interviews. In all these cases, stratified, multistage, 
regionalised, and quota sampling was used, represented in accordance with the 
respondents’ age, education, and the settlements’ structure of the region. In 1991 
and 2005, the survey covered 32 and 30 different settlements in the region, respec-
tively. In 2010, 2015, and in February 2016, the study covered 28 cities, towns, 
and rural settlements of the Krasnoyarsk Territory. 

The toolkit, used in the studies, included several blocks of indices. Three groups 
of indices and corresponding scales were used to analyse the respondents’ mean-
ingful representations and orientations. The first was aimed at studying the image 
of the desired future. The merits of such methodology include not only the meas-
urement of the respondents’ attitude to certain ideas about the future, but also their 
assessment of the possibility of their implementation. This methodology was in-
cluded in the questionnaires in 1991, 2005, and 2010, as well as in 2015 and 2016 
(and in many other studies, not represented in this paper).

“A respondent was asked the question Imagine yourself in 10 years. Which fea-
tures, in your opinion, will be present in your life? (choose one answer option in 
each line). Using the three-point scale of ‘necessarily’, ‘possibly’, ‘unlikely’, they 
were to evaluate the following elements of the image of their desired future: 1. 
sports activities; 2. material wellbeing; 3. religious faith; 4. prestige, admiration 
by others; 5. facilities for recreation and entertainment; 6. good family; 7. leading 
position; 8. interesting and/or creative work; 9. regularly reading books, visiting 
theatres or concerts of ‘serious’ music; 10. living for the sake of other people, 
regardless of profession, position, often to the detriment of one’s own interests; 
11. spiritual development and moral self-improvement” [16, p. 277].

Two other questions were aimed at studying terminal values (values–goals) and 
instrumental values (values–means) in the respondents’ mass consciousness: 

“Terminal values: What is the most important in your life? (choose no more than 
5 most important values-goals): 1. comfortable life; 2. health; 3. love; 4. clear 
conscience; 5. power and influence over people; 6. material wellbeing; 7. ben-
efiting other people; 8. creativity; 9. good life; 10. justice; 11. prosperity of the 
homeland; 12. family; 13. finding the meaning of life; 14. career; 15. the future 
of children; 16. independence; 17. favourite occupation.
Instrumental values: What, do you think, is necessary for achieving life goals? 
(choose no more than 5 most important values-means): 1. high morality; 2. high 
social position; 3. skill of lying; 4. education; 5. religious faith; 6. prudence; 7. 
collectivism; 8. exercise; 9. the use of magic, witchcraft; 10. kindness; 11. re-
sponsibility; 12. honesty; 13. rigidity; 14. money; 15. skill of dealing with peo-
ple; 16. diligence; 17. initiative, entrepreneurship” [16, p. 123].

These indices were listed in questionnaires, which helped the studies in the 
Krasnoyarsk Territory in 2005 and 2015. The studies in 2010 and 2015 used the 
toolkit developed under the Interregional Program Sociocultural Evolution of 
Russia and its Regions; in 2016, the survey included a number of comparable 
indices.
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All this allowed identifying two trends: changes in the views of the region’s 

population on their desired future in 1991–2016 and the trends of respondents’ 
orientations relative to terminal and instrumental values in 2005–2015. In addition, 
using the indices from the 2015 questionnaire allowed analysing respondents’ var-
ious social characteristics with the focus on certain types of image of the future, 
as well as their value content.

RESULTS
Changes in the representations of the desired future  

by the region’s inhabitants
There have been significant changes among the views of Krasnoyarsk residents 
about the desired future in the period in 1991–2016. Consider the opinion of those 
respondents who chose the option necessarily on the proposed scale (Fig. 1). Ac-
cording to the results of the survey conducted in 1991, the most significant element 
of the image of the desired future was a “good family” (as chosen by 36% of re-
spondents). The rest of its elements lagged significantly behind the preferences of 
respondents, as well as their confidence in the implementation of these intentions. 
It should be noted that for 26 years, the confidence of the surveyed residents of the 
Krasnoyarsk Territory has increased significantly in terms of their possibilities of 
realising this or that concept of their image of the desired future. If in 1991, an 
average of 16.4% of the respondents chose the answer “definitely”, by 2016, their 
number increased to 29.5%. This indicates a number of positive trends in the de-

V. G. Nemirovskiy, pp. 20-40

Fig. 1. The trends in the views on the desired future  
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velopment of both regional and Russian societies, which led to a significant expan-
sion of opportunities for the population’s personal fulfilment. However, it is im-
portant to answer the question of how the residents of the region intend to fulfil 
their goals since more than a quarter of a century since the first research.

In 2016, the most important and achievable element of the image of the desired 
future for the region’s residents was a “good family”—according to 71% of re-
spondents (the proportion of respondents who noted it as “mandatory” increased 
two times). At the same time, in the mass consciousness of the residents, two more 
ideas of the desired future have come forward: “prosperity”—54% (the share of 
those oriented towards it grew 3.2 times) and “good opportunities for recreation 
and entertainment”—45% (grew 2.8 times). The respondents’ orientation has in-
creased most sharply, as has their opinion on the possibility of realising this idea — 
“for prestige, admiration of others”—5.4 times (27% of respondents). The value 
of the element “executive position” (23%) increased 3.8 times, 2.2 times — “in-
teresting, creative work” (32%), 1.7 — “active sports” (30%), 1.6 — “religious 
faith” (26%), 1.3—“life for the sake of other people, regardless of one’s profession, 
position, and place of residence” (16%), 1.3 — “spiritual development, moral 
self-improvement” (31%). Orientation on “regular reading of books, visits to the-
atres, concerts of ‘serious’ music” remained at the same level (24%).

As we can see, since the beginning of the “construction of capitalism” among 
the inhabitants of our country (as noted by the researches in this region), the pres-
tige-consumer, hedonistic, and power orientations have increased significantly. The 
same can be said about taking care of one’s health (e.g., playing sports) and creat-
ing a good family.

The orientation towards religious faith has grown significantly. However, spiritual 
and moral orientations have just slightly increased, and the importance of cultural 
life remains at the same level.

Analysing the meaning of life in the unity of not only mass consciousness, but 
also mass unconscious, requires using factor analysis in this case. It has shown that, 
according to the data obtained in 2005, two enlarged orientations can be identified.

 � F-1 — a factor that has a much higher descriptive power than the next one. 
It expresses the prestige-consumer image of the desired future: good oppor-
tunities for recreation, entertainment; material wealth; prestige, admiration 
of others; leading position; active sports; interesting, creative work; good 
family. Communality is 38%.

 � F-2 characterises the spiritually altruistic and cultural-moral image of the 
desired future of the respondents. It unites the orientation towards spiritual 
development, moral self-improvement; life for the sake of other people, 
regardless of one’s profession and position, often to the detriment of one’s 
own interests; regular reading of books, visits to theatres, concerts of “seri-
ous” music; religious faith. Accordingly, communality is 18% [16, p. 374].

The analysis of data obtained in 2016 has established that the mass unconscious 
of the respondents contains two enlarged latent variables that characterise their 
meaningful orientations.
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 � F-1 defines the prestige-consumer image of the desired future: the orientation 
of respondents to the prestige, admiration by others; material wealth; leading 
position; good opportunities for recreation, entertainment; active sports; a 
good family; interesting, creative work. The descriptive strength of the fac-
tor is 46.8%.

 � F-2 expresses the cultural, moral and religious altruistic image of the desired 
future: orientation to regular reading of books, visits to theatres, concerts of 
“serious” music; spiritual development, moral self-improvement; life for the 
sake of other people, regardless of one’s profession and position, often to 
the detriment of one’s own interests; religious faith — 13.5%.

Consequently, over the 16-year period of transformation of the latent structure 
of the representations of the region’s inhabitants, the desired future was expressed 
using E. Fromm’s terminology, first of all, in strengthening the “locus of having” 
and weakening the “locus of being”.

It can be concluded that the constructive altruistic and cultural-moral meaning 
of life in the respondents’ mass unconscious combined with an orientation towards 
a religious faith. To a certain extent, this may indicate an increase in the influence 
of religious values and norms, an increase in their motivating role in social, com-
municative, and spiritual and moral elements of the meaning of the life of the 
population of the region. Moreover, three quarters of respondents consider them-
selves Orthodox believers.

In general, we observe a more significant isolation of the multi-polar meaning-
ful orientations of the inhabitants of the Krasnoyarsk Territory. Accordingly, the 
moral and value specificity of each of the two conditional social actors-carriers of 
these orientations have increased. 

Changes in the respondents’ commitment  
to terminal and instrumental values

In 2005, the first place in the mass consciousness of the region’s inhabitants was 
occupied by the following terminal values (Fig. 2):

 � health (70%) — 2nd tier, 
 � material well-being (63%) — 2nd tier, 
 � children’s future (61%) — 2nd tier, 
 � family (59%) — 2nd tier.

This is a fairly “standard set” of values for contemporary Russian residents. 
After 11 years, the leading position belonged only to health (70%) and family 
(65%). Fig. 2 presents the trends in the value consciousness of the Krasnoyarsk 
Territory’s residents over the eleven years.

First, we should point out a significant decrease in the value of the following 
goal values:

 � children’s future — 2nd tier, 
 � material well-being — 2nd tier, 
 � favourite hobby — 2nd tier,
 � independence — 3rd tier. 
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At the same time, there was an increase in the number of respondents oriented 

toward
 � love — 5th tier, 
 � and clear conscience — 6th tier. 

Therefore, in 2005–2016, the significance of a number of terminal values of low 
tiers has decreased, but the share of respondents targeting individual terminal val-
ues of higher tiers has increased. In other words, there was an obvious exaltation 
of the life goals of the respondents towards the modus of “being”. There are more 
complex processes that are observed in the system of commitments of the region’s 
population to the instrumental values.
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Fig. 2. The trends in the finite values of the Krasnoyarsk Territory’s residents (%)
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In 2005, the “quartet” of instrumental values dominated (see Fig. 3), which included 

 � diligence (75%) — 4th tier,
 � responsibility (51%) — 4th tier,
 � initiative, entrepreneurship (49%) — 3rd tier, 
 � skill of dealing with people. (48%) — 2nd tier. 

In 2016:
 � education (51%) — 4th tier, 
 � responsibility (50%) — 4th tier.

Over eleven years some significant and, at the same time, very contradictory 
changes occurred in the structure of respondents’ commitment to instrumental 
values (see Fig. 3). On the one hand, their importance more than doubled:
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Fig. 3. The trends in the pragmatic values of the Krasnoyarsk Territory’s residents (%)
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 � high social status of parents — 2nd tier, 
 � prudence — 1st tier, 
 � skill of lying — 2nd tier. 

There was an equal growth among the respondents, who chose
 � high morals — 7th tier, 
 � collectivism — 4th tier.

However, the role of values has sharply decreased: 
 � honesty — 5th tier, 
 � diligence — 4th tier, 
 � initiative — 3rd tier, 
 � entrepreneurship — 3rd tier,
 � money — 1st tier, 
 � skill of getting on with people — 2nd tier.

Thus, the number of dominant vectors decreased in the hierarchy of both termi-
nal and instrumental values, which led to two predominant values remaining. It 
can be assumed that these data reflect the growth of the region’s self-awareness, 
its socio-psychological and moral adaptation to the new social situation, and the 
increasing ability for a rational choice of effective value–means to achieve life 
goals. At the same time, one cannot turn a blind eye to the contradictory nature of 
the processes taking place in the value consciousness of the region’s residents. If 
an elevation of terminal values is observed, then instrumental values demonstrate 
a wide range of changes: the values of different levels as if “change positions”. 
Now there is clearly a tendency towards achieving terminal values of high levels 
through social practices based on low-level values. In other words, some people 
follow the principle “the end justifies the means”.

In our opinion, these trends directly reflect the contradictory socio-cultural 
and socio-economic processes that took place in these transitional Russian soci-
eties. It is impossible to explain the factors of changes of each value’s significance 
within the article. We believe that it will be more effective to analyse the value 
meaning of the typical representations of the inhabitants of the region about their 
desired future. 

Typology of respondents’ views on the desired future
The factor analysis of the data obtained in 2015 has revealed three latent variables 
in the mass unconscious of inhabitants of the region. These results differ somewhat 
from the results of 2016. We chose the former survey results, as they enable a more 
detailed analysis of the structure and value content of the respondents’ views on 
the desired future.

 � F-1. 0.778 material prosperity; 0.761 management position; 0.752 good op-
portunities for recreation, entertainment; 0.729 active sports; 0.679 prestige, 
admiration of others. The communality is 30.83%.

 � F-2. 0.702 spiritual development, moral self-perfection; 0.660 life for the 
sake of other people, regardless of profession, position, often to the detriment 
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of one’s own interests; 0.658 regular reading of books, visits to cinemas, 
concerts of “serious” music; 0.563 religious faith. 12.19%.

 � F-3. 0.792 good family; 0.718 interesting, creative work. 10.67%.
At the next stage, the correlation analysis has shown the correlation between var-

ious variables with three selected factor-factors: Prosperity and prestige, Spiritual 
and moral development, Family and work. In addition, the respondents were grouped 
according to the results of the factor analysis. The variables included in each of the 
factors became the basis of the value index, or value group, in each of the three cas-
es. Thus, three groups were formed, each of them included respondents who evalu-
ated these values in the questionnaire with maximum score—3 points. These three 
groups of values bearers are (as conventionally named) Prosperity and prestige 
(variables include material prosperity, leadership position, good opportunities for 
recreation and entertainment, active participation in sports, prestige, and admiration 
of others); Spiritual and moral development (spiritual development; moral self-im-
provement; living for the sake of other people, regardless of one’s profession and 
position, often to the detriment of one’s own interests; regular reading of books, 
visits to cinemas and concerts of “serious” music; religious faith) and Family and 
work (good family, interesting and creative work).

The first group (sign factor Prosperity and prestige) includes more men than 
women. In the second group (Spiritual and moral development), it is women who 
predominate. The sex composition of the third group (Family and work) is equal.

As for the representatives’ level of education in these three groups, the first of 
them includes mainly people with higher and postgraduate education (the Pearson 
correlation coefficient with the education level of the respondents is 0.219**). The 
second group is represented by the region’s residents with education somewhat 
higher than the average among the sample (the correlation is 0.083**). The mean-
ingful orientations of representatives of the third group are not related to their 
level of education.

If young people are the basis of the first group (the coefficient of correlation with 
the age of the respondent is 0.504**), the region’s inhabitants, who prefer “spiritual 
development and moral perfection”, as well as “family and work”, are evenly dis-
tributed on the age scale. 

According to the results of the correlation analysis, the majority of residents of 
the Krasnoyarsk Territory, who are oriented towards Prosperity and prestige, be-
long to high-income groups of the population: 0.331**; on Spiritual and moral 
perfection—rather, to representatives of middle income groups (0.129**). The 
factor describing the commitment to Family and work is not related to the respond-
ents’ relation to a particular income group. 

It has been revealed that the higher the social and economic layer (to which a 
respondent belongs) is, the stronger is his/her commitment to the factor Prosperi-
ty and prestige (0.282**). Orientations to the factor Spiritual and moral develop-
ment has a rather weak correlation with the socio-economic status of the respond-
ents: accordingly, 0.083**. Orientation to the factor Family and work practically 
does not have a significant correlation with individuals belonging to this or that 
socio-economic stratum.
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The study shows that there is a clear correlation of the orientations described by 

the factor Prosperity and prestige with the respondents belonging to the higher 
social strata in their city (village): 0.269**; in its region: 0.275**; on a national 
scale: 0.211**. Correlations of the commitment to the Spiritual and moral devel-
opment factor belonging to this or that social stratum are much weaker, and they 
describe the social self-identification of a person only in his/her own settlement 
(0.105**) and, moreover, very insufficiently—in his/her region (0.070**). The 
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Table 1. The correlation coefficients for the indicating factors of the desired image of 
the future among the interviewed residents of the Krasnoyarsk territory with their orien-
tations at the finite and pragmatic values

Sign factor  
(the image type  

of the desired future)
Terminal values Instrumental 

values

Pearson  
correlation 
coefficient

Value 
tier

Material wealth and 
prestige

love +0.242** 5
career +0.293** 1

pampered life +0.164** 0
power, influence on people +0.127** 1

independence +0.081** 3
material well-being +0.079** 2
high social status +0.071** 1
comfortable life −0.208** 1
children’s future −0.186** 6
clear conscience −0.108** 2

homeland’s prosperity −0.090** 5
initiative, 

entrepreneurship +0.119** 3

parents’ high social 
status +0.071** 1

Spiritual and moral  
development

high morality +0.120** 7

creation +0.090* 6
homeland’s prosperity +0.105** 5

love +0.085** 5
material well-being −0.155** 2

religious faith +0.155** 5
collectivism +0.087** 4

kindness +0.094** 6
money −0.093** 1

skill of dealing 
with people −0.076** 2

Family and work

family +0.103** 2
health +0.092** 2

clear conscience −0.100** 6
kindness +0.090** 6
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correlation between the commitment to Family and work with the respondents 
belonging to this or that social stratum is not revealed.

Correlation analysis shows that respondents, who orient towards the image of the 
desired future (described by the factor Prosperity and prestige), often belong to the 
higher or upper middle class (0.299**). The correlation of the class belonging of the 
inhabitants of the region with the factor “Spiritual and moral development” (0.103*) 
is much less pronounced, which indicates the prevalence of such orientations among 
respondents belonging to the lower classes. There is no significant correlation of the 
factor sign Family and work with the class membership of a person.

All three isolated factors also differ in the nature of the locus of control. In par-
ticular, the respondents who have the commitment described by the Prosperity and 
prestige factor, are most inclined to the internal control locus: 0.245**. Least in-
clined—Family and work: 0.078**. With a certain stretch, we can say that the 
degree of internality of the locus of personal control, oriented to the Spiritual and 
moral development factor, has an intermediate meaning: 0.107**.

One should pay attention to the significant differences in the socio-political orienta-
tions of the population of the region, depending on their image of the desired future. 
The respondents oriented towards the factor Prosperity and prestige, as well as Spiritual 
and moral development, are much more inclined to believe that “the state existing in 
Russia at the present time” (correspondingly, 52% and 54%) corresponds to the Russian 
conditions, rather than “Western-style democracy” (respectively, 35% and 27%). Ad-
herents of Family and work support both political systems equally (respectively, 40% 
and 42%). Authoritarian regime has minimal popularity among respondents who are 
oriented towards Prosperity and prestige (2%). The respondents, whose future image 
is dominated by “Spiritual and moral development,” as well as Family and work, sup-
port the authoritarian regime much more likely: 7% and 8%, respectively. Other forms 
of political systems are not very popular among the population of the region (especial-
ly the “religious state”) and do not differ in their attractiveness for the three groups of 
respondents that we singled out.

A correlation is established between the orientation towards the factor Prosper-
ity and prestige and self-evaluation of the region’s residents concerning their health 
as “good” and “very good” (0.351**). Meaningful orientations, described by the 
other two factors, do not correlate in any way with the respondents’ answers to this 
question.

Correlation of the meaningful orientations was revealed, described by the factor 
Prosperity and prestige with a degree of respondents’ satisfaction with their own 
lives (0.257**). Commitments to the Family and work factor have substantially 
lower interrelation with it: 0.084**. Spiritual and moral self-improvement does not 
have a significant correlation at the level of 0.01 with a satisfying life.

The high level of satisfaction with the financial situation of their family corre-
lates significantly with the commitment to Prosperity and prestige (0.291**). The 
correlation coefficient between satisfaction with their financial position and com-
mitment to Spiritual and moral development is significantly lower (0.094**). The 
factor Family and work correlates with respondents’ satisfaction with the financial 
situation of their own family.
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Commitment of the Krasnoyarsk residents to the Prosperity and prestige factor 

correlates to a sense of happiness (0.241**). While the focus on the other two fac-
tors has been identified the factor of the desired future does not have a significant 
correlation with the level of happiness experienced by the individual.

Thus, a group of respondents who have the image of the desired future, described 
by the Prosperity and prestige factor consists mostly of men than women, often 
with higher and postgraduate education, and of young age. They belong to the 
higher social strata both within their own settlement, region, and country, as well 
as to the highest social and economic strata. As a rule, they include themselves in 
the higher or upper middle class. Most of them belong to high-income groups of 
the population. Commitment to Prosperity and prestige is often combined with an 
internal locus of control and self-evaluation of one’s health as “good” or “very 
good”, a high degree of satisfaction with their lives and the financial situation of 
their family, a sense of happiness. Many of the carriers of this type of desired future 
are inclined to believe that the Russian uniqueness is more in line with the “State 
existing in Russia at the present time” rather than “Western-style democracy”. 
Amongst the three groups of respondents under consideration, they have a minimal 
commitment to an authoritarian regime.

The group of respondents in the region focused on Spiritual and moral development 
includes mostly women with secondary (or secondary special) and higher education, 
regardless of their age. Such respondents include themselves into the average social 
strata, and only in the context of their city (settlement) and the region. Most often, 
they belong to the lower middle or working class. Representatives of middle-income 
groups and the middle socio-economic strata dominate this group. Self-assessment of 
the state of health, as well as the degree of satisfaction with one’s own life and the 
financial situation of his/her family, is also on the average level in the sample. They 
have similar social and political preferences, which are focused on Prosperity and 
prestige, with the exception of some potential support for an authoritarian regime 
(about every 12th of the respondents referred to this group). 

The respondents, who have the image of the desired future Family and work, do 
not have a specific level of education and are characteristic only of their age, as well 
as belonging to a particular social stratum. Belonging to this group is not related to 
any class position of a person; men and women are evenly represented. Commitments 
to this factor do not correlate with any income group or any social and economic 
stratum. They have the maximum values of the internal control locus among the three 
distinguished groups. Health remains on the average level among the sample. Com-
mitments to this factor are in no way connected with the degree of satisfaction with 
either one’s own life, or the financial situation of one’s family. Compared to the rep-
resentatives of the first two groups, these respondents are more commited to “West-
ern-style democracy” and “authoritarian regime”.

As one can see, the group of respondents, oriented towards the image of the 
desired future Prosperity and prestige, has the highest social characteristics, as 
well as subjective indices of life satisfaction. This indicates the existence of the 
most favourable conditions for the realisation of exactly this image of the future 
in the contemporary Russian society.
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The value content of the images of the desired future

The commitment of the respondents to the image of the desired future Prosperity has 
(in comparison with its other two types) more correlation links with terminal and in-
strumental values (Table 1). As a rule, those are the values of the low levels. At the 
same time, the values-goals of higher levels are rejected (“clean conscience” and 
“homeland’s prosperity”). It is important to note that, judging by the results of the 
correlation analysis, the attainment of “material prosperity” in the future is hampered 
by the orientation towards “comfortable life” and “children’s future”. 

This image of the desired future has the widest variety of meanings that can be 
realised in the contemporary socio-cultural situation. 

A rather high correlation with the terminal value of “love” stands apart, which 
is also present in relation to the image of the desired future Spiritual and moral 
development (although much weaker). In our opinion, this can be explained by the 
numerous meanings of this value, which can be associated with a variety of per-
sonal meanings, including the opposite ones.

The image of the desired future Spiritual and moral development, as one might 
expect it, correlates with the values-goals and values-means of higher levels. At 
the same time, the terminal value “material well-being” and instrumental values 
“money” and “the ability to get along with people” are rejected. One can say that 
the important distinctive features of this image of the desired future is the orienta-
tion towards the terminal value of “religious faith”, as well as the rejection of the 
instrumental value “material well-being”. 

The image of the desired future Family and work reveals a minimal number of 
correlations with the respondents’ value orientations. In addition, they include the 
terminal values of lower level “family” and “health” and the terminal value of a 
higher level “kindness”.

The negative correlation between the image of the desired future Family and work 
with the terminal value of “clear conscience” raises the rhetorical question: can one 
be a kind person, while being fundamentally “unscrupulous”? This image belongs 
to those phantom formations in the mass consciousness, the formation mechanisms 
of which were deeply analysed in Zh. T. Toshchenko’s works. He has shown that 
centauric phenomena are often present at a subconscious level, while their carrier 
may not realise the contradictory nature of their own behaviour and consciousness 
[28; 29, p. 156]. To a certain extent, this also applies to Material wealth with its “un-
scrupulous love” and unwillingness to take care of the “future of children”. Unlike 
the two abovementioned, the image of the desired future Spiritual and moral devel-
opment is consistent and integral in the value-semantic aspect.

It is important to emphasise that the images of the desired future Spiritual and 
moral development and Family and work have, in comparison with the image of 
Prosperity, significantly less correlation between terminal and instrumental val-
ues. Furthermore, the values of the correlation coefficients are much lower. One 
may conclude that the image of the desired future Prosperity and the meanings 
that are contained in it, unlike the other two images of the desired future respond-
ents, can be realised with a much wider range of social practices. In other words, 
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from the three already considered images of the future, Prosperity is most of all 
included in the contemporary socio-cultural context of the life of the population 
of the region.

Correlation analysis also shows that a number of values are not interconnected 
with the sign factor of the image of the desired future. In particular, in the mass 
consciousness of respondents, value goals of mostly high levels tend to be discon-
nected, e.g., “to benefit people” (7th tier), “gaining meaning of life” (7), “justice” 
(4), as well as “favourite hobbies” (2). The same applies to the following instru-
mental values at different levels: “skill of lying” (1), “education”, “prudence” (1), 
“performance” (2), “use of magic, witchcraft” (0), “responsibility” (4), “honesty” 
(5), “rigidity” (2), “diligence” (4).

The lack of correlation between these sign factors and the above terminal values 
can be interpreted as the respondents’ belief in the difficulty of implementing the 
above-mentioned value goals in their future life. The results obtained of the corre-
lation analysis testify to the existence of these values only at the verbal level for a 
certain part of the respondents in the region. This means that, as a rule, respondents 
do not (or cannot) seek to realise such values in their social practices.

As for the instrumental values, they may not act as value means for the imple-
mentation of the three abovementioned images of the desired future for the region’s 
residents. In particular, the negative social significance is the lack of correlation of 
orientations to these images with such socially and morally positive values as hon-
esty, diligence, responsibility, and education.

CONCLUSION
The initial hypothesis was confirmed. The main trend, revealed in comparative 
studies in 1991-2016 in the mass consciousness and the unconscious of the Kras-
noyarsk Territory’s population, is the strengthening of prestige-consumer, hedon-
istic, and family-prestigious meaningful orientations. Creatively altruistic and 
cultural orientations at the verbal level of mass consciousness remained, in fact, 
the same, though we can talk about their weakening in the respondents’ mass un-
conscious. These value transformations reflect the development of the value con-
sciousness of the population of a large Siberian region in the conditions of a new 
socio-economic reality. Based on the above research results, it can be argued that 
the set of commitments to Prosperity, as well as the associated terminal and in-
strumental values are optimally consistent with the type of social structure that 
has developed in Russia. It is not accidental that the respondents (commited to it) 
often believe that the current state system fits the Russian specifics most closely. 
It would be absurd to believe that in a region so large and diverse in its socio-eco-
nomic characteristics, the situation can be significantly different from Russia in 
general. The data obtained are largely close to the results of Russian studies. For 
example, the latter show that contemporary Russians have the following key com-
ponents of 

“representations of life success: family and children, financial well-being, work/
business (50-57%). Supplement to the normative model includes the success of 
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personal fulfilment and expression, as well as education, health, beauty, and 
sports (33-45%). The second place goes to the success criteria related to the 
environment (to be useful to society and people — 19%; recognition and respect 
from others, acquiring important acquaintances and connections, access to in-
formation and communication in social networks — 9-12%; politics and par-
ticipation in the work of political and public organisations — 1%)” [8, p. 215]. 

Consequently, the most demanded social practices in Russia are the ones, based 
on low-level values close to the “having” mode. This means that (if we also take into 
account the polysemantic nature of the “love” value), our society remains nowadays 
in the transition from the survival stage to the development stage. No doubt that there 
are separate lacunae for realising the types of the image of the desired future Spiritual 
and moral development and Family and work. To ensure the society’s confident tran-
sition to the stage of sustainable development, there should be created favourable 
conditions to implement precisely such intentions of the population. Moreover, the 
further reproduction of those social senses and practices, which are inherent in the 
existing low level of the spiritual and moral development of the society, is possible. 
In turn, the spread of meaningful ideas and orientations of low levels among the 
population in recent years is an important factor determining the direction of social 
transformations. In this case, we risk being “stuck” at this development stage, which 
is far from being the most attractive and promising.

As the Siberian population has a specificity of value consciousness associated 
with socio-cultural and historical and economic factors, it is advisable to conduct 
comparative studies on the meaningful orientations of the population in the other 
regions of the country.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The research, conducted in 2010, was carried out with the financial support of 

Russian Fund for the Humanities, project No 10-03-00001a Peculiarities of the 
Socio-cultural Portrait of the Krasnoyarsk Territory.

The research, conducted in 2015, was carried out with the financial support of 
the Russian Foundation for the Humanities, project No 13-03-00379a Dynamics 
of Socio-cultural Processes in the East Siberian Region in the Context of Contem-
porary Modernisation of Russia (The Case of Sociological Research in the Kras-
noyarsk Territory).

The author expresses sincere gratitude to his colleagues who participated in the 
research; their results formed the foundation of this work.

REFERENCES

1. Alexander J. С. 2013. Smysly sotsial’noy zhizni: kul’tursotsiologiya  
[The Meanings of Social Life: A Cultural Sociology]. Moscow: Praksis.

2. Bauman Z. 2008. Tekuchaya sovremennost’ [Liquid Modernity]. Saint  
Petersburg: Piter.

V. G. Nemirovskiy, pp. 20-40



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

39vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
3. Berger P. L., Luckmann T. 1995. Sotsial’noe konstruirovanie real’nosti: traktat 

po sotsiologii znaniya [The Social Construction of Reality. A Treatise  
on sociology of Knowledge]. Moscow: Medium.

4. Durkheim E. 1991. O razdelenii obshchestvennogo truda. Metod sotsiologii 
[The Division of Labour in Society]. Moscow: Nauka.

5. Fromm E. 1998. Psikhoanaliz i religiya. Iskusstvo lyubit’. Imet’ ili byt’  
[To Have or to Be]. Kiev: Nika-Tsentr.

6. Goffman E. 2000. Predstavlenie sebya drugim v povsednevnoy zhizni  
[The Presentation Self in Every Day Life]. Moscow: KANON-press-Ts.

7. Goffman E. 2004. Analiz freymov: esse ob organizatsii povsednevnogo opyta 
[Frame Analysis: An Essay on the Organisation of Experience]. Moscow: 
Institut sotsiologii RAN.

8. Gorshkov M. K. et al. 2017. Rossiyskoe obshchestvo i vyzovy vremeni  
[Russian Society and Challenges]. Vol. 5. Edited by M. K. Gorshkov  
and V. V. Petukhov. Moscow: Ves’ Mir. 

9. Hofstede G. 1992. Culture’s Consequences: International Differences  
in Work-Related Values. Beverly Hills. CA: Sage. 

10. Inglehart R. 1990. Modernisation and Postmodernisation: Cultural, Economic 
and Political Change in 43 Societies, pp. 81–98. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press.

11. Kogan L. N. 1984. Tsel’ i smysl zhizni cheloveka [The Purpose and Meaning  
of Human Life]. Moscow: Mysl’.

12. Magun V. S., Rudnev M. G. 2011. “Bazovye tsennosti-2008: skhodstva  
i razlichiya mezhdu rossiyanami i drugimi evropeytsami” [Core Values-2008: 
Similarities and Differences between the Russians and Other Europeans].  
In: Gorshkov M. K. (ed.). Rossiya reformiruyushchayasya: Ezhegodnik-2011 
[Reforming Russia: Yearbook 2011], vol. 10, pp. 244–280. Moscow; Saint 
Petersburg: Institut sotsiologii RAN, Nestor-Istoriya.

13. Maslow A. Н. 1954. Motivation and Personality. Harper.
14. Mastikova N. S. 2013. “Tsennosti rossiyan: chto sleduet iz sopostavleniya 

statistik mezhdunarodnykh issledovaniy” [Values of Russians: What Follows 
from the Comparison of Statistics for International Studies]. Sotsiologicheskiy 
zhurnal, no 3, pp. 36–46.

15. Nemirovskiy V. G. 2009. Rossiyskiy krizis v zerkale postneklassicheskoy 
sotsiologii [The Russian Crisis in the Mirror of Post-Non-Classic Sociology]. 
Moscow: Librokom.

16. Nemirovskiy V. G., Nevirko D. D. 2008. Sotsiologiya cheloveka.  
Ot klassicheskikh k postneklassicheskim podkhodam [The Sociology of Man. 
From Classic to Post-Non-Classic Approaches]. 2nd edition, revised. Moscow: 
LKI.

17. Parsons T. 1998. Sistema sovremennykh obshchestv [The System  
of Contemporary Societies]. Moscow: Aspekt Press.

18. Parsons T. 2002. O sotsial’nykh sistemakh [The Social System]. Moscow: 
Akademicheskiy proekt.

V. G. Nemirovskiy, pp. 20-40



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

40 vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
19. Popkov Yu. A. 2009. “Bazisnye tsennosti narodov evraziyskoy tsivilizatsii  

v usloviyakh globalizatsii” [The Basic Values of the Peoples of the Eurasian 
Civilisations in the Context of Globalisation]. Elektronniy zhurnal Novye 
issledovaniya Tuvy, no 1–2.  
https://www.tuva.asia/journal/issue_1-2/95-basic-values.html

20. Reker G., Wong P. 1988. “Aging as an Individual Process: Toward a Theory  
of Personal Meaning”. In: Bitten J. E., Bengston V. L. (eds.). Emergent  
Theories of Aging, pр. 214–246. New York: Springer.

21. Rokeach M. 1973. The Nature of Human Values. New York: Free Press.
22. Rokeach M. 1979. Understanding Human Values: Individual and Societal. New 

York: Free Press. 
23. Ryabova M. A. 2016. “Spetsifika tsennostnykh orientatsiy predstaviteley 

korennykh malochislennykh narodov Severa” [The Specificity of the Value 
Orientations of Indigenous Small-Numbered Peoples of the North]. Vestnik 
Kemerovskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta, no 1, pp. 115–121.

24. Schwartz S. H. 1992. “Universals in Content and Structure of Values: Theoretical 
Advances and Empirical Tests in 20 Countries”. In: Zanna M. P. (ed.). Advances 
in Experimental Social Psychology, vol. 25, pp. 1–6. San Diego: Academic Press.

25. Schwartz S. H. 2004. “Mapping and Interpreting Cultural Differences  
around the World”. In: Vinken H., Soeters J., Ester P. (eds.). Comparing 
Cultures: Dimensions of Culture in a Comparative Perspective, pp. 43–73. 
Leiden, Netherlands: Brill. 

26. Schwartz S. H. 2007. “A Theory of Cultural Value Orientations: Explication 
and Applications”. In: Esmer Y., Pettersson T. (eds.). Measuring and Mapping 
Cultures: 25 Years of Comparative Value Surveys, pр. 33–79. Leiden, Boston.

27. Schwartz S. H., Bilsky W. 1990. “Toward a Theory of the Universal Content 
and Structure of Values: Extensions and Cross-Cultural Replications”. Journal 
of Personality and Social Psychology, vol. 58, pp. 878–891.

28. Toshchenko Zh. T. 2008 Paradoksal’niy chelovek [The Paradox Man]. Moscow: 
YuNITI-DANA. 

29. Toshchenko Zh. T. 2011. “Kentavr-problema”. Opyt filosofskogo  
i sotsiologicheskogo analiza [The “Centaurus” Problem. The Experience  
of Philosophical and Sociological Analysis]. Moscow: Noviy khronograf.

30. Toshchenko Zh. T. 2016. “Smysl zhizni: opyt analiza s pozitsiy sotsiologii 
zhizni” [The Meaning of Life: Experience Analysis from the Perspective  
of Sociology of Life]. Sotsiologicheskie issledovaniya, no 11, pp. 3–14.

31. Toshchenko Zh. T. 2016. “Zhiznenniy mir i ego smysly” [Living World and Its 
Meanings]. Sotsiologicheskie issledovaniya, no 1, pp. 6–17. 

32. Welzel C., Inglehart R., Klingemann H.-D. 2001. “Human Development  
as a General Theory of Social Change: A Multi-Level and Cross-Cultural  
Perspective”. WZB Discussion Paper no FS III 01-201.  
https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/49004/1/336629338.pdf

33. Welzel C., Inglehart R., Klingemann H.-D. 2003. “The Theory of Human 
Development: A Cross-Cultural Analysis”. European Journal of Political 
Research, vol. 42, no 3, pр. 341–379.

V. G. Nemirovskiy, pp. 20-40



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

41vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
research article

DOI: 10.21684/2587-8484-2018-2-1-41-52 UDC 316.7(082) + 37.0(82)

Educational Policies, Types of Consciousness, 
and Professional Orientation of Students  
(1990-2017)

Elena B. Mostovaya1, Oksana V. Skvortsova2

1 Dr. Sci. (Soc.), Professor, Novosibirsk State University  
3304146@mail.ru

2 Cand. Sci. (Ped.), Associate Professor,  
Siberian State University of Water Transport (Novosibirsk) 
skv-ok@yandex.ru

Abstract. This article analyses the relationship of educational policies, types of consciousness, 
and professional orientation of students — the most mobile group of the population. The analysis 
focuses on 1) the possibility of the Russian society to develop into post-industrial (information-
al) direction and 2) identification of the actors of such development. Meaningful interpretation 
of Russia moving in the informational direction relies on theoretical provisions set forth in the 
works by Nikolai Kondratiev, Joseph Schumpeter, Daniel Bell, Alvin Toffler, Manuel Castells, 
and Richard Florida. The authors formulate a hypothesis about the close interdependence of social 
consciousness and the achievability of the socio-economic development goals. The analysis of such 
relationship requires authorial tools. Within the limits of the set tasks, the authors comment on 
the results of their previous sociological research in collaboration with other research groups and 
supported in 2017 by the RFBR grant no 17-03-00444 Modernisation and New Industrialisation 
in the Region: The Sociocultural Context. The results of the studies, presented here, illustrate the 
contradiction between the educational strategies (elected by the majority of students) and the objec-
tives of the reindustrialisation (or secondary modernisation), relevant to the contemporary Russian 
conditions. The key findings of the study include creative consciousness, which is in demand in 
the post-industrial (informational) society, and which has kept a steadily minor representation in 
the students’ environment. The attractiveness of the performance variety of market consciousness 
and, in particular, its “intelligentsia” subtype has declined sharply. However, the attractiveness of 
entrepreneurship has increased rapidly. Educational social subsystem provides positive transforma-
tion of youth’s individual educational strategies towards enhancing the attractiveness of traditional 
(for the industrial society) strategy of professional specialisation. However, the education system 
does not cope with the task of mass production of new (creative) individual educational strategies, 
which focuses on 1) the actors’ permanent self-education, 2) the transformation of education into 
a special form of the current productive activity, and 3) students becoming the biggest and most 
high-income group of the population. The outdated perceptions of students as a special group of 
young people still preserves among the population.

Keywords: types of students’ value consciousness, professional orientation and educational strat-
egies for maths students, tendency of development of educational subsystems of society, reindus-
trialisation, secondary socio-economic modernisation of sociological research.
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INTRODUCTION
The Great Encyclopedic Dictionary (edited by A. M. Prokhorov) defines modern-
isation as change, improvement, and meeting contemporary requirements [12]. It 
covers various areas of life in society, although, it is more often considered from 
a narrower economic perspective. Prof. Chuanqi He from the China Centre for 
Modernisation Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, suggested indices, which 
characterise the modernisation process in a wider sense [7]. When N. I. Lapin 
adapted the methodology to the Russian reality at the Institute of Philosophy, he 
revealed not only the multi-level character of primary and secondary modernisation 
in Russian regions and their hierarchy, but also the imbalance and spontaneity of 
their modernisation [8]. He also considered the modernisation more broadly as an 
evolutionary process of societal development. The existing primary and adapted 
guidelines do not cover the properties of values, their types, professional orienta-
tion, and educational strategy for the population sufficiently.

Yet one cannot achieve the population’s participation in the modernisation pro-
cess. According to many researchers (including D. Bell; M. Castells; R. Florida; 
T. Parsons; A. Toffler; T. I. Zaslavskaya and R. V. Ryvkina), modernisation requires 
forming particular mind properties and professional skills, which can influence 
both the scale, quality, and the population’s readiness for such participation [2, 3, 
5, 11, 16, 17]. The educational environment is the main institution, which con-
tributes to the formation of the desired qualities. The students, who choose an 
educational strategy, are the most flexible actor of the society’s modernisation and 
its re-industrialisation. The study of the dominant values in the minds of students, 
professional orientations, competencies, and other qualities ensures and allows 
seeing a clear image of the modernisation course and its prospects in the future, 
as we think. 

RESULTS
Three types of value consciousness

Our studies in recent years (1989-2017), carried out in the conditions of the Russian 
society’s systemic transformation, confirmed the existence of three basic types of 
consciousness in adults and young people in Russia. They are the command-bu-
reaucratic, market, and creative consciousness. Without going into details of these 
types, one can note that the command-bureaucratic consciousness favours the 
official hierarchy governed by the principle “I am the chief, you are the fool”, and 
it can manifest itself in two ways. First, as a commander-like consciousness, for 
which subordination strictly limits the behavioural boundaries. Second, an execu-
tive consciousness, the main principle (virtue) of which is “do not stand out”. A 
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bearer of the command-bureaucratic consciousness tends not to improve his or her 
conditions or well-being and spirituality, but rather to maintain the powers, which 
expand proportionally to the intensity and scale of his or her activities. 

Market consciousness follows the idea of efficiency: the activities should bring 
increasing income. Not every increase in the powers and activity of this conscious-
ness is seen as a benefit, but only those generating increasing income or significant 
savings of effort. I am richer, my income is higher, so I am better and more suc-
cessful than you—that is the basic principle for the success; it also manifests itself 
in two ways. First, in the business form, which searches for the growth of both 
efficiency and the magnitude of risk activities. Second, the proletarian form; it can 
be characterized as a) permanently saving labour costs, providing the common 
income and consumption level of goods and services, and b) expanded production 
capacity as a result of accumulating professional skills and knowledge. 

Creative consciousness connects all activities with the idea of personal devel-
opment, self-expression, which is only limited by humanistic principles of social 
interaction. The criterion of quality of work becomes individual and social novel-
ty in its essence and result. 

Individual novelty is what the subject (actor) feels when consuming unfamiliar 
ideas, services, and goods, as well as when assimilating new information and skills. 
Social novelty occurs only in the creative activities of a bearer of the creative cap-
ital1, when the subject of creative activity gets the result yet unknown to the soci-
ety, i. e. something socially new.

The results of the research show that
1. senior and junior students show a steadily growing commitment to the values 

of the market type, decreasing—to the command-bureaucratic ones, and 
minor (third in order) to the values of the creative class (Table 1);

2. the proportion of followers of the values of creative, market-based, and 
command-bureaucratic type differs greatly between the senior students of 
the Novosibirsk universities surveyed in 2007 (Table 2);

3. the first unique feature of value consciousness of senior and junior students 
of the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics, Novosibirsk State Uni-
versity (NSU) is that more of them follow the market values and less—the 
bureaucratic ones (compared to the rest of the Novosibirsk students);

4. the second feature is the growth of the followers of market values and the 
decrease in such for the bureaucratic values, which occurs among the senior 
and junior students of the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics, NSU 
much faster than among any other Novosibirsk students;

5. the third feature of value consciousness of first-year students (who study at 
the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics, NSU) is that they have a 
particularly increasing commitment to the market values of the business 
subtype. 

1 According to E. B. Mostovaya, a society’s creative fund is the ability of its members for 
sporadic or systematic reproduction of socially new results during a creative activity [9].
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The source of these changes was, in our opinion, the deep crisis of the value 
system of a particular layer in the composition of the Russian population—the 
intellectual class (intelligentsia). This class can be characterised by a certain set of 
value tendencies, in particular, spiritual and labour pursuits, the Holy Unmerce-
naries movement, negation of any power and possessive relations, even political 
nihilism and civil abstinence — generally, a tendency towards more ideal spiritual 
motives over material stimuli and preferences for mostly executive forms of ex-
clusively professional activity. Creative freedom in this case is an absolute priori-
ty that justifies the losses and privations.

Table 1. Types of value consciousness of junior and senior students of Novosibirsk 
universities in 1990-2007 and 1st year students of the Department of Mathematics and 
Mechanics, Novosibirsk State University (NSU) in 2006-2017 (%)

The nature of dominant values

Creative Market Command- 
bureaucratic

Junior university students in Novosibirsk (1990-2007) 5-10 50-70 45-20

Senior university students in Novosibirsk (2007) 5-10 30-50 65-40

First-year students at the Department 
of Mathematics and Mechanics, NSU

2005-2009 10-7 50-65 30-45

2017 7 79 14

Note: All the surveys in 1990, 2005, 2006, and 2009 questioned students of the whole 
groups (75 to 250 people) of the respective universities

Table 2. Creative and other types of value consciousness of Siberian senior students at 
different universities in 2007 (%)

Category of respondents

Types of consciousness

Creative,  
informational

Market Patriarchal

Business Proleta- 
rian

Bureau- 
cratic Amorphous

1 2 3 4 5 6

Total Including: 6 24 18 5 47

A. The citizens of the 
Novosibirsk Region, studying 

at the university campuses
7 18 28 4 43

Including the branches of 

Novosibirsk State Techni-
cal University 7 21 29 6 37
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Table 2(End)

1 2 3 4 5 6

Novosibirsk State Pedagog-
ical University 6 27 10 2 54

Siberian State University of 
Geosystems and Technolo-

gies
6 22 22 4 47

B. Senior students of the 
leading universities in 

Novosibirsk
5 25 16 4 49

Including 

Novosibirsk State University 4 37 9 9 41

Siberian University of 
Consumer Cooperation 8 30 16 4 42

Novosibirsk State Techni-
cal University 5 26 16 4 49

Novosibirsk State Pedagog-
ical University 6 22 21 4 47

Novosibirsk State Universi-
ty of Architecture and Civil 

Engineering
6 15 24 8 47

Novosibirsk State Medical 
University 6 17 19 3 55

Novosibirsk State Agricul-
tural University 5 12 19 1 63

Other state universities* 9 26 10 7 48

Non-state universities** 8 15 19 4 54

Notes: The survey of graduate and undergraduate students was conducted in October–De-
cember 2007 in 20 state and non-state universities of Novosibirsk, as well as their branches 
in the region (in Berdsk, as well as in the Kuybyshevsky, Iskitimsky, and Toguchinsky 
Districts) in terms of the Student Youth’s Innovative Potential research project headed by 
I. I. Kharchenkto, Cand. Sci. (Soc.), Institute of Economics and Industrial Engineering 
(RAS Siberian Branch); the quota sampling included 1,947 people, which was representa-
tive for the major universities in the Novosibirsk Region;
* Novosibirsk State University of Economics and Management, Siberian State University of 
Geosystems and Technologies, Siberian Transport University, Siberian State University of 
Telecommunications and Information Sciences, and Siberian Institute of Management are 
combined due to the small number of respondents, which is insufficient for detailed specifi-
cations;
** Siberian Independent University and Novosibirsk Humanitarian University
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The crisis of the value system—intellectual consciousness—lies within its in-

consistency: creative activity requires economic powers, and thus, learning the 
economic component of a value system. Rejecting power and economic authority 
limits the freedom of one’s creative manifestations. Yet in Soviet times, this value 
system could be steadily reproduced, and it even dominated among some of the 
Russian population groups. 

The much quicker rate of these changes in the structure of value consciousness 
of first-year students at the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics, NSU proves 
the crisis of the intelligentsia’s consciousness. This department mostly teaches the 
graduates of schools, lyceums, and gymnasiums (70%), who constitute 25% of 
other Novosibirsk universities’ students. These students come from families, in 
which 70% of mothers and 64% of fathers had a higher level of education in 2005-
2009; in 2017, they were 80% and 67%, respectively. 

Exaggerated commitment of NSU’s younger students to entrepreneurial values 
is also a manifestation of the crisis in the intelligentsia consciousness. If 25 years 
ago, the students, specialising in physics and mathematics (and who made up 40% 
of first-year students of this department), demonstrated the intellectual system of 
values in 35% of cases, today’s freshmen have lost this commitment (3-5%).

The evidence of the crisis of the intelligentsia consciousness can be seen in the 
responses of the freshmen students on the question of what they call mathematics.

DISCUSSION
Changes in professional consciousness and attitude towards mathematics 

among first-year students
Based on the definitions of mathematics, given the freshmen students of mathe-
matics at NSU and Novosibirsk State Pedagogical University (NSPU)1, we distin-
guished three types of professional consciousness of the students of mathematics 
in 2005-2006. 

The first—pre-professional—is shown by the students, who did not answer the 
question and gave no definition of mathematics; they only described their attitude 
towards it, using different metaphors instead of proper explanations. They have 
demonstrated an unformed, more school-like understanding of mathematics. 

1 To show the prevailing views on mathematics of students at NSPU and NSU, we have an-
alysed their answers to the question What is mathematics? How do you define it? We asked 
the students to write their answers to this question without any limitations. Their answers 
show the following: what definitions the students have; what they store in their short-term 
memory and on the surface of their mind; what concepts they employ, and how diverse or 
similar these concepts are; which and how many words the students use to define the concept 
and how coherently. At NSPU, the survey included 330 freshmen students (in 2004-2006) 
of the mathematics faculties, thus, they were the students who chose to pursue mathematics 
professionally as their subject of choice; besides them 26 part-time students of Social Ped-
agogy in 2005 (who do not pursue mathematics as their profession). At NSU, the survey 
questioned 482 freshmen students of the Department of Mechanics and Mathematics (2005 
and 2006), who show a professional (or academic) interest towards mathematics.
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The second—professional—is seen among the students, who named the objects 

of mathematical studies or defined this discipline as fundamental for the career. 
Thus, the definitions, given by the students of this type of consciousness, express 
their attitude towards mathematics as the field of their future expertise or means 
of fulfilling their professional ambitions. 

The third—post-professional—is demonstrated by the students, who define the 
mathematics as the means of developing their mind or the basis for further self-ed-
ucation. They, thus, highlight the role of the mathematics in forming the logical 
mind and active innovative thinking, as well as the influence of this discipline on 
developing personal creative traits (according to O. V. Skvortsova [15]).

Thus, the respondents show the understanding of mathematics’ unique role in 
informational (post-industrial) society.

Same methods and typology can be applied to identifying and learning the fea-
tures of professional consciousness and attitude towards the mathematics among 
the students of the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics, NSU in 2017. 

Same as in 2005-2006, the students (214 totally surveyed, everyone from this 
department) formed three groups according to the professional aspects of their 
consciousness and attitude towards the mathematics (pre-professional, profession-
al, and post-professional; Table 3).

In the decade, the share of stereotypical and metaphorical definitions grew 1.5 
times. Some of them even wrongly ascribe Gauss’ phrase “Mathematics is the queen 
of the sciences” to Lomonosov. 

The proportion of people with the creative attitude towards the mathematics 
decreased from 17 to 10%. Besides, there were much fewer unique definitions or 
ones rich with diverse phrases and mathematical terms in 2017. 

Compared to 2005-2006, the freshmen students of NSU gave more vivid, logi-
cal, and diverse definitions in 2017. In 2005-2006, the definitions were 16 to 20 
words on average, while in 2017, their length decreased four times; 20 words now 
was only the longest of them.

These changes indicate the reduction of contemporary students’ vocabulary, 
degradation of the speech, narrowing of their mind, and overall stereotypicity of 
their minds, which only evidences the existing educational crisis.

Students’ learning strategies
An important result obtained during a comparative study of competencies1 taught 
at universities, refers to learning strategies chosen by the students at the start of 

1 Various researchers defined competencies differently. For example, according to 
O. N. Oleynikova et al., the competencies are “an ability to employ one’s knowledge, 
skills, and experience in familiar or not so familiar labour situations” [10, p. 19]. I. A. Zim-
nyaya sees them as “certain internal potential hidden psychological new formations 
(knowledge, concepts, programmes <...> of actions, value and relation systems), which 
are then identified in one’s competencies as relevant activity forms” [18, p. 23] (cited from 
V. I. Baydenko [1, p. 7]). J. Raven understands them as “a motivated pattern of knowledge, 
skills and abilities deployed to undertake a valued activity” [13, p. 39].
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their studies, and fixed by the time they graduate. Individual learning strategies 
are, apparently, under certain (yet unclear) influence of value consciousness types, 
observed by the adherents of such strategies. These strategies can be divided into 
three relatively independent types: archaic, traditional, and new strategies. 

An individual learning strategy becomes available to an external observer by 
verbalising one’s personal plans for continuing learning after finishing the current 
step of education and receiving a qualification certificate. If students (7-9 out of 

E. B. Mostovaya, O. V. Skvortsova, pp. 41-52

Table 3. The initial typology of professional features of 1st year students’ consciousness 
at the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics, NSU in 2005-2006 and 2017 (%). 
The question: Define mathematics

Department of Mathematics 
and Mechanics, NSU (%) Department  

of Mathematics, 
NSPU (%)
2005, 20062005 2006 2005-

2006 2017
2005-
2006, 
2017

1. Pre-professional consciousness and 
attitude, including 30 43 38 42 40 53

— not definitions; 16 21 19 18 18.5 34

— expressed their attitude to the discipline 
instead of defining it; 6 7 7 6 6.5 9

— formulated the stereotypical definition 
of mathematics 8 15 12 18 15 10

2. Professional consciousness and attitude, 
including 50 41 45 48 46.5 40

definitions of mathematics as 

— “the science that studies...” (naming 
objects), or the means of calculations; 25 23 24 38 31 25

— a universal language; 4 2 3 3 3 1

— applied science, foundation of other 
sciences; 14 8 11 5 8 2

— one’s career; 1 0 0 0 0 2

— no definition, acknowledging its importance 6 7 7 2 4.5 10

3. Post-professional, informational crea-
tive mind and attitude (mathematics as a 
medthod, means, and the foundation of 

developing one’s mind) 

20 16 17 10 13.5 7

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100
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10 school graduates) do not plan to continue their learning after graduating and, 
moreover, they focus on obtaining narrow professional competencies in the current 
learning process at a university—that is an archaic learning strategy.

In the case when respondents plan only to learn professionally relevant subjects 
(courses and other mostly short-term forms) or change their major field and receive 
another degree, whilst assessing self-educational competencies in the current ed-
ucation process just as an additional source of improving one’s professional com-
petencies—that is a traditional individual educational strategy. 

Individuals, who choose a new learning strategy, focus on continuous self-edu-
cation, plan to continue their studies after graduation by getting a master’s or a 
Ph. D. (either full- or part-time), or even an abroad scholarship; at their current 
step of education, they prefer general self-educational competencies: communica-
tive, linguistic, and informational ones. Such individuals do not see the change of 
career (because of any external circumstances) as an unfortunate event or a crisis, 
unlike the followers of archaic and traditional learning strategies. Any mundane 
conflicts can become a stimulus for learning universal adaptive competencies, 
which can broaden one’s individual life-space. 

According to the surveys of Novosibirsk students, conducted by the Laboratory 
of Sociological Studies, NSPU in 2005-2006 at mathematical departments at NSU 
and NSPU, as well as in 2007-2008 in leading Novosibirsk universities (1,500 
questionnaires, representing professional qualification of Novosibirsk universities)1, 
one can see the following results: 

1. the most common individual learning strategy remained to be the tradition-
al one—50–70% of senior students tended to choose it; 

2. a significant part (20–30%) of graduates of the Novosibirsk universities re-
mained committed to the archaic individual learning strategy; 

3.  new self-educational strategies were not popular; their followers were most-
ly concentrated in the NSU (60% of local students), while at other univer-
sities they were even fewer (no more than 10–20%);

4. the role of Novosibirsk universities in transforming individual learning strat-
egies lies mostly in overcoming junior students’ preferences for archaic 
learning strategy and in promotion of traditional ones—the followers num-
ber of the former decreased from 45–60% to 20–30%, whilst for the latter, 
it grew from 30–35% to 50–70%;

5. as for the new learning strategy, the students must have accepted it outside 
the university activities—the number of its followers did not change during 
the study period in any of the observed universities, remaining the same both 
at the entrance and graduation.

1 The authors of the questionnaire, used in the surveys, are Dr. Sci. (Biol.) L. G. Borisova 
(corresponding member of RAS), I. I. Kharchenko (senior research associate, Institute of 
Economics and Industrial Engineering), and Dr. Sci. (Soc.) E. B. Mostovaya (professor, 
Nobosibirsk State University).
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In 2017, these trends were not confirmed. The results showed that 70% of fresh-

men students at the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics, NSU preferred 
traditional learning strategy, 10% — new (self-educational), and 20% — archaic. 
These data differ significantly from the surveys of junior and senior students of the 
same department in 2006–2009. The number of followers of the new self-educa-
tional strategy decreased six times, while the share of the traditional (professional) 
strategy grew 2.5 times and reached 70% in 2017, compared to 30% in 2006–2009. 
Only the number of the archaic strategy’s followers remained the same—10%. 
These data, in our opinion, indicate the growing crisis of the intellectual conscious-
ness. Indirectly, this conclusion is confirmed by the decreasing number of the stu-
dents at the Department of Mathematics and Mechanics, who major in theoretical 
mathematics, and the growing number of those opting for applied sciences; besides, 
there is a decreasing number of master students and the increasing popularity of 
the Department of Information Technology, compared to reducing competition 
entrances to the admission to Department of Mathematics and Mechanics.

CONCLUSION
1. The dominance of the market consciousness, observed among younger stu-

dents in 1990s, transformed into hypertrophied entrepreneurship at the De-
partment of Mathematics and Mechanics, NSU in 2017. 

2. Creative consciousness, demanded in the post-industrial society of knowl-
edge, preserved its minor representation among the students.

3. The attractiveness of the executive type of market consciousness (and its 
intellectual subtype in particular) decreased drastically. Yet, as rapidly, the 
attractiveness of entrepreneurship increased.

4. The educational social subsystem provides positive transformation of youth’s 
individual educational strategies towards enhancing the attractiveness of 
traditional (for the industrial society) strategy of professional specialisation.

5. The educational social subsystem does not cope with massification of the 
new (creative) individual educational strategy, which focuses on continuous 
self-education; on eliminating students’ outdated image as a unique young 
group; on transforming self-education into a distinct form of productive 
activities, and students—into the largest and most profitable group.
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INTRODUCTION

A stable society implies a value system uniting the main strata and groups of the 
population. The youth, their social orientations, outlook on life, civic and patri-
otic policies determine future directions of the country’s development. Having a 
great integrative potential, patriotic ideas contribute to the reconstruction of the 
sociocultural foundations of the Russian society on the basis of love for the 
motherland, civil identity, moral values, historical memory, and the country’s 
achievements.

On the one hand, representatives of the younger generation are free from social 
behavioral stereotypes and established standards, including the political sphere. 
On the other hand, they are in search of a worldview which would form their life 
position and new social practices, including their first civic experience.

The patriotic identity formation is an important step in the young person’s 
development. It implies awareness about his/her place in the society, building a 
life strategy in accordance with the interests of his/her country with a gradually 
developing individual sense of civic responsibility. Patriotic values promote a 
more meaningful attitude to the socio-political events in the country, participation 
in the life of the local community as well as increasing social maturity of an in-
dividual.

Youth as a social group are rather heterogeneous in composition. It unites indi-
viduals with different levels of education and life experience. In this regard, it is 
of particular interest to compare positions of different age groups from 14 to 30 
years old (schoolchildren, university students, and youth workers) in order to as-
certain the peculiarities of the formation of their patriotic views and values.

At present, the study of the young generation’s patriotic values reveals the 
following issues: differences in the researchers’ understanding of the essence 
of patriotism; inconsistency regarding the significance and role of the patriot-
ic values ranging from uncritically positive perception to a complete denial of 
their significance; an insufficient number of comparative studies of civil and 
patriotic views and values of different age and social groups within the Russian 
society.

We distinguish several approaches to the concept of patriotism. According to 
the Sociology Encyclopedia, 

“patriotism is a moral and political principle, a social feeling, the content of 
which is love for one’s native land, pride in its past and present, readiness to put 
the country’s interests above one’s own, the desire to protect homeland interests” 
[10, p. 713].

The Russian Pedagogical Encyclopedia notes that 
“patriotism is manifested in a sense of pride in the achievements of the native 
country, bitterness about its failures and misfortunes, respect for the historical 
past of its people, national memory, national and cultural traditions” [5, p. 110].

In our study, we proceed from the definition given in the Concept of Patriotic 
Education of the Citizens of the Russian Federation: 
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“a special focus of self-realization and social behavior of citizens, the criteria 
for which are love and service to the homeland, ensuring the integrity and sov-
ereignty of Russia, its national security, sustainable development, duty and re-
sponsibility, implying the priority of social and state principles over individual 
interests and aspirations and being the highest purpose of life and activity of 
each individual, social group, and strata” [18].

The process of formation and development of patriotic views is gradual. It re-
flects one’s personal experience and presupposes the influence of social institutions 
(primarily educational) and the immediate environment. According to A. N. Mal-
inkin, patriotism begins with a person’s natural affection for the motherland and 
the place where he or she was born. This is deeply individual and is exactly the 
source of the patriotic feelings and attitudes the person develops in later years. The 
objects of these feelings are gradually generalized, “expanding in concentric circles 
(father’s house – place of birth – fatherland; parents – kin – nation)” [23, p. 32]. 
J. Westheimer connects the origins of patriotic ideas with the inherent psycholog-
ical need to belong to larger social communities. This need gives a feeling of tran-
scending the self [32, p. 316-320].

G. P. Zvezdina notes that the socio-pedagogical meaning of patriotism lies in its 
“ability to influence the development of a person through the feeling of a deep 
connection between the destinies of each person and his/her people. It defines 
the person’s worldview, lifestyle, and behavior and gives a meaning to human 
existence” [41, p. 92].

Modern youth shape their patriotic values in fundamentally different conditions 
than the older generation of the Soviet heritage. In Soviet times patriotism was 
the most important axiological basis of state development. The currently chang-
ing socio-political situation fosters the idea of 

“erasing the boundaries between national states (eliminating many of their func-
tions), territories (border free travels), loosening kin ties and attachment to the 
native land” [15, p. 67]. 

This results in patriotism gradually losing its value. Both of these approaches 
are extremes. They fail to see a deep connection between patriotic values and the 
process of forming a person’s identity (including civil) under the influence of the 
country’s cultural and historical development. This process also involves critical 
assessment.

Analyzing patriotic orientations, O. I. Efremova [40, p. 1], following D. O. Afa-
nasyeva [1, p. 135], singles out three main components: a cognitive component 
reflecting a person’s ideas about the Homeland, nation, historical past, culture, and 
traditions; an emotional component including a complex of experiences (love for 
one’s country, attitude to national ideas and values); and a behavioral component 
which is the manifestation of these experiences in the person’s behavior and activ-
ities. T. V. Tolstukhina and A. A. Lavrikova believe that the degree of maturity of 
the cognitive component of patriotic orientations shows the true development of 
patriotism among young people [35, p. 101].
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As for the main functions of patriotism, N. M. Il’ichev identifies the following: 

ideological, suggesting an influence on the general system of values, views, and atti-
tudes of the individual; methodological—expressed in certain actions aimed at trans-
forming the social reality; communicative—implying spiritual unity of citizens based 
on the feeling of love for their country, pride in it; regulatory—expressed in the vol-
untary fulfillment of the patriotic norms and principles by the individual and various 
social groups; and axiological, the essence of which is that patriotic ideas provide the 
direction for the actions of both individuals and various communities [12, p. 88].

From the point of view of the functional approach, A. V. Kuz’min and 
Yu. N. Trifonov distinguish three functions of patriotism. The cognitive function 
refers to the knowledge about one’s homeland “being initially accumulated at 
the everyday level of citizens’ consciousness, then consolidated at the theoretical 
level, and in this sense anticipates the patriotic attitude and patriotic activity as 
the structural elements of patriotism”. The mobilizing-encouraging function 
means that the love for one’s own country motivates the person to patriotic ac-
tivity and serving the community. The educational function is carried out in the 
process of the formation of the civic character [20]. M. Hand, J. Pierce and J. Kane 
emphasize the role of the educational institutions and teachers in instilling pat-
riotism among young people [11, p. 405-418; 13, p. 600-607]. In terms of patri-
otic education of young people, the most relevant patriotic functions are ideo-
logical, educational and communicative. They stimulate maturity and develop 
civic consciousness.

Schoolchildren’s patriotic orientations were studied by S. S. Gadzhimagomedo-
va [6], O. L. Lushnikova [21], V. E. Musina [25], V. A. Khudik and N. V. Logino-
va [16], E.V. Cherkesova [4]. M. M. Akulich and G. Z. Efimova [2], N. V. Dulina 
and N. A. Ovchar [6], E. M. Mikhailova and T. V. Cherkesova [24]; and a number 
of other researchers studied university students’ civil and patriotic values.

From March to June 2017, the Sociological Laboratory of the Department of Gen-
eral and Economic Sociology, University of Tyumen, conducted a sociological survey 
of young people in the Tyumen Region. The sample population consisted of 1,087 
urban and rural senior schoolchildren of general education institutions, as well as 
1,360 university students in the cities of Tyumen, Tobolsk, and Ishim. In April–July 
2017, we surveyed 956 representatives of income-earning youth from Tyumen, To-
bolsk and Ishim. More than twenty enterprises of the Tyumen Region represented 
the income-earning youth. Stratified multistage proportionate sampling was used.

The purpose of our study is a comparative analysis of the characteristics of pa-
triotic orientations in the representatives of the three groups of young people: 
schoolchildren, university students and income-earning young people. The study 
involves identification of similarities and differences due to the respondents’ age, 
level of education and social status.

RESEARCH RESULTS
Schoolchildren. 52.5% of 10th grade students and 47.2% of 11th grade students 
took part in the survey. Using S. Schwartz’s methodology [14], we established that, 
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on the one hand, high school students living in cities wanted to be independent in 
making the most important life decisions and are ready to take risks. On the other 
hand, they want to see a strong state able to protect their interests, if needed.

Among the surveyed schoolchildren from the countryside, the following answers 
were the most popular: “It is important for him/her to be loyal to his/her friends. 
S/he would like to devote her/himself to close people ”(74.3%); “It is important 
for him/her that everyone in the world be treated equally. S/he is convinced that 
everyone should have equal opportunities in life ”(66.7%); “S/he firmly believes 
that people should take care of nature” (63.3%); “It is important for him/her to 
make decisions about what and how to do. S/he likes to be free and do not depend 
on others ”(61.5%). To sum up, rural high school students, compared to urban ones, 
put the problem of equality of life opportunities and availability of modern amen-
ities much above state help and protection (in terms of popularity, this option ranked 
eighth).

According to the survey, “the overall respondents’ satisfaction with their own 
lives is rather high: implementing a 10-point grading scale, half of the respondents 
living in the city (50.2%) rated their satisfaction as “rather high ”(6-8 points), 34.6% 
of the respondents rated it as “high” (9-10 points). Only 1.5% of the respondents 
are completely dissatisfied with their lives (1-2 points)” [34, p. 659]. More rural 
than city high school students rated their satisfaction as “high” (9-10 points) – 
45.3%; the generalized number of those with “rather high” and “high” life satis-
faction is 85.5%.

To almost half of the urban schoolchildren (51.9%) future brings mixed feelings. 
Only 36.2% are confident and optimistic. The majority of the respondents (85.8%) 
are to some extent worried about Russia’s future. In these questions, the opinions 
of the urban and rural respondents almost completely coincide.

The correlation analysis has revealed a negative statistical relationship between 
the variables How do you see your future? and In general, how satisfied are you 
with your life today? (Pearson’s correlation –0.314 **). This suggests that the more 
optimistic schoolchildren are about their life prospects, the higher their social needs 
and requirements to the socio-political situation in the country are; and therefore, 
the lower their current satisfaction with life is.

Answering the question How proud are you to be a Russian citizen?, about a third 
of the secondary school students living in the city (32.1%) replied that they “are very 
proud”; 40.4% of the survey participants admitted that they are “more likely proud” 
of this circumstance. This indicates a fairly high level of patriotic sentiment among 
the students surveyed. Among those who are “proud” or “rather proud” to be a Rus-
sian citizen, the majority of males receive “good and excellent” marks at school 
(34.6%); and there are slightly more girls (43.1%) than boys (29.2%).

Rural schoolchildren who “are very proud” to be Russian citizens are almost twice 
as many (55.6%). The total number of those who chose the answer “very proud” or 
“more likely proud” to be a Russian citizen is 87.9% (compared to the generalized 
72.5% of urban high school students). This suggests a greater prevalence of patriot-
ic ideas among the secondary school children residing in rural areas.
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The level of schoolchildren’s satisfaction with their lives is connected with the 

degree of manifestation of their patriotic orientations: the majority of those who 
are proud that they are Russian (23%) are also “rather satisfied” with their lives 
(see Fig. 1).

In addition, a certain statistical relationship was established between the variables 
How proud are you to be a Russian citizen? and How do you see your future? 
(Pearson’s correlation is 0.222 **).

The surveyed schoolchildren, more often than the respondents from the other 
groups, wished to change their place of residence in the future and move to an-
other country. One fifth (20.4%) of the urban high school students and 13.4% of 
the rural schoolchildren participating in the study replied affirmatively the ques-
tion Would you like to leave Russia?; 21.1% of the urban schoolchildren and 
16.8% of the rural ones answered “probably would like to” leave; 58.3% of the 
urban schoolchildren, and 69.3% of those from the rural schools “absolutely do 
not plan to leave the country” and “more likely plan to stay than leave.”

Among those who want to leave Russia 25.6% are “excellent” and “good and 
excellent” students, and 15.6% are “good and satisfactory” and “mostly satisfac-
tory” students. These values for the teenagers who are planning to live in Russia 
are 32.9% and 25.1% correspondingly. Thus, there is no direct correlation between 
studying well and future plans to relocate.
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Fig. 1. The distribution of the respondents’ (school students’) answers the question  
To what extent are you proud of being a Russian? depending on the response to the  

question In general, how satisfied are you with your life today? (% of total respondents)
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The analysis of respondents’ answers to an open question about the reasons for 

their possible relocation (35.7% of the students answered the open question) iden-
tified the following most common groups of reasons:

 � cognitive motives (23.6%) (“I want to see the world”, “look at life in other 
countries”, “get education abroad”, “for the period of study”, “get a Master’s 
degree, then return”);

 � better life opportunities abroad (19.4%) (“more opportunities to achieve 
something”, “a great prospect of earning money abroad and developing 
yourself in society”, “I believe that you can become more successful abroad”, 
“for a better life “);

 � socio-economic problems in Russia (15.1%) (“low wages, low standard of 
living”, “social inequality and corruption”, “social policy”, “low standard 
of living and comfort”, “low standard of living and high level of corruption 
in Russia”);

 � political factors (11.5%) (“authoritarianism and corruption”, “the state often 
forgets about the wellbeing of the country and its citizens”, “the imperfection 
of politics and government bodies”, “officials treat everyone but themselves 
like dirt”, “I love Russia, but hate the regime”).

In the opinion of high school students, these factors reflect the biggest problems 
in our country.

The urban schoolchildren demonstrated certain paternalistic attitudes towards 
the state; while the rural ones are more worried about the problem of equal oppor-
tunities for self-realization. In contrast with the other groups of the respondents, 
the schoolchildren are more alarmed about their future, primarily in connection 
with the existing socio-economic problems.

To compare the obtained results with the all-Russian indicators, we provide the 
data of the 2016 VCIOM polls: 80% of Russians share patriotic feelings [28]. The 
majority of the Russians (70%) are not ready to leave the native land forever for 
the sake of a better life. Among those who consider this possibility (only 23%), the 
majority are young people (36% from 18 to 24 years old), residents of Moscow 
and St. Petersburg (32%) [34].

The possible factors shaping the current trend in the high school students’ 
responses include the processes mentioned by D. O. Afanasieva: today’s youth 
are immersed in a new globalized information environment, offering many more 
“reference groups and communities to choose from”. Thanks to the Internet and 
other forms of mass communication, a person can join almost any social group 
or community. As noted by U. Beck and Z. Bauman, absence of the power of 
physical space over people’s social life diminishes the value of traditional social 
groups–national, territorial, etc.–as the basis for the self-identity of the members 
of modern society” [1, p. 138]. The influence of globalization on the civic 
self-identification of youth is also considered in the works of P. Shelberg, [30, 
p. 65-83], P. Norris and R. Inglehart [19, p. 171-178]. Z. Azhar and I. Manzh note 
that the dominant Western culture reduces manifestation of the local national and 
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cultural identity among young people and reduces the influence of traditional 
norms and values [28, p. 2198-2210]. In addition, G. Gizatova and O. Ivanova 
draw attention to the fact that one of the manifestations of this process is the 
increasing expansion of cultural cosmopolitanism, based on the spread of popu-
lar culture [11, p. 25-30].

University students. The students completed the Schwartz value survey [14]. 
The following answers were the most popular: “It is important to be faithful to 
one’s friends. S/he would like to devote him/herself to close people”(69.1%),  “S/
he firmly believes that people should take care of nature. It is important for him/
her to take care of the environment ”(65.2%),“It is important for him/her to make 
decisions about what and how to do. S/he likes to be free and not depend on oth-
ers”(64%), and “It is important for him/her to listen to the opinions of other people 
which are different from his/hers. Even when s/he does not agree with them, s/he 
still wants to understand their point of view ”(61.5%).

The least popular among the students were the following statements: “It is im-
portant for him/her to be rich. S/he wants to have a lot of money and expensive 
things”(25.4%), “S/he is looking for adventure and s/he likes to take risks” (22.1%) 
and “S/he appreciates traditions. S/he tries to follow religious and family traditions” 
(19.9%).

The students’ answers revealed the same vital values as the surveyed schoolchil-
dren: namely, good relations with close people, care about the environment, as well 
as independence in decision making. At the same time, they do not feel the need 
to rely on a strong state. They rely more on their own capabilities and avoid such 
extremes as traditionalism, on the one hand, and propensity for adventure and un-
justified risk, on the other.

This group of the respondents have a rather high level of satisfaction with life: 
half of the respondents (50.0%) rated it as “rather high” (6-8 points, 10-point grad-
ing scale), another 30.8% described it as “high” (9-10 points). Only 19.2% of the 
boys and girls collectively chose “rather low” (3-5 points) and “low” (1-2 points).

The university students are more positive about their life prospects compared to 
the schoolchildren: almost half of the respondents from this group (48.1%) look to 
the future with confidence and optimism. The majority of them (21.9%) are “rath-
er satisfied” with their lives (6–8 points, a 10-point grading scale) or (20.0%) 
“perfectly satisfied” (9-10 points). A slightly smaller number of the respondents 
(41.1%) have mixed feelings about their future, and another 7.7%—experience 
uncertainty and anxiety.

The answers of the students and schoolchildren revealed a negative statistical 
relationship between the variables “How do you see your future?” And “In gener-
al, how satisfied are you with your life today?” (Pearson correlation –0.280 **).

When asked whether they are worried about Russia’s future, the majority of the 
university students (62.0%) answered in the affirmative, and another 31.1% said 
that “they are more likely concerned than not.” The girls (95.4%) are somewhat 
more concerned about their country’s future than the boys (87.2%); and the sec-
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ondary school students (96.8%) are slightly more concerned than the university 
students (92.5%).

To assess the level of maturity of their civil identity, this group of the respondents 
were asked: “How proud are you that you are a Russian citizen?” The level of their 
patriotic sentiment was quite high: 46.0% of the respondents “are very proud”, and 
another 39.5% are “rather proud” that they are Russian citizens; while 14.5% “are 
not very proud” and “absolutely not proud”. Among those who are “very proud” 
or “rather proud”, there are more girls (89.1%) than boys (76.9%). There are more 
technical college students (93.5%) who responded like this than university students 
(84.0%).

The answers of both the university students and schoolchildren show a certain 
positive correlation between the levels of the patriotic sentiment and life satisfac-
tion. According to the survey, the majority of the young boys and girls who are 
“very proud” of the fact that they are Russian citizens (39.2% out of 46.2%) con-
sider themselves to be “rather satisfied” (6-8 points, a 10-point grading scale; 22.4%) 
or “completely satisfied” (9-10 points; 16.8%) with their lives today.

5.1% of the respondents in this group replied positively to the question “Are you 
going to leave Russia?” Another 9.4% said that they are “more likely to leave than 
not”. More than half of the respondents (56.8 %) expressed a desire not to leave 
the country with varying degrees of confidence. Among the respondents who plan 
to move to another country in the future, there are almost three times more univer-
sity students (16.2%) than students of secondary vocational educational institutions 
(5.4%). This may be due to the fact that the former are more sure that their profes-
sions are in demand abroad.

Analyzing the students’ answers to the question about the reasons for a possible 
relocation, we singled out the following most common groups of reasons:

 � socio-economic (“corruption, crisis”, “low social status”, “I am proud of the 
country, but there is no opportunity for development”, “working in the cho-
sen field makes no economic sense”, “conditions for doing business”);

 � educational (“study (with subsequent return)”, “high level of education”, “I 
want to do medical residency training abroad”);

 � political (“chances of another iron curtain”, “do not like the political system”, 
“the desire to have several citizenships”).

Compared to the surveyed high school students, the number of the university 
students who would like or are likely to leave Russia is almost three times less: 
41.5% of schoolchildren compared to 14.5% of university students. This circum-
stance may be associated with a more established social status and life plans of the 
university students compared with those of the schoolchildren, since the latter are 
only on the way to their professional self-determination.

40.1% of the university students answered the question Can you call yourself a 
patriot? affirmatively. Another 45.9% answered “more likely yes than no”. Patri-
otic views are somewhat more often manifested by girls (89%) than boys (1.8%). 
Technical college students more often call themselves patriots (57.7%) than those 
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receiving higher education (37.3%). Out of 14.6% of the university students who 
are planning to leave Russia in the future, 8.7% consider themselves to be patriots. 
Thus, they do not directly associate patriotic feelings with the desire to live and 
work in the native country.

Most of the students who confidently call themselves patriots are satisfied or more 
likely satisfied with their lives (out of 40.6%, their share is 35.1%) (see Fig. 2).

The respondents’ answers revealed a negative statistical correlation between the 
variables Can you call yourself a patriot? and Are you going to leave Russia? (The 
Pearson correlation is –0.381 **). Thus, the higher the level of the students’ civic 
self-awareness, the more certain they are about connecting their future with their 
native country.

In the opinion of the students surveyed, the main forms of patriotism manifes-
tation are the following: “love for one’s native country” (68.4%), “knowing the 
history, culture, and traditions of one’s native country” (60.3%), “defend one’s 
native country in case of an armed conflict” (33.1%), “working/living for the pros-
perity of one’s native country” (31.1%). The responses reflect the emotional (“love”), 
cognitive (“knowing history”), and behavioral components (“protect”, “work/live”) 
of patriotic orientations (see Fig. 3).

Some students gave their own answers: “know the advantages and disadvantag-
es”, “love for the land where one was born and which feeds one”, “the country is 
the people, not a territory or organization; solve the problems of the people”, “take 
care of one’s country”. 
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Fig. 2. The distribution of the respondents’ (university students’) answers to the question 
Would you call yourself a patriot? depending on the response to the question  
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Fig. 3. The distribution of the respondents’ (university students’) answers to the question What does it mean to be  
a patriot, in your opinion? (no more than three answers) (% of total respondents)
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D. Omel’chenko and S. Maksimova claim that young people consider knowl-
edge about the history and traditions of one’s people, concern about the environ-
ment, absence of emigration intentions, and readiness to protect the sovereignty 
of one’s country to be the main forms of patriotic actions [26, p. 27-36]. D. Ra-
vych stresses that it is important for young people to understand that “loving 
one’s native country does not mean to ignore its mistakes” and true patriotism is 
inseparable from respecting other national cultures [29, p. 579-581]. The impor-
tance of a critical approach to patriotism analysis is also noted in the works of 
A. Rapoport [27, p. 109-124], G. Gray [8, p. 8-16], and M. V. Kozhanova [13, 
p. 269-273].

To identify the sources of patriotic and civic feelings, the survey participants were 
asked an open question: What makes you feel proud of Russia?. The responses were 
formed into thematic groups, the most popular of which are:

1. Historical heritage (25.8%) (“Victory in the Great Patriotic War”, “the former 
greatness of the USSR”, “rich history, Russia’s distinct spirit”, “great victo-
ries”, “rich past and bright future”).

2. Cultural achievements (17.8%) (“rich cultural heritage”, “traditions”, “spir-
it of the Russian people”, “cultural development, strong moral fiber and 
mutual assistance”, “literature and art”, “for the inherited great culture”, 
“folklore”, “pre-revolutionary culture”, “Russian folk songs”, “films of the 
USSR”).

3. The country’s political activity (16.7%) (“foreign policy”, “army”, “pow-
er and balanced decisions of the government”, “Russia is a powerful state 
helping all others. We have many opportunities”, “we avoid conflicts, 
against all odds”, “[Russia] does not give in to provocations, helps other 
countries”, “won back the Crimea”, “opposition to the US”, “Russia’s 
tolerance”).

4. Natural resources and economic opportunities (13.4%) (“free medicine, 
comfortable and stress free life”, “wealth of the country”, “oil and gas”, “size 
and resources of the country”, “economic progress”).

5. Outstanding people (4.2%) (“Putin”, “outstanding scientists, writers, athletes, 
artists”, “Chekhov, Dovlatov”, “historical figures”, “Olympic champions”, 
“veterans”, “smart people of Russia”) .

2.7% of the respondents contained negative evaluations: “so far there is nothing 
to be proud of”, “nothing,” “I have no sense of pride in my country”).

Thus, the level of patriotic sentiment of the surveyed university students turned 
out to be quite high, they are more optimistic in comparison with high school stu-
dents about their life prospects and less oriented towards relocation abroad in the 
future. The main forms of patriotism manifestation in this group of respondents 
are love for their country, knowledge of its history, traditions, as well as protection 
of the country against a military attack.

Youth workers. Overall life satisfaction among youth workers is lower than 
among the respondents of the other two groups: using a 10-point grading scale, 
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more than half of the respondents (60.7%) rated their life satisfaction as “rather 
high” (6-8 points) and another 18,5% as “high” (9-10 points). At the same time, 
18.7% are “more likely unsatisfied” with their lives, while 2.1% are absolutely not 
satisfied.

The majority of survey respondents answered positively the question Are you 
proud that you are a Russian citizen?: (57.6%) replied that they “are very proud”, 
and another 33.1% are “more likely proud” of their citizenship. Only 8.4% of the 
respondents are “not very” and “not at all proud”; another 0.9% are not citizens of 
the Russian Federation. Among those who are more or less proud to be a Russian 
citizen, the ratio of males to females is approximately equal: 91.6% men and 90.4% 
women.

Representatives of youth workers expressed the greatest sense of pride in the 
fact that they are Russian citizens (90.8%), compared with the university students 
(85.5%) and schoolchildren (72.5%) (see Fig. 4).

Youth workers’ answers, similar to the other groups of respondents, showed a 
certain correlation between the level of life satisfaction and expression of patriot-
ic sentiment: the majority of those who are very proud to be Russians are more 
satisfied (34.4%) or completely satisfied (13.9%) with their lives (see Fig. 5).

Most of the surveyed youth workers are worried (71.6%) or more likely worried 
(24.9%) about the future of Russia. Married respondents are somewhat more wor-
ried about the future of our country (74.5%) than those who have not started fam-
ilies yet (69.4%) or not officially registered (67.9 %). This is probably due to the 
greater responsibility assigned to the representatives of the first group and possible 
child presence.
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Fig. 4. The distribution of the responses of the three groups of respondents to the  
question To what extent are you proud of being a Russian? (% of total respondents)

32,1

40,4

17,6

8,6

1,3

46
39,5

8,9
2,6 3

57,7

33,1

7,1
1,2 0,9

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Very proud 
to be a 

Russian citizen  

Absolutely 
not proud   

I am not 
a Russian 

citizen  

Schoolchildren   University students     Youth workers

More likely 
proud   

More likely 
not proud   



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

66 vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
Approximately half of the respondents from this group (49.2%) answered neg-

atively to the question Would you like to leave Russia?; another 25.2% “are not 
likely to” leave the country. Only 16.2% allowed for such possibility. Among those 
who would like or are likely to move to another country, the respondents in com-
mon-law marriage prevail (21.8%). Their number is noticeably smaller among 
those who have already started their own family (13.1%) or are single (17.9%).

There is a negative statistical correlation between the variables Are you proud 
to be a Russian citizen? and Would you like to leave Russia? (Pearson correlation 
–0.343 **), suggesting that one manifestation of patriotism is the desire to connect 
one’s future and the future of one’s family with Russia.

CONCLUSION
The comparative study of schoolchildren’s, students’ and youth workers’ patriotic 
orientations has resulted in the following findings:

1. Schoolchildren’s core values are ultimately close to the students’ social at-
titudes: independence in decision-making, loyalty to close people and fam-
ily, and caring for the environment. However, students rely more on their 
own strengths, abilities, and achievements. Schoolchildren tend to rely more 
on the strong state, which could protect their interests and satisfy basic social 
needs.
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Fig. 5. The distribution of the respondents’ (young employed people’s) answers  
to the question To what extent are you proud of being a Russian? depending on  

the response to the question In general, how satisfied are you with your life today?  
(% of total respondents)

1,3

8

34,4

13,9

0,4

7,3

21,4

4

0,2

2,6

4,1

0,3

0,1

0,5

0,4

0,2

0,2

0,6

0,1

A b s o l u t e l y  u n s a t i s f i e d

M o r e  l i k e l y  u n s a t i s f i e d   

M o r e  l i k e l y  s a t i s f i e d    

A b s o l u t e l y  s a t i s f i e d

Lif
e 

sa
tis

fa
ct

io
n

I am not a Russian citizen

More likely proud   

Absolutely not proud      

Very proud   

More likely not proud   



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

67vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
2. The three groups of the respondents reported relatively high life satisfac-

tion. Schoolchildren expressed the most satisfaction; at the same time they 
demonstrated the most disturbing outlook for the future, in comparison 
with the other groups of respondents. This can be explained by their age 
and social status: soon they will be taking the most important entrance 
examinations to universities/vocational schools, then study hard, and look 
for employment.

3. The overall level of patriotic sentiment among the respondents was quite 
high. Youth workers are most proud to be Russian citizens; they are fol-
lowed by students and then schoolchildren. It can be attributed to their 
social maturity.

4. The majority of survey respondents are largely concerned about the future 
of Russia. Youth workers are more interested in Russia’s growth prospects, 
which, we believe, is due to their more defined life plans.

5. The largest number of respondents wishing to leave Russia in the future was 
among the surveyed schoolchildren. This probably testifies to the incom-
pleteness of their civil identity. Among university students and youth work-
ers, the number of those who are ready for relocation is much lower and 
about the same. Among those surveyed who plan to move in the future to 
another country, there are almost three times as many university students as 
vocational school students. This may indirectly indicate a greater confidence 
of university students in their chances to find work abroad.

6. Schoolchildren are the least patriotic group of respondents: they are some-
what less proud of being Russian citizens or worried about Russia’s future. 
They are 2.5 times more likely to relocate abroad in the future. The main 
groups of reasons for relocation were: cognitive motives, positive evalu-
ation of job and life prospects abroad, as well as the existing socio-eco-
nomic problems in Russia. There are certain differences in the responses 
of urban and rural schoolchildren: urban high school students are the only 
group with paternalistic sentiment and an openly expressed need for state 
support. While secondary school students living in the village are more 
concerned about the equal opportunities for different groups of people in 
achieving life success; they are characterized by a more active patriotic 
sentiment than their urban peers.

7. Students occupy an intermediate position between schoolchildren and youth 
workers in terms of the degree of patriotic sentiment and overall life satis-
faction. Respondents from this group have a rather positive outlook on their 
life prospects: almost half of them look to the future with confidence and 
optimism. The most popular forms of patriotism manifestation among uni-
versity students are love for their country; knowledge of its history, culture 
and traditions; protection of the country against military attack. Most often, 
their sense of pride for Russia is sparked by its historical heritage, cultural 
achievements, and political activity.
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8. Youth workers are the most patriotic group of the respondents. The majori-

ty of them are proud of being Russian citizens, highly concerned about 
Russia’s future, and do not plan to relocate. At the same time, they are some-
what less likely to rate their life satisfaction as “high”. It may be due to the 
fact that they have already experienced their share of life difficulties while 
studying, job hunting and employment.
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INTRODUCTION
During the last 25 years since the disintegration of the Soviet Union, local Russian 
cities and towns have made great efforts in redefining their local identities. They 
have “created”— in fact, “rediscovered” in many cases—new local symbols because 
post-Soviet changes in political, economic, and social conditions have compelled 
local authorities to redefine their local symbols, and furthermore, even their local 
identities. During the Soviet period, the central and local governments and the Com-
munist party made great efforts to instil Soviet ideology and values throughout the 
country in a unifying way. As a result, many local towns and cities came to have 
similarities in terms of their local symbols and identities. For example, each town 
had streets named after Lenin, Karl Marx, or Engels, and each town had the same 
central square with a Lenin statue in the centre. However, such universality and 
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similarities—based on Soviet socialist ideology—among local towns and cities came 
to be undermined significantly after the Soviet system collapsed in 1991.

During the 1990s, the symbols of the Soviet era disappeared from official emblems 
of towns as many local authorities replaced municipal symbols with pre- 
revolutionary symbols. Some post-Soviet changes compelled local elites and author-
ities to change municipal symbols as they redefined their local identities. Above all, 
both state and society during the post-Soviet era came to consider many aspects of 
Soviet practices and legacies in a very negative way. One of the most prominent 
branding strategies of local towns and cities in the post-Soviet era is to remove So-
viet symbols of industrialisation while restoring pre-revolutionary symbols, specifi-
cally in the coats-of-arms of their towns and cities. 

Changing the social and political atmosphere toward the legacy of the Soviet 
industrialisation is what encouraged local authorities to change municipal emblems. 
During the years of perestroika and glasnost in the late 1980s and early 1990s, the 
local intellectuals and elites indeed began to re-evaluate the Soviet achievement, 
especially that of the Soviet industrialisation. Paying more attention to the quality 
of life and living conditions, regional mass media exposed the idiocy of the Sovi-
et industrial policy and its ill effects, such as air and water pollution and other 
environmental destruction, as well as a poor welfare system [14]. The regional 
mass media and public opinion often criticised Soviet policy that put top priority 
on industrial development at the expense of quality of human life [16]. Recognis-
ing the seriousness of environmental problems, the post-Soviet central government 
initiated legal regulations starting in the early 1990s in order to address these prob-
lems [22]. Such action implies that immediately after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, both central and local authorities considered the legacy of the Soviet indus-
trialisation from a negative perspective rather than a positive one. 

Furthermore, during the 1990s, regional authorities came to have more auton-
omous power in selecting, developing, and “branding” local symbols, as central 
authorities significantly lessened their control over building local identity. During 
the Soviet period, the central authorities did not allow local city authorities to use 
monarchical and religious images and symbols, such as a crown and a cross, in 
city emblems [12]. Moreover, the Soviet authorities criticised the “emblems of 
capitalist countries” that contained symbols such as a cannon, roaring lion, leop-
ard, panther, axe, spear, sword, or rifle, by regarding those items as representations 
of violence, inclemency, and deceit [19]. Today, despite the fact that the local 
authorities should still obtain authorisation from an organisation of the central 
authorities—such as the Russian Heraldic Committee under the Presidential Of-
fice—in order to use their emblems [4], the central government has not imposed 
unifying regulations on local towns and cities as they did during the Soviet peri-
od. In these post-Soviet circumstances, local authorities have begun to redesign 
their Soviet style coats-of-arms. 

Several works, which examine local initiatives in the branding process of re-
gional cities, help us to understand the emergence of both new post-Soviet local 
symbols and identities [3, 18, 26]. Few scholars, however, have tried to explicate 
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the development of changes in post-Soviet cities coats-of-arms and emblems. 
Employing local cities’ coats-of-arms and emblems as analytic lenses to better 
observe the post-Soviet local identities, I will thus examine changes in local sym-
bols and cities’ coats-of-arms during the 1990s and early 2000s. In doing so, this 
study will explore the way that post-Soviet local authorities have reinvented local 
symbols and identities.

SOVIET CITIES’ COATS-OF-ARMS:  
SYMBOLS OF INDUSTRIALISATION AS KEY ELEMENTS

During the Soviet period, more than 100 cities had their own coats-of-arms, while 
many more cities had only unofficial emblems and city symbols. One can categorise 
those coats-of-arms and emblems into three groups: 1) those using pre-revolutionary 
compositions 2) those with both pre-revolutionary and Soviet symbols 3) those only 
with Soviet symbols [19]. Many Soviet emblems indeed fall into the second and third 
categories as they contain industrial enterprises, industrial products, and natural re-
sources as symbols that represented the towns and cities. 

Local Soviet authorities frequently portrayed their region by emphasising the re-
gion’s industrial potential because industrialisation was one of the key values and 
goals that the Soviet leadership had pursued since the early years of the Soviet state, 
especially from the 1930s. Thus, one can frequently find emblems of local and region-
al towns that include symbols of industrialisation, such as cogwheels, machinery, or 
an industrial complex. For example, the coat-of-arms of Chelyabinsk during the So-
viet period includes a tractor and factories, as well as an electricity tower. The other 
Soviet coat-of-arms of the city also shows a huge cogwheel and bucket used at metal 
works (Fig. 1). These images indicate that during the Soviet period, the city authorities 
of Chelyabinsk selected industrial facilities such as the Chelyabinsk Tractor Factory 
(Chelabinskiy traktornyy zavod, ChTZ) and the Chelyabinsk Metallurgical Plant 
(Chelyabinskiy metallurgicheskiy kombinat, ChMK) as symbols to represent their city. 
Likewise, the Soviet coat-of-arms of Sverdlovsk (today’s Yekaterinburg), the admin-
istrative centre of the Sverdlovsk Region, includes a cogwheel in its centre. The cog-
wheel certainly represented the Uralmash, a heavy machine production factory (Fig. 2) 
[27, p. 149, 151]. In addition, the coat-of-arms of Neryungry, a mining town in the 
Republic of Sakha, also has symbols of similar industry: it shows a huge dump truck 
carrying a full load of coal on the left side of the emblem, while a freight-cart loaded 
with coal is on the right. Moreover, the emblem of Neryungry, created in 1984, like 
other city emblems of the Soviet period has a huge cogwheel in the centre behind the 
traditional image of three tethering posts (Fig. 3) [10]. Many emblems of other less 
industrialised cities, such as Lipetsk, were the same. They all included cogwheels in 
their cities’ coats-of-arms.

It indeed makes sense that the authorities of Chelyabinsk and Sverdlovsk used in-
dustrial facilities as symbols to represent their cities because these cities were well-
known industrial centres that produced metal products, machinery production, or coal. 
During the Soviet period, however, not only smaller towns but also those less regard-
ed as industrialised centres designated industrial artifacts or facilities as their emblems. 
This pattern indicates that at that time, industrialisation was indeed a “national ideol-
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Fig. 1. Chelyabinsk

          
    Soviet period              1973               1984 

Figure 1 Chelyabinsk     Figure 3 Sverdlovsk   Figure 4 Neryungri   
 Source: [9]

Fig. 2. Sverdlovsk

     
1973                1984 

 Source: [13]

Fig. 3. Neryungri

     
1973                1984 

 Source: [10]

Fig. 4. Shadrinsk

               
      1983                    1967                     1969 
 Source: [5]

Fig. 5. Troitsk

               
      1983                    1967                     1969 
 Source: [8]

Fig. 6. Veliky Novgorod
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 Source: [6]
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ogy” and value that even authorities of small rural towns had to internalise and pursue. 
For example, in 1983 the authorities of Shadrinsk, a rural town of the Kurgan Region 
with a total population of 84,000, embraced an emblem adorned with a cogwheel (Fig. 
4), despite the fact that the town manufactured farming tools. Likewise, in 1967 the 
authorities of Troitsk, a small town in the Chelyabinsk Region with a total population 
of 86,000 that had a newly built power station after World War II, adopted a coat-of-
arms that brandished a part of a cogwheel and a symbol of electricity (Fig. 5) [28]. In 
addition, regional cities that were not known as Soviet industrial hubs but best known 
as historical centre, such as Novgorod, also created their coats-of-arms to include 
cogwheels in the late 1960s (Fig. 6).

Although the industrial facilities in these small towns and cities were less im-
pressive in terms of the size and reputation (when compared to those at the nation-
al level) the facilities often were nonetheless major industrial assets for those small 
towns and cities. Their emblems, therefore, imply that during the Soviet period, 
even those local authorities of less industrialised towns and cities wanted to prove 
their industrial potential by including symbols of industrialisation in their coats-
of-arms. For them, it was a way of creating a local identity for residents, on the 
one hand, and a strategy that showed that the local authorities were faithfully fol-
lowing the national goal, on the other hand.

POST-SOVIET CITIES’ COAT OF ARMS:  
DE-INDUSTRIALISATION AND RESTORATION  

OF PRE-REVOLUTIONARY SYMBOLS
This strategy that local authorities used to promote the industrial potential of their 
towns and cities through emblems eventually changed after the Soviet Union col-
lapsed. As the mass media and local elites de-mystified the Soviet achievement of 
industrialisation, the local authorities began to remove the Soviet legacy in the offi-
cial rhetoric, discourse, and symbols, too. Consequently, from the mid-1990s, local 
governments of even major industrial centres of the former Soviet Union began to 
create new emblems for their towns and cities either by removing cogwheels and 
other symbols of industrialisation or by replacing Soviet emblems with pre-revolu-
tionary symbols. Authorities of some cities that did not have pre-revolutionary coats-
of-arms—due to the city being founded during the Soviet period—replaced indus-
trial symbols with natural resources such as animals and fish, which are symbols that 
instead value the preservation of nature.

For example, in 1994, the Chelyabinsk city authorities introduced a new official 
emblem that placed a large camel loaded with freight on its back. All images of 
tractors, power stations, and buckets of steelworks were removed. Six years later, 
the authorities presented an updated version of its emblem. This version does not 
have even two hammers, the pre-revolutionary signs of industrial centres, but it has 
maintained the camel loaded with freight (Fig. 7). The camel symbolises the reha-
bilitation of the pre-revolutionary role of the city as a centre of trade and commerce 
in the Southern Ural. The new coat-of-arm indicates that the local authorities “in-
vented” new post-Soviet symbols by adopting historical and traditional elements of 
the local city. Likewise, in 1998, the city of Yekaterinburg introduced its new coat-
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Fig. 7. Chelyabinsk
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Fig. 8. Yekaterinburg

         
1994                2000             1783                 1998  

 
Source: [20]

Fig. 9. Neryungri
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Source: [10]

Fig. 10. Shadrinsk

           
1783              1999               1867               1997 

 Source: [11]



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

80 vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS J. Song, pp. 74-83

of-arms, which draws on pre-revolutionary images of the coat-of-arms created in 
1783, and which had the “Soviet” cogwheel removed (Fig. 8). The city authorities 
of Neryungy, founded in the 1950s, also introduced a new coat-of-arms, in which a 
truck and a freight train fully loaded with coal were erased, while a large cogwheel 
in the background was replaced with five fish, representing the “universal renovation 
of nature” [7] (Fig. 9).

In this post-Soviet atmosphere of “de-industrialisation”, cities known as histor-
ical centres, such as (Veliky) Novgorod and relatively less-industrialised cities like 
Shadrinsk, Troitsk, Lipetsk, and Kirov, changed their coats-of-arms. In 1999, the 
city duma of Shadrinsk presented a new coat-of-arms, showing a running marten 
that was a part of the images of the original coat-of-arms introduced in 1783 (Fig. 
10). In 1997, the city duma of Troitsk also introduced a new coat-of-arms partly 
restored from the 19th century original (Fig. 11), while those of Lipetsk, Kirov, and 
Veliky Novgorod rehabilitated symbols used in original coats-of-arms presented 
in 1781 during the reign of Yekaterina II (Figs. 12-14). 

The restoration of the pre-revolutionary symbols in the coats-of-arms of these cit-
ies during the first decade of the post-Soviet era implies that the Soviet legacy and the 
failed Soviet policy—which heavily prioritised industrialisation—have been both 
denied and abandoned by city authorities and residents. During the post-Soviet tran-
sitional period to a market economy, many factories and industrial companies indeed 
suffered from the reorganisation of the economic and industrial structure. For example, 
the Chelyabinsk Tractor Factory, which was a major enterprise sustaining the city’s 
economy during the Soviet period, went bankrupt in 1997 and faced a crisis when it 
was dismantled in parts and sold [21; 27, p. 149-150]. In this situation, many local 
authorities and elites began to look back to their pre-revolutionary traditions and his-
tories to redefine their local identities. 

In addition to rehabilitation of pre-revolutionary coats-of-arms, some industrial 
cities even restored their pre-revolutionary symbols in public spheres. In 2000, the 
city administration of Chelyabinsk decided to build a statue of a camel, a symbol of 
trade during the pre-revolutionary era [2]. In 2004, the local authorities eventually 
built the camel statue on Kirov Street, which was a trade and commerce centre that 
was crowded with merchants during the pre-revolutionary era [15]. In terms of its size, 
the statue of the camel is not like either the statue of a Soviet tank, representing the 
city’s main commodity during the Soviet period, or the statue of Lenin, built on the 
city’s major squares. While the statues of the tank and Lenin are huge and put on tall 
pedestals, the city authorities decided to place a life-sized statue of a camel with no 
pedestal, so that the local residents and children could freely approach, touch, and take 
pictures with it. The statue of the camel is indeed a “third space” where a real and 
imagined space coexisted [24, p. 6]. In other words, the statue of a camel as a “real 
space” provides an “imagined space” where city residents can internalise the camel 
as a symbol of their hometown while taking a rest or taking pictures around the statue. 
Certainly, in this sense, one can consider the city authorities’ decisions to rehabilitate 
pre-revolutionary symbols as a new post-Soviet strategy of “branding” their cities. 
Through this procedure of branding their city, local residents can have a chance to 
develop their own local identity.
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Fig. 11. Troitsk
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Fig. 12. Lipetsk
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 Source: [17]

Fig. 13. Kirov
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 Source. [23]

Fig. 14. Veliky Novgorod
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CONCLUSION

The post-Soviet regional cities’ authorities redefined local identities by replacing 
symbols representing achievement of industrialisation with the symbols from pre-rev-
olutionary times. One can understand the local initiative as a denial of the negative 
legacy of a national project driven by the central government. After the demise of the 
centralised system in the 1990s, the local authorities began to define their local iden-
tities in their own way using their own historical experiences and traditions. The local 
city authorities’ restoration of pre-revolutionary symbols in coats-of-arms was a 
post-Soviet “invention of tradition” and formation of new local identities reflecting 
post-Soviet values.
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If our urban landscape was imagined and made,  
then it can be imagined differently and redone.

D. Harvey

INTRODUCTION
Being a dense and complex area, the modern city is filled with various social rela-
tions, tensions and dramatic changes. Their significance for social development is 
so great that E. Soja, following H. Lefebvre, concluded: human society and, in fact, 
all forms of social life arise, develop and change in the materially real and social-
ly imagined context of the cities [12, p. 133].

One of the most important fundamental differences between a modern city and 
a premodern one is inherent alienation within its inhabitants. It is expressed, ac-
cording to Z. Bauman’s figurative remark, in the abundance of “permanent 
strangers” and those with no permanent bonds who stay close to each other, con-
tinually interacting and yet remaining strangers. It is their presence that creates a 
favorable city environment for inventions and innovations, reflexivity and self-crit-
icism, dissatisfaction, disagreement and striving for the future [1, p. 26-27], but at 
the same time it makes the city a “dumping side for anxieties and apprehensions 
generated by globally induced uncertainty and ambiquity” [1, p. 52].

However, having a powerful segmenting and differentiating effect and being 
filled with contradictions in the course of the struggle “for meanings and identities” 
between the global and the local, the city retains its stability. It simultaneously 
remains a space of diverse local networks and local meanings thereby forming a 
sense of belonging even among strangers, creating an indirect connection between 
them, uniting them not only with space, but also, paradoxically, communal habitat.

Being a part of the lived space of any citizen, even those who consider them-
selves alien to the dominating urban culture, living communities are carefully 
woven into the social fabric of the city, directly or indirectly affecting it. Acting as 
the place of residence of an individual, such community participates in one’s being, 
occupies a place in the reality one constructs forcing him/her to be aware of and 
experience it. The essence of this connection between the social and physical space 
of the city was well formulated by Henri Lefebvre: social relations remain abstract 
and unrealized until they get a concrete expression and fit materially and symbol-
ically into the inhabited space [cited by: 12, p. 133].

Therefore, internalizing reality, an individual is forced one way or another to 
gradually and selectively assimilate the symbolic images and values, norms, “in-
tersubjective” beliefs and values inherent in the community and externalize them 
in private and public activities. This process of continuous changes can be perceived 
only through the understanding of the individual’s image of a place as well as 
studying the experience of the place. We are talking about “local practices” placed 
in a specific socio-cultural and spatial context in which this image is formed.

The study of the image of the place is of particular importance and interest when 
it comes to “new” city dwellers—representatives of foreign cultural groups. Their 
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presence makes the city community cosmopolitan. Being those “outsiders” as in 
Z. Bauman, they bring different cultural traditions and other social practices to the 
modern city creatively processing and influencing the symbolic and normative 
culture of the city and community. Due to the innovative potential, their presence 
in the city simultaneously increases the insecurity and uncertainty inherent in the 
community of “strangers” and the risks of this insecurity spilling out into the city 
space through hostility, spontaneous aggression, and conflicts. However, if city 
dwellers see each other in the streets, talk with each other, establish cooperation, 
and work out living-together “rules”, this “local preparation” reduces anxiety and 
fear at a more global, civilizational, level [1, p. 52].

To get a little closer to the understanding of how foreign culture and duration of 
staying at a place affect the perception of the city and the community, how involve-
ment in social practices of the city is connected with shaping the territory’s image, 
we conducted empirical research in the city of Novosibirsk in 2016/17 within the 
bigger studies of the inter-ethnic character of the urban community.

NOVOSIBIRSK INTERETHNIC COMMUNITY:  
TOUCHES TO THE PORTRAIT

Exploring the city, one needs to recognize that ethnicity as a property of commu-
nity is not the only parameter of the urban space and community analysis. How-
ever, in certain cases it can be the main one. Its main difference from other diag-
nostic criteria of the urban relations and environment is its continuously changing 
weight in the confrontation between the local and the global. Ethnicity as a funda-
mental feature of the local is characterized by belonging to a group that is identified 
by both the in-groupers and the outsiders [2, p. 11]. Therefore, ethnicity has con-
sistently acted as one of the most important components for the self-identification 
of communities and marking of cultural borders. This is of particular importance 
today, when polyethnicity becomes an objective characteristic of any city. In the 
case when ethnic identification manifests itself not only at the individual but also 
group level, it makes sense to talk about the presence of inter-ethnic communities 
in the city. The city can be considered an inter-ethnic community if its ethnic com-
munities reached the most developed “advanced” form. Such community is char-
acterized by spatial integrity due to the presence of ethnic groups capable of 
self-organization and socio-territorial identification. An important feature is the 
nature of inter-ethnic interaction. Yu. V. Popkova and E. A. Tyurgashev’s definition 
of an inter-ethnic community fits to this context: “This is a historically established 
socio-anthropological community of interacting ethnic groups occupying certain 
social niches (same-type positions, roles, and places)” [9, p. 8].

From this point of view, Novosibirsk, despite its high ethnic homogeneity (86.2% 
of the population identify themselves as Russians) [7], can be viewed as an emerg-
ing, but still differentiated, inter-ethnic community with its own specifics.

Being a large center of regional importance, the city of Novosibirsk (its popula-
tion stood at 1,619,826 people by estimate as of 1 January, 2018) demonstrates high 
migration dynamics. Over the previous decade, it first witnessed active migration 
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which began to slow down after 2013. The decline was particularly obvious in 2017. 
At the beginning of 2018, Novosibirsk had the lowest migration rate since 2007: 
+8,447 people. The intraregional migration rate was especially low (-1,338 people). 

In the face of a small Russian interregional migration increase (+1,616 people), 
the growing migration flow from the CIS countries (+8,691 people) looks unu-
sually high. Although it corresponds to the long-term trends, in combination with 
the falling figures for other indicators, this leads to a change in the share of mi-
grants from the CIS countries in the overall structure of migration. In 2006, their 
share was 11.8% of the total immigrant flow; in 2017 it was already 34.5% 
(2016—31%). The counter flow to the CIS countries in 2017 amounted to 51.5% 
only of all the emigrants. This suggests that some of the incomers use Novosi-
birsk as a transit point or become included into the already existing ethnic com-
munities. Obviously, in the coming years, the ethnicity factor will manifest itself 
more actively in Novosibirsk, especially with the increasing outflow of migrants 
[7].

The transformation of the city’s ethnic picture is influenced both by quantitative 
and qualitative composition of the arriving foreign cultural groups. Ethnocultural 
groups from the Central Asia, Caucasus, and Asia-Pacific region dominate among 
the immigrants.

The studies conducted under the supervision and with the participation of the 
author of the article in 2014–20161 suggest that during active migration the distri-
bution of ethnic groups in a large city is uneven. They mainly concentrate on the 
periphery of the city, in those areas where large regional markets are located. They 
create local centers of tension between the migrants and the local population ex-
acerbating the inter- and intra-diaspora competitive interactions [8].

In general, our results agree with E. V. Tyuryukanova’s conclusions about a 
different nature of the tension in the host community of the modern Russian city. 
She defined it as “new xenophobia”. Its source is not so much the typical problems 
of the material resource and power distribution (which manifest themselves, for 
example, in permanent inter- and intra-diaspora territorial disputes, still active in 
the city), but rather in the cultural gap between the local population and the incom-

1 The researches were carried out in the framework of two projects. The first project: In-
terethnic tensions and conflicts in the city of Novosibirsk (2014–2015) was commissioned 
by the Mayor of Novosibirsk (7 focus groups; it was used the method of large-scale social 
mapping, with the leaders of national-cultural autonomies (NCAs) of Central Asia and the 
Caucasus, as well as representatives of local authorities—the bodies whose duties include 
control over the ethno-social situation in the territory). The second project: № 16-03-00144 
RFBR (RHNF) Socio-cultural monitoring of interethnic community: building a system of 
indicators and its approbation in the municipal administration of the city of Novosibirsk 
(headed by Yu. V. Popkov) (6 group interviews with the method of draft social mapping 
among the authoritative representatives of diasporas and local residents living in the plac-
es of high concentration of representatives of Central Asia and the Caucasus, 48 expert 
interviews).
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ing cultural groups [13]. Expectedly, the highest level of interethnic tensions and 
conflicts was recorded in the local communities of the “new strangers”—residents 
of the newly built residential areas with limited social resources (schools, kinder-
gartens, and outpatient clinics, etc.). These attract new socially and economically 
active layers of population. They usually have no previous experience of cross-cul-
tural interactions on a daily basis. Here what Z. Bauman called mixophilia and 
mixophobia1 manifest themselves in the most bizarre form when the eternal, albe-
it unconscious fear of the unknown is looking for an outlet [1, p. 43].

At the same time, the city is facing a gradual emergence of new diaspora com-
munities, mainly people from Central Asia. These communities are characterized 
by heterogeneity, differentiation not only according to ethnic, but also microre-
gional, generational, and economic characteristics; and such structuring affects 
both intra- and inter-diaspora relations [11].

THE IMAGE OF A PLACE AS A CITY DWELLER’S  
LIVING SPACE — A DIAGNOSTIC COMPONENT  

FOR THE INTERETHNIC COMMUNITY
In these circumstances, an important sign of the formation of both local interethnic 
communities and the urban interethnic community is the acceptance of the discourse 
of ethnicity by their residents. If ethnicity as a living space component for the locals 
becomes a natural part of their local or urban landscape, we can speak of an estab-
lished community. If the factor of ethnicity is rather problematic, the community 
is in the early phase of formation. Both community statuses are always unstable 
and will change depending on a whole set of socio-cultural, socio-economic, and 
political factors at the local, regional or federal level.

In this regard, a periodic analysis of the image of the living space, the space of 
a localized community, transmitted by people of different ethnicities, can help to 
investigate this process. Let us appeal to some theory.

In itself, the image study today is a part of spatial research, especially in its 
postmodern version. There are two traditions of such analysis.

The first belongs to the tradition of spatial research developed in French-Euro-
pean geography, anthropology, and sociology. It is rooted in the regional studies 
of the place and tensions caused by the mutual influence of people and their envi-
ronment founded by Paul Vidal de la Blache’s geography and in the anthropology 
of the 1980s influenced by J. Derrida and R. Barth. There was a growing interest 
in visuality as a primary measure of social reality. This tradition gave birth to the 
currently popular concept of ‘living space‘ and analysis of its components: living 
space (territory, activity zones), social space and values associated with them [15, 

1 By these terms, Z. Bauman refers to the concept or rejection of the diversity (mixing) of 
human types and lifestyles found on the streets and in residential areas of modern cities. If 
myxophilia presupposes accepting differences, otherness, and multilinguism, then myxo-
phobia implies a focus on the similarity, “such as they”, local communication and, as a 
consequence, segregation.
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p. 130]. From the point of view of its theorists, a place can “explicitly exist only 
in the discourse of its inhabitants and the rhetoric that produces it” [17; 18, p. 3]; 
but it is born in the situational real practice. It is practice that creates the image of 
a place from the experience of a place [22].

The second theory is the American tradition of a place analysis. It was formed 
as a response to the social challenges that required solution to social-design 
problems. It was influenced by the Chicago school of the 1920s, spatial research 
and mapping by S. Milgram and K. Lynch in the 1960s with their concept of the 
role of the individual in “image formation”, and P. Gould and R. White in the 
1970s – 1980s. Within this tradition, much has been done to analyze the place as 
a socially constructed understanding of the spatial parameters of relationships 
and identification: commonness of place, sense of place, place of identification, 
and place of dependence, etc. In this tradition, the sense of place arises in the 
dialectic of the quality of place and the attitude of people to places[ 23]. There-
fore, the active participation of residents depends not only on their socio-demo-
graphic characteristics, but also on the general perception of the place. The sense 
of place consists of cognitive, affective and motivational components: identifi-
cation with place, dependence on place and attachment to place [16, 19, 10] can 
be both unconscious and future-oriented if individuals or groups have practical 
goals [21].

The experience gained in the above-described traditions shows that the analysis 
of the image of a territory can sometimes be independent, but it can also become 
part of a more extensive study of the socio-territorial space, its living communities 
and meanings. In this case, researchers turn to the analysis of four types of factors: 
the interpretation of the image of a place, the analysis of local practices of social 
participation, spatial activity and demographic background [16, p. 116].

In our case, considering the above-mentioned theoretical background, we will 
focus on the analysis of social maps and the accompanying discussion of several 
parameters that may be relevant to the analysis of the image of the territory in the 
context of ethnicity:

1. Imaginability (K. Lynch, M. de Soreto, A. Lefebvre), representability (S. Mil-
gram) of space, its boundaries and information density. It is important to 
understand what “holds” the space and constitutes its stable symbolic core, 
around which a settlement and the whole community is organized and wheth-
er it contains iconic images [5, p. 142].

2. Experience of the place. How familiar are the residents with the public space? 
Is it associated with the personal positive and negative practices of the group 
mapping participants?

3. Grouping [3, p. 100]. Awareness of oneself as a group in relation to “others”. 
Identification of the session participants with the local community.

4. Identification with the place. The feeling of being at home. Identification 
with one’s dwelling place: “Comfortable, familiar, and really mine” [1, 
p. 113].
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JOINT SOCIAL MAPPING AS A METHOD OF STUDYING  

THE IMAGE OF A TERRITORY AND COMMUNITY
The method of joint social mapping is a tool of the image research in our research 
[4].

For more than a century, mapping has been used to understand urbanism and 
inequality, processes of the changing urban environment, spatial aspects of group-
ing, and the nature of the social life of various groups, including marginal.

Since the 1960s, various mapping methods have been used to deconstruct the 
existing images of space, collecting both visual and narrative material. A city map 
can be built both by analyzing individual images of the urban environment through 
the isolation and comprehension of mental maps as did K. Lynch, S. Milgram, P. 
Gould and R. White, and/or through the reconstruction and analysis of the zones 
of collective consent—conventional social images of the city—with the help of a 
group interview [4].

The method of joint social mapping is a method of group interviews with a pro-
cedure for constructing a map aimed at collecting socio-spatial data about the 
community and territory in order to diagnose the situation and involve the partic-
ipants in the territorial development projects. It is based on the social construction-
ist methodology, the methodology of action research (AR), and participatory action 
research (PAR). Depending on the tasks, the joint mapping procedure is a focus 
group or workshop. Describing their living space, residents tell about the territory, 
routes, favorite places, and possible threats, people living there, their daily inter-
actions, existing traditions of joint activities; they also share their observations and 
personal stories.

For this study, its most arbitrary option was chosen: sketch mapping. In this case, 
territorial space is portrayed by informants arbitrarily, from memory, from scratch, 
which expands the grounds for analysis. Cartographic symbols are introduced by 
agreement between the participants with the help of a specialist—researcher or 
designer. In our case, researchers use interpretive information, which represents a 
unique view of the territory, community, and interethnic relations constructed by 
the group while map creating.

THE IMAGE OF THE TERRITORY AND COMMUNITY  
IN THE CONTEXT OF ETHNICITY: RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

The study of the image of localized territories by the method of joint social map-
ping was undertaken in Novosibirsk in 2016—early 2017.

Several localized territories and representatives of various types of communities 
were chosen as an empirical object of research. We selected local residents repre-
senting different types of local territories and most culturally diverse communities:

1. The Rastochka residential area is an old depressive territory with a high 
crime rate and original architecture (Florentine Renaissance), which was 
formed in the late 1940s—early 1950s. It is the place of residence of the 
people historically associated with Tyazhstankogidropress industrial enter-
prise. The session participants included active local residents, members of 
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the territorial bodies of public self-government (TOS), who had been living 
in this territory for a long time (from 35 to 70 years) (Fig. 1).

2. The MZhK residential area is a fast-developing bedroom community existing 
since the end of the 1980s. Due to the ongoing construction, it is perceived 
by the city residents as a new one. It is located near a group of shopping 
malls which replaced what until 2015 used to be the largest regional clothing 
market in the Asian part of Russia. The session participants included active 
local residents, TOS members.
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Fig. 1. The Rastochka residential area. The space of old inhabited place
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Рис. 1. Микрорайон «Расточка». Пространство старого обжитого места  

Pic. 1. Area “Rastochka”. Space of local inhabited place  

во всех остальных случаях они в больше или меньшей степени 
определяются личным опытом и предпочтениями участников. 
Характер границ поддерживается и вообразимостью территории. Ее 
структурными основаниями на всех картах являются дороги, задающие 
рамки или ограничивающие «пространство жизни». Однако если 
сравнить карты между собой, то информационная плотность как, 
впрочем, и наличие иконических образов (широко известных и 
признаваемых всеми объектов — А. Лефевр), присущи также только 
карте старого района (отмечены красными окружностями — ДК 
Ефремова, завод Ефремова) (рис. 1). 

Вместе с тем, в сконструированном участниками сессии 
картирования образе сообщества старого микрорайона фактически 
отсутствуют как жители новых многоэтажек, так и инокультурные 
группы приезжих, чье число здесь стремительно увеличивается. Следы 
их присутствия появились на карте после прямых вопросов 
модератора. Все сегодняшние «невидимые незнакомцы» с правом на 
территорию в перспективе могут стать для его коренных жителей 
«чужими», особенно в ситуация манифестирования о своем 
присутствии через новые нормы и правила, инфраструктурные 
изменения. Тем не менее, в настоящее время стилевое единство места, 
насыщенного уникальными, хотя и разрушающимися объектами, и 
отчасти сохраняющееся только в представлениях его коренных 

Fig. 2. The MZhK residential area (Molodyozhniy zhiloy kompleks;  
Youth Residential Complex). The space of a “new” place (iconic images not found)
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(больше), которые имеются на территории. Это свидетельствует об 
относительной конгруэнтности образов.  

Рис. 2. Микрорайон МЖК. Пространство «нового» места  

Pic. 2. Area “MJK” Space of a new place. Iconic images not found 

Вместе с тем, карта местных жителей — киргизов (рис. 3), 
демонстрирует существенно большие границы освоенного 
пространства, чем карта, подготовленная местными «русскими».  

Рис. 3. Микрорайон МЖК. Пространство жизни киргизского 
сообщества 

Pic. 3. Area “MJK”. Kirgiz community living space 
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3. The residential area MZhK. The session participants were local residents—

influential representatives of the Kyrgyz diaspora (Fig. 3).
4. The district of Zhukovsky Street, Yerevanskaya Street, and the territory of 

the private housing and low-rise buildings. Since the late 1980s, it has been 
actively settled by the Yezidi ethnic group, which was new to the city. The 
session participants included local residents, influential representatives of 
the Yezidi diaspora (Fig. 4).
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Fig. 3. The MZhK residential area. Kyrgyz community living space
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Одна из очевидных причин этого, широта проживания 
привлеченных для картирования представителей киргизкой диаспоры. 
Вместе с тем, обращает на себя внимание и другое обстоятельство, 
связанное с потребностями в ресурсах. Основные объекты 
отмеченными на карте — школы — наиболее значимый ресурс для 
этнической группы, ориентированной на проживание в городе (рис. 3. 
Расположение школ на карте отмечено красными окружностями). Их 
значимость и иконичность столь высока, что все участники 
картирования были способны прокомментировать достоинства и 
возможности получения качественного образования в каждой из них. 
Подобная ситуация наблюдается и на карте, изображенной 
представителями диаспоры езидов (рис. 4). Но в данном случае речь 
идет об иконичности в глазах диаспоры стадионов при школах, как 
ресурсе, отвечающим культурным ценностям и интересам этнической 
группы.  

 
Рис.4. Район Жуковского — Ереванская. Пространство проживания 
езидов 

Pic. 4 Area of Jukovskogo — Erevanskaya streets. Ezid living space 

Обе карты показывают низкую информационную плотность 
образа территории, задаваемого преимущественно значимыми для 
сообщества общинно-корпоративного типа объектами и ведущими к 
ним путями. Это свидетельствует также о слабой социальной 
освоенности территории и сообщества, незначительном опыте места, 
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The study resulted in the participants’ maps of territories and communities shown 

above (Fig. 1-4). Their analysis was carried out in accordance with the grounds out-
lined above. Due to length restrictions, its results will be shown only selectively.

The maps demonstrated that the boundaries of the territory identified as “one’s 
own” are only determined for the historically formed “old” territory and they co-
incide with the generally accepted and well-established borders (Rastochka resi-
dential area (Fig. 1)). In all the other cases, they are more or less determined by 
personal experience and preferences of the participants. The nature of the bound-
aries is supported by the imaginability of the territory. Structurally, roads define 
the boundaries or limit the lived space on all the maps. However, if we compare 
the maps, only the old district map possesses information density and iconic im-
ages (well-known and recognized objects according to A. Lefebvre) (see The Efre-
mov community center and The Efremov factory marked with red circles) (Fig. 1).

The session participants constructed an image of the community of the old mi-
crodistrict excluding residents of new high-rise buildings or foreign migrants whose 
number is rapidly increasing. Traces of their presence appeared on the map after 
direct questions from the moderator. In the future, all currently “invisible strangers” 
with the right to a territory may become “outsiders” for the indigenous population, 
especially if they manifest their presence through new norms, rules, and infrastruc-
tural changes.

Nevertheless, at present, the stylistic unity of the place ensures the imaginabil-
ity of the place (“it was a fabulous town”). It is saturated with unique though de-
caying objects and preserved only in the mind of its indigenous people. One of the 
imaginability sources is that the mapping session participants have a lot of expe-
rience of the place. Despite the prevailing myths about it being a “gangster” neigh-
borhood, their long-term active social participation contributes to its positive per-
ception. Thus, they repaint the socially negative reality with bright colors of the 
territory landlords/owners (“not quite trouble-free”, “it’s dangerous along the 
borders, but it’s not dangerous in Rastochka itself”). This promotes a greater sense 
of security. 

Novosibirsk residents typically demonstrate a disturbing emotional reaction to 
other cultures. However, our participants show some unique practices of sustain-
able interaction with migrants which is not observed in the new districts. At that, 
they can also co-exist without interacting. The vastness of the territory and the 
convenience of its organization significantly contribute to the “cross-cultural world” 
when spatial distance between groups helps to eliminate or avoid multiple daily 
conflicts.

Unlike the old district, in the “new” MZhK microdistrict there are either no ar-
chitectural “icons” or they are partly replaced by natural ones. Discursive evidence 
of this is the value the residents attach to small natural objects and their desire to 
participate in the construction and reconstruction of garden squares. In spite of the 
residential density, which substantially exceeds the Rastochka, the sites important 
for the residents are located along the main streets. The space away from them 
remains empty and poorly developed (Fig. 2). In this case, the limited space leads 
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to a greater intensity of contacts that occur on highways and in the back yards, 
children’s play and sports grounds.

Despite the multiethnic population composition, the main marker of successful 
intercultural interactions for “local Russians” is relations with the Kyrgyz and, 
despite their small number, with the Kazakhs. Other immigrants from Central Asia 
remain “invisible strangers” for the local residents. We observed coincidence of 
the mapped resources (to a lesser degree), risks and threats (to a greater degree) by 
the “local Russians” and “local Kyrgyz”. This relative congruence of the images 
is an indirect sign of a positive trend in the interethnic interactions.

At that, the local Kyrgyz residents’ map (Fig. 3) shows a significantly larger 
utilized space as compared to the map drawn by the local “Russians”.

One of the obvious reasons for this is the size of the settlements of the Kyrgyz 
diaspora recruited for mapping. Another reason is connected with the resource 
demand. The main sites marked on the map are schools—the most significant re-
source for an ethnic group choosing life in the city (Fig. 3, the location of schools 
on the map is marked with red circles). Their significance is so high that all the 
group mapping participants were able to comment on the advantages and quality 
of education in each of the schools. A similar situation is observed on the map de-
picted by the Yezidi diaspora (Fig. 4). In this case, we are talking about the signif-
icance of school stadiums as a resource meeting the cultural values and interests 
of this ethnic group.

Both maps show low information density of the image of the territory, which is 
predominantly defined by communal objects and the ways leading to them. It also 
testifies the weak social development of the territory and community, insufficient 
experience of the place which lacks interaction within the community. Another 
factor affecting the completeness of the constructed image is the ability of the group 
to come to an agreement about the image. Ethnocultural groups had certain diffi-
culties with this. The reasons for this need to be discussed; but perhaps it is the 
lack of experience of group discussion on the city and community. It seems that 
the problems of communication and rationalization of the image are compensated 
by the manifestation of groupness in the revealed interests and values.

The places indicated on the map are at the same time points of the ethnocultur-
al group’s entry into the urban community. However, they are clearly not enough 
to integrate into it or to create a sense of place. In this regard, new maps will be 
able to show progress.

CONCLUSION
The imaginability of a place, the presence of its image as a property of a physical 
object to evoke a stable bright image in an observer is one of the significant char-
acteristics of the developed space. However, it must be associated not only with 
the nature of the place under study, but also with the specifics of the user, value 
systems, practical interests and preferences, in particular, involvement and the 
nature of their development of the environment. In this regard, the character of the 
constructed image gives significant information about the place, and the carrier of 
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the image which opens up new prospects for such studies. The analysis of the im-
age shows that the experience of the place, the availability of the opportunity and 
practice of utilizing the social space is an important source of its design, as well as 
the construction of the associated sense of place, social and territorial identity. This 
is confirmed by the discovered relationship between the information density, den-
sity of meanings embedded in the image of space, everyday social practices asso-
ciated with them, activity and interaction within the lived space as well as a sense 
of security, which, in turn, reduces uncertainty and fear of the “outsiders”.
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Abstract. This article attempts to conceptualise the notion of the migration space in a region. The 
authors attribute the necessity of conceptualisation to the actual use of this concept in sociological 
discourse in the absence of its generally accepted definition. The migration space of a region is 
defined as a set of social ties in the region, the subjects of which are foreign migrants on the one 
hand and the host society on the other. The authors argue that with the arrival of foreign migrants 
in the region, the migration space is formed as a special kind of social ties. The specificity of these 
relations is due to three main factors: 1) foreign cultural influence of migrants, 2) their special 
legal status in the territory of arrival, and 3) the formation of migrant communities as a new social 
actor in the region. This approach allows distinguishing the migration space of the region as a 
special social field in the structure of the regional social space. Based on the universum sociolog-
ical approach, the authors propose a three-level model of the migration space of the region. The 
first level reveals the number of foreign migrants in the region, their communities and groups, 
their territorial location, and resource availability. The second level characterises the inclusion of 
migrants in the system of social relations of the region, their relations with the host population, the 
functioning of organisations and institutions that interact with migrants. The third level presents 
meanings, narratives, norms, collective opinions, and formalising ideas about migration relations 
in the information space of the region. In accordance with the authors’ opinion, this model can be 
useful both for the purposes of theoretical analysis of the migration space of the region and in the 
course of its empirical research. Further, relying on empirical data, the authors discuss the elements 
of the migration space of the Krasnoyarsk Territory and focus on foreign labour migration directed 
to the region from Central Asian countries. During the analysis, the authors identify actual and 
potential deformations that form dysfunctional phenomena in the existence and development of 
migration space at various levels.

Keywords: Sociology, sociology of migration, migration space of the region, deformations of migra-
tion space, the three-level model of migration space, Krasnoyarsk Territory, foreign labour migrants.
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INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this article is to conceptualise the notion of the region’s migration 
space and its empirical verification, highlighting current and potential deformations. 
The concept of migration space has not been developed and conceptualised in de-
tail in sociology so far. This is illustrated by the absence of its generally accepted 
definition. At the same time, the term migration space can be heard at scientific 
conferences and is used in sociological texts. As a rule (according to O. Yu. Suly-
agina, T. G. Nefedova, L. and I. Korel, I. V. Ivanyuk, A. Gorny and P. Ruspini, 
B. Siara, et al.), it is used to define a set of structural-dynamic properties of the 
part of the social space connected with migration relations [5, 8-10, 17, 24, 25, 28, 
30]. The concept of migration space represents the generalised characteristics of 
migration relations that have been developed within certain territorial boundaries, 
such as municipality, region, state, and within the area of interstate relations. It is 
in this generalisation is the expediency of its use. The conceptual framework of the 
sociology of migration includes concepts that reveal various aspects and states of 
migration relations, as E. N. Novoselova and M. S. Blinova note, e.g. migration 
situation, migration process, migration mobility, migration behaviour, migration 
movement and a number of others [4, p. 180-185; 19]. The concept of migration 
space, in our opinion, can serve as a theoretical construction that can systematise 
these and other aspects of migration relations and become a tool for systematic 
scientific and practical analysis of migration issues in specific territories.

The conceptualisation of the migration space notion for the authors of the article 
is an instrumental task, which serves the purpose of the practical study of migration 
relations in the Krasnoyarsk Territory. In this regard, this article analyses primar-
ily the region’s migration space. In the first part of the article, the theoretical anal-
ysis of the main parameters of the region’s migration space is presented; in the 
second part, we consider the migration space of the Krasnoyarsk Territory and 
highlight its current and potential deformations.

The region’s migration space is a component of the regional social space. The 
latter is a social environment in which social connections are expressed by po-
litical, economic, social, and cultural characteristics of the region. Researchers 
analyse the social space as a complex of social fields (P. Bourdieu [3, p. 15-17]), 
social groups, their internal and external relations (P. A. Sorokin [27, pp. 297-
302]), the complex of social communities interaction (G. E. Zborovskiy [31, 
pp. 16-20]).

These definitions indicate that an essential feature of the social space, its main 
constitutive element is social connections. L. Korel define social connection in 
sociology as interaction of social actors, implying their mutual influence [11, p. 
371] and bidirectional process of the social actions exchanging (as noted in a Gen-
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eral Sociology edited by A. G. Efendiev [6, pp. 165-167]). In this regard, the re-
gion’s migration space should be interpreted as a complex of the social connections 
in it, where foreign migrants would be one of the subjects-participants. We would 
like to emphasise that the migration space as a special social field (in the terminol-
ogy of P. Bourdieu) occurs precisely when foreign migrants arrive in the region, 
most of whom in many territories are foreign labour migrants. Firstly, the peculi-
arities of this social field is due to the fact that foreign migrants are carriers of a 
different culture, worldview, and lifestyle, which varies from the culture of the host 
society. The national culture of the foreign migrants brought to the territory of ar-
rival leads to the formation in this region of specific social connections that are 
influenced by or mainly based on the normative value regulation peculiar to this 
culture. Secondly, foreign labour migrants form new ethno-social communities 
(diasporas) in the host society, in which their culture or its elements are reproduced 
and which have peculiarities that distinguish them from other elements of the social 
structure of the region. Thirdly, the status of foreign migrants in the region is gov-
erned by a set of special normative legal acts establishing the requirements for their 
arrival, stay, employment, and interaction with the local authorities. In our opinion, 
these are the main features that shape the migration space as a special social field 
in the structure of the region’s social space.

It is possible to use a broader understanding of the concept of the region’s mi-
gration space, which includes not only foreign migrants but also migrants who 
arrived from other regions of the country. At the same time, a prerequisite for dis-
tinguishing social connections involving these migrants in a special social field is 
the difference between their culture and the dominant culture of the host society. 
If migrants arrived in the region are not of foreign cultures that as a rule does not 
lead to the creation of qualitatively new social connections, neither to the formation 
of special social communities. Also, migrants from other regions of the country do 
not acquire a special legal status in the host society and act within the general legal 
field of the region. Such migrants seamlessly integrate into social fields that already 
exist in the social space of the region, without forming a new one.

Thus, the concept of the region’s migration space is a tool for analysing mainly 
foreign migration in the region. It is in this capacity that it will be used in our fur-
ther presentation of the study results of the Krasnoyarsk Territory migration space.

THE MAIN PART
The task of theoretical consideration of the region’s migration space is to identify 
its main structural-dynamic characteristics, to create its conceptual and operation-
al model, allowing to explore migration relations and processes in the region. In 
our opinion (shared by V. G. Nemirovskiy), it is a Universum sociological paradigm 
based on the principles of the post-non-classical approach in sociology [16, 18] 
offers promising opportunities for solving this problem. The core of this paradigm, 
according to T. G. Nefyodova, is the methodological principle of the minimum 
Universum, which reveals the main characteristics that are necessary to describe 
a developing system [15, pp. 85-86]. The post-non-classical Universum approach 
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is presented in detail in the scientific literature and has shown its significance in 
the study of various social objects.

In this study, we use two basic postulates of this theory: 1) any developing sys-
tem has two polar elements, the contradiction between which underlies its existence 
and development; 2) any developing system forms at least three hierarchical levels 
expressing the process of its deployment: materially energetic, functionally organ-
isational and informational. The materially energetic level of the system expresses 
its material organisation, the elements of which it is composed. The activity of the 
system at this level is mainly due to the tasks of survival and consolidation at the 
level of sustainable existence. The social system here appears as a set of social 
actors in their physical embodiment, i. e. individuals and social communities. At 
the functionally organisational level, the system establishes links with various el-
ements of the environment in which it is located, integrates into their relationship 
system. In a social system at this level, social organisations are formed, where 
stable social connections are developing between various actors, as well as social 
institutions that integrate the system into the overall process of reproduction of 
social life are functioning. The information level of the system is connected with 
the production of communicative products, i.e. meanings, ideology, and innova-
tions, which embody the accumulated experience of its development. In the social 
system at this level, there are social norms and values, ideological formations, the 
social consciousness is formed.

These postulates allow us to envisage the theoretical model of the region’s mi-
gration space.

THE THEORETICAL MODEL  
OF THE REGION’S MIGRATION SPACE

The migration space of a region as a special social field arises with the emergence 
of social connections between two social categories: foreign migrants arrived in 
the region and representatives of the host society. These two elements constitute 
its base. P. Ruspini sees the contradiction between them in cultural differences 
between migrants and the host society: both the first and the second consider each 
other as “out-groups”—carriers of a different identity, other social practices, nar-
ratives, and symbols [24, p. 2338-2339]. Migrants bring to the host society a dif-
ferent way of life, worldview, traditions, values, and methods of satisfying social 
and spiritual needs. We also note that migrants have a special legal status compared 
to the representatives of the host society, which imposes significant restrictions on 
them. From the moment of entry into the country and arrival in the region, foreign 
migrants become subjects of legal relations. Already this shows the social connec-
tion between migrants and the host society, which is a sign of the existence of the 
region’s migration space. The mentioned differences lead to the emergence of so-
cial distance between migrants and the host society, the size of which depends on 
the magnitude of the differences between them. Studies (by L. V. Panina et al.) 
show that the stronger the intercultural and interethnic differences, the greater the 
social distance between migrants and the host society [20, p. 31; 21; 26, p. 170].
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Providing positive functional links between foreign migrants and the host soci-

ety is an urgent task of maintaining and developing the region’s migration space. 
This task is met by the creation of the institutional conditions necessary for adap-
tation and integration of migrants—the institutions of legal, social, cultural, infor-
mational and other types of support for migrants. If this problem is not solved, 
dysfunctions may occur in the migration space, which can lead to social deforma-
tions of this space.

Kudryavtsev V. N. sees social deformations as negative deviations from the 
normal (functional) state of social relations, which lead to degradation of social 
connections [13, p. 14]. One of the most severe deformations of regional migration 
spaces is the formation of their out-of-law segment, in which illegal foreign labour 
migrants are functioning. This deformation leads to a number of dysfunctions af-
fecting economic, social, political, and cultural fields of the social space of a region. 
At the same time, studies show that dysfunction in the work of institutions and 
organisations aimed at providing foreign migrants with the necessary resources for 
adaptation in the host society of the region can contribute to the deepening of this 
deformation.

The structure of the region’s migration space includes at least three clearly dif-
ferentiated levels. At the first level (materially energetic in terms of the universum 
approach), the migration space of the region is represented by foreign migrants, 
their groups and communities, their number, the particularities of their location in 
the region. The migration space of the region appears with the arrival of foreign 
migrants in it. The main motives shaping their migratory attitudes would be better 
conditions for meeting the needs of migrants—economic, social, and spiritual—in 
the territories of arrival (migration is often defined as the “method of voting with 
one’s feet”). For foreign labour migrants, the main forces of attraction are employ-
ment opportunities and higher income in the regions of arrival. In this regard, all 
other conditions being equal, the migration space is expanding in those regions 
where there are more efficient economic, political, and social conditions to com-
pensate for the deficits pushing migrants out of their countries and regions.

As a rule, migrants more often arrive in the region with already existing diaspo-
ra that includes stable groups with accumulated social ties with the host society 
and experiences of social interactions in the region. As the P. Collier’s researches 
showed, the migration rate is directly dependent on the size of the diaspora: the 
larger the diaspora is, the bigger the migratory flow to the region is, other conditions 
being equal [5; 12, p. 63-72]. The presence of the diaspora reduces the expenses 
for a migrant, which requires his arrival in a new society and adaptation in it.

On the other hand, with the enlargement of the diaspora, the risk of the growth 
of social distance between migrants and the host population increases. The larger 
the diaspora is, the more it constrains itself on its internal connections and the less 
its representatives communicate with the host society [12, p. 62]. New foreign 
migrants having arrived in the country and the region for the first time prioritise 
contacts with members of their diaspora as representatives of the “we” group. This 
feature is especially evident among those migrants who have a language barrier in 
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relation to the host population. When the diaspora can provide migrants with the 
means to meet the basic needs of their stay in the region, the necessity for their 
contacts with the host population is minimised. Thus, a large diaspora, on the one 
hand, contributes to the increased inflow of migrants to the region, and on the oth-
er hand, it can become a factor of the migration space deformation associated with 
the growth of the social distance between migrants and the host population and 
reduction in effectiveness of social adaptation and integration of migrants.

The arrival in the region of a large number of foreign migrants actualises the 
problem of their territorial distribution. As a rule, migrants are located unevenly 
in the region, they form places of compact residence in large cities or in immediate 
proximity to them. Migrants who have arrived need the creation of the social and 
material conditions of their stay in the region, such as housing, basic social servic-
es (health care, social protection, legal assistance), and employment opportunities. 
The greater the migration flow is, the greater the amount of these services should 
be available to migrants in their places of residence. In the context of absence of 
the required amount of services to receive the migration flow in the region, the risk 
of tension in the migration space increases, which may lead to its deformation. The 
risk of deformations here is associated with the possibility of foreign migrants 
leaving outside the legal field and attempts to provide for their needs with the help 
of illegal means, as well as the possibility of increasing competition and growing 
conflicts with the host population about scarce resources, namely, employment 
opportunities, social housing, medical care, and other services.

At the second level (functionally organisational), the migration space of the 
region is represented by relevant connections and relations of foreign migrants and 
the host population. Here, the subject of study is the contacts of individual migrants 
and their groups with representatives of a local community, their groups, as well 
as private and public organisations. At this level of the migration space, we would 
advise to highlight for analysis the following main aspects of social relations in-
volving foreign migrants in the region:

1. Social relations of migrants and the host population, their quantity and qual-
ity. The indicator of the size of the migration space here is the level, content, and 
quality of contacts between the indigenous people of the region and migrants. The 
empirical indicators for assessing this level can be the presence of foreign migrants 
in the contact circles of various categories of the host population (age category, 
territorial, as well as those identified by the level of education, income, etc.), the 
subject and the purpose of these contacts, their subjective assessment (benevolent / 
conflicting, useful / harmful, necessary / unnecessary, etc.). These same indicators 
are advisable to be used to analyse the level, content, and quality of contacts be-
tween migrants and indigenous people. Such an analysis makes it possible to iden-
tify functional and dysfunctional zones in the regional migration space. So, if there 
is a diaspora statistically significant in number with a large proportion of foreign 
migrants in a particular territory of the region, and a low level of their contacts 
with the residents of this territory or the presence of mostly conflicting contacts is 
recorded, this may indicate possible social deformations of the migration space 
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associated with the isolation of the diaspora or the existence of factors hindering 
cooperation.

2. Organisations of migrants and their relations with the host society. If in the 
territory of arrival there is a large diaspora, which is a point of attraction of dis-
placed persons, one should expect the emergence of registered organisations and 
formal associations of migrants aimed at meeting certain needs of this category of 
the region’s residents. Such public institutions have specificity due to the influence 
of the national and cultural peculiarities of migrants, norms, and traditions of the 
organisation of their communication and joint activities.

A common type of registered non-profit organisations is national cultural auton-
omies (NCAs). According to its definition (given by the RF Federal Order of 17 
June 1996 no 74-FZ), this is 

“an association of citizens of the Russian Federation who identify themselves 
with a certain ethnic community in a situation of national minority in the relevant 
territory, on the basis of their voluntary self-organisation in order to independent-
ly resolve issues of preserving identity, development of language, education, 
national culture, strengthening the unity of the Russian nation, harmonisation 
of interethnic relations, promotion of inter-religious dialogue, as well as the 
implementation of activities aimed at social and cultural adaptation and integra-
tion of migrants” [22]. 

NCAs are formed on the basis of the principles of self-organisation and self-gov-
ernment, the diversity of forms of internal organisation, the combination of public 
initiative with state support. Such indicators as the number of NCAs in the region, the 
nature of their work, their connection with migration flows, including the forms of 
support they provide to visitors, are an important source of information about the di-
aspora’s activity in establishing connections between new arrivals in the host society.

Another area of analysis at this level is the economic organisations of migrants — 
various business practices, structured in the form of small and medium-sized busi-
nesses. Often such organisations work in the areas of construction and repair, trade, 
and various areas of the service sector. An analysis of their number and character-
istics of functioning provides information on the principles of the influence of the 
migration space on the economic field of the region.

A separate subject of analysis with the usage of the available information sourc-
es should be informal organisations of migrants operating outside the legal field of 
the region. Often, such organisations are created in those areas where there are 
dysfunctions of formal social organisations and institutions of the host society. 
Observations show that often these are areas related to the problem of providing 
migrants with housing, employment issues and paperwork for staying and working 
in the region. The existence of such illegal organisations is a deformation of the 
migration space, part of which transcends the state control and creates risks of 
increased delinquent behaviour among migrants.

3. Organisations of the host society that interact with foreign migrants. Here, the 
subjects of the study are state, public and commercial organisations rooted in the 
culture of the host society, it is advisable to analyse their activities and role in the 
development of the regional migration space. These organisations include subdi-
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visions of the regional administration related to the planning and implementation 
of migration policy, the Directorate for Migration of the General Administration 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia in the region, the FSUE Passport and 
Visa Service of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia, educational organisations, 
public and human rights organisations, unions of industrialists and entrepreneurs, 
and others. Structures aimed at the development of intercultural dialogue and har-
monisation of interethnic interactions (the House of Friendship Between Peoples, 
the House of Nationalities that exist in Russian regions ) stands as a separate cat-
egory of organisations and institutions that should be studied in the course of anal-
ysis of the region’s migration space. The analysis of the activities of these organ-
isations allows us to identify and present in a systemic form the institutional 
framework that provides the sustainability of the region’s migration space, as well 
as to evaluate the main effects that the functioning of these organisations produce 
among migrants.

At the third (informative) level of the region’s migration space, meanings, nar-
ratives, norms, and collective opinions that are formed in the process of its existence 
and development are presented. At this level, it is advisable to examine the follow-
ing main characteristics.

1. Images of foreign migrants in the perception of the host population, as well 
as images of local residents in the eyes of migrants arriving in the region. In the 
image of the Other, both mutual representations of migrants and the host population 
(Who are they?) and the attitudes towards each other, the perception of identity, 
culture, models of the social behaviour (What are they?) are expressed. The imag-
es of the Other directly influence the practice of the social behaviour of these actors, 
form the norms of their relationship to each other, determine the prevalence of signs 
of conflict or solidary types of social connections in the region.

The image of the Other is realised in two basic models: tolerant and intolerant 
attitude to the otherness of the Other (see E. V. Morozova [14, p. 183]). The study 
of the images of the Other in the perception of the host population and migrants is 
intended to establish the prevailing features of this or that model. Depending on 
the dominant model, the region’s migration space may show integrative trends and 
be more open in terms of mutual contacts between migrants and the host society, 
or tend to be closed and increase the social distance between these actors.

Images of migrants and the host population in the representation of the first and 
the second may have age-related, territory-related and other differences. One should 
expect the emergence of more intense sections of the migration space in places of 
the concentration of foreign migrants in the region. This makes the migration space 
heterogeneous with areas of greater or lesser tension in its various parts. Thus, the 
study of Yu. D. Goynich and D. O. Trufanov in the Krasnoyarsk Territory conduct-
ed in 2013, as well as later measurements of public opinion in the region [19, p. 61] 
showed that the image of foreign labour migrants in the mass consciousness of the 
adult population of the metropolis (Krasnoyarsk) has more negative features than 
outside of the metropolis.

2. The main narratives characterising migratory relations and prevailing in the 
information space of the region. Under the narrative here we understand the sta-
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ble interpretations of various aspects of migration relations that are spreading in 
various fields of the information space of the region. In such narratives, opinions 
about the benefits or harms of foreign migrants for the region, their impact on 
the level of offenses in the region, i.e. social danger, on the regional labour mar-
ket, about the social behaviour of immigrants and their attitude to the culture of 
the host society and many other opinions can be formed. These opinions become 
a factor of socialisation in the regional community and form steady stereotypes 
concerning foreign migrants that influence the quality of social connections in 
the migration space.

From the point of view of studying the region’s migration space, it is advisable 
to single out for analysis the following main components of the information space:

 � various types of media (newspapers, magazines (printed and electronic), 
radio, and television);

 � Internet (blogosphere, social networks content);
 � public speeches of politicians, public figures, and other public opinion leaders;
 � collective opinions that develop in various social communities (territorial, 
professional, educational, etc.) in the course of everyday contacts.

The analysis of the content of these regional information space components will 
allow to identify the dominant narratives that establish the main meanings in the 
interpretation of migration relations, identify their orientation, conformity with a 
tolerant or intolerant model of perception of foreign migrants in the region, and 
identify the main sources of information that broadcast them. The predominance 
of intolerant narratives can be a factor of the migration space deformation connect-
ed with the spread of conflict relations between migrants and the host society.

The consequences of such deformation are now manifested in Russian society. 
According to public opinion surveys in the regions (conducted by D. O. Trufanov 
and T. A. Fenvesh, E. S. Bazina, and M. S. Blinova), the residents call mass media 
and the Internet the sources of mostly negative information about migration rela-
tions [1, 2, 29]. At the same time, the noteworthy point is that today the materials 
of a clearly negative orientation when discussing migration issues in the media are 
generally not fixed. Nevertheless, the attitude towards the media as a source of 
mostly negative information about migrants remains in the mass consciousness of 
the population, which seems to be a stereotype that has developed in previous years, 
when a negative image of migrants was circulating in media content. The sources 
of more positive narratives are traditional institutions of socialisation: family, 
school, friends, and acquaintances.

3. Migration policy in the region, the practice of adaptation and integration of 
migrants in the host society. The fundamental aspect to be analysed in this context 
is the concept of migration policy in the region, its principles, and implementation 
strategy. The concept establishes the main approaches to the regulation and devel-
opment of the migration space, determines the forms and directions of socialisation 
of migrants in the host society.

The ways of adaptation and integration of people arriving from abroad are the 
most important tools for the development of the region’s migration space. In the 
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migration flows directed to the region, as a rule, a significant proportion is so-called 
pendular migrants arriving for a relatively short period. These people need adaptive 
rather than integrating mechanisms that allow them to establish short-term rela-
tionships in the host society to the extent necessary to achieve their goals. Visitors 
who expect to stay for a long time or move to the region for permanent residence 
should be able to have the means to integrate into the host society that provide 
deeper socialisation and establish long-term relationships with local communities. 
This differentiated approach allows to regulate the migration space more effective-
ly by means of state administration.

The singled out levels are closely related to each other and in actual practice of 
the existence and development of the migration space form a functional unity. 
Nevertheless, their separation is reasonable at the level of theoretical and applied 
analysis for a detailed study of the main elements of the migration space, their 
connections and development trends (Table 1).

The migration space is closely connected with the ethnic space of the region, 
for which the constitutive factors are also inter-ethnic and inter-cultural differ-
ences of the actors that form social connections. These points of contact determine 
the number of common properties of the migration and ethnic spaces of the re-
gion. Still there are differences between these spaces due to the fact that one of 
the subjects participating in the migration space of the region is foreign migrants 
who have a special legal status in the host society. At the same time, as observa-
tions show, the social attitude of the host society towards migrants (representatives 
of a particular nationality) is often extrapolated to any representatives of this 
nationality, regardless of whether they are migrants or are born and socialised in 
a given society.

Thus, the migration space of a region can be represented as a set of social 
connections formed by the relationship between foreign migrants arriving in the 
region and the host society. During its development, the migration space forms 
at least three levels, the allocation of which is expedient from the point of view 
of its theoretical analysis and empirical research. The study of the contents of 
these levels can be carried out by statistical and sociological methods. The pro-
posed concept of the structural-dynamic characteristics of the region’s migration 
space can serve as a model for analysing and interpreting the data obtained. The 
use of this model will allow to systematise data and to present the regional mi-
gration space as the unity of its connections and components. As a form of pre-
senting the results of such an analysis can serve a map of the region’s migration 
space, revealing its structural-dynamic characteristics, the connections of the 
migration space with other fields of the region’s social space, such as economic, 
political, cultural, etc. The map of the region’s migration space can serve as an 
important source of information about its state and development, it can also be 
one of the tools for making management decisions on the regulation of a given 
socio-territorial entity.
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Table 1. The basic structural-dynamic features of the region’s migration space

Elements  
of the region’s  

migration space

Levels  
of the migra-
tion space in 

the region

Structural characteristics 
of the migration space

Dynamic characteristics of 
the migration space

The two main 
subjects of social 
relations that form 

the region’s 
migration

space: foreign 
migrants and 

representatives of 
the host society

Informational

1. Images of the Other in the 
perception of the host 

population and migrants 
arriving in the region.
2. The main narratives 

characterising migration 
relations in the information 

space of the region.
3. Migration policy in the 

region, the practice of 
adaptation and integration of 
migrants in the host society.

1. Dynamics of the image of 
the Other, the tendency of 

change in the perception of 
migrants and the host 
society of each other.

2. Changes in the content of 
the narratives, their drift 

towards tolerant or intoler-
ant models.

3. Changes in the content of 
migration policy, the main 
effects of adaptation and 
integration of migrants.

Functionally
organisational

1. Social relations of foreign 
migrants and the host 

population.
2. Organisations of migrants 
and their relations with the 

host society.
3. Organisations of the host 

society that interact with 
foreign migrants.

1. Dynamics of the level of 
social contacts of migrants 

and the host population.
2. The emergence of migrant 
organisations, the impact of 

their activities on the 
region’s migration space.
3. The activities of the 

organisations of the host 
society, their impact on the 

migration space of the 
region.

Materially  
energetic

1. The number of foreign 
migrants, their ethnic and 
cultural characteristics.

2. The way of accommodat-
ing the visitors in the 

region, the availability of 
compact accommodation.

3. The presence of the 
diaspora, its size, and 

coverage.
4. The level of providing 

immigrants with basic 
resources for the implemen-

tation of basic needs.

1. Changes in the number of 
people from different 

countries having arrived in 
the region and their migra-

tion patterns.
2. Changes in the placement 

of migrants in the region.
3. Dynamics of the popula-

tion size of the diaspora.
4. Dynamics of rates of 
resource provision for 

migrants.
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MIGRATION SPACE AND ITS DEFORMATIONS  

IN THE KRASNOYARSK TERRITORY
In the Krasnoyarsk Territory, studies of various aspects of the regional migration 
space are regularly conducted. The emphasis is made on foreign labour migration, 
which is directed to the region mainly from the countries of the South Caucasus 
and Central Asia. The following results were obtained in two studies.

In 2016, a study on the attitude of the adult population of the Krasnoyarsk Ter-
ritory to foreign labour migrants was carried out. The sample size was 1,200 re-
spondents. The sample type is the quota sample, representational by sex, age, and 
location of the adult population of the region.

In 2017, a study was conducted on the social well-being of labour migrants 
from Central Asia in Krasnoyarsk. The object of the study is migrants who have 
arrived from Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan. They constitute the major-
ity (66% by the end of 2017) of foreign labour migrants in the Krasnoyarsk Ter-
ritory. The absolute majority of these migrants are concentrated in the regional 
centre and geographically located in Krasnoyarsk. The study was conducted with 
quantitative and qualitative methods. The quantitative survey sample was 900 
respondents (quota sample with equal placement: 300 migrants from Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan). The qualitative study was conducted with the focus 
groups method (3 groups of 10 respondents, one in each ethnic community of 
migrants), as well as in the method of expert interview with the representatives 
of state organisations, structures, and authorities that interact with foreign mi-
grants (6 interviews).

In the course of the research, more or less significant deformations of the region’s 
migration space were revealed, on which we will focus in this part of the article. 
It is logical to assume that the selected deformations are not unique and may be 
relevant for many subjects of the Russian Federation that accept large migration 
flows. We believe that this discussion will allow the regions to focus on them, to 
conduct their additional study and correction.

The first level (materially energetic level). The placement of foreign labor 
migrants in the Krasnoyarsk Territory is uneven. In the first place, in terms of 
concentration of migrants, is Krasnoyarsk, in the second—Norilsk. The degree 
of the prevalence of foreign migrants in the circles of personal contacts of the 
Krasnoyarsk Territory adult population is 36%, it was permanent since 2015 to 
2016. At the same time, in Krasnoyarsk, where the absolute majority of migrants 
in the region accumulate, the level of contacts between the local population and 
migrants is noticeably higher and reaches 40.2% (outside the regional center the 
percentage is 33.4%).

The main motivations for the migratory mobility of migrants and their arrival 
in the Krasnoyarsk Territory are the following:

 � a relatively high level of economic development and economic stability in 
the regional centre, more comfortable living conditions. This creates better 
opportunities in terms of financial support for families staying at home and 
receiving remittance from compatriots working in Krasnoyarsk;
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 � vacant positions on the labour market in the Krasnoyarsk Territory, including 
those that are not occupied by representatives of the local population, resid-
ing in a place for a long time;

 � the relatives already rooted in Krasnoyarsk;
 � more favourable conditions for the arrival of migrants in the Krasnoyarsk 
Territory in comparison with many other Russian regions, related to their 
institutional support and relatively low amount of fees for paperwork;

 � among young people the motive of getting an education is relevant.
Along with this, there are more private motives related to:

 � reunification with family and relatives (which is promoted by the traditions 
of cohabitation of related groups in the national cultures of migrants);

 � various life circumstances, when a migrant who had no special plans to stay 
in Krasnoyarsk for a long period, due to the situation happened after the 
arrival, have to stay for a long time;

 � the factor of historical memory (for the older generation of migrants), in 
which Russia is associated with the Soviet Union when representatives of 
the republics could freely come to different territories of the country, get a 
job there and receive a positive attitude from the local population.

The main areas of employment of migrants from Central Asia in Krasnoyarsk 
are construction and repair, as well as trade and catering. The construction sector 
attracts migrants with higher wages, while the risk of being deceived by the em-
ployer in the construction sphere is noticeably higher (this applies particularly to 
the relationship between the employer and the migrant, who sometimes are not 
registered according to the requirements of the legislation). The employment of 
migrants in the trade sphere is mainly seasonal, which is associated with relative-
ly short periods of their stay in the regional centre. Along with this, migrants per-
form any temporary work that they can find in Krasnoyarsk. Less often they work 
as stokers, watchmen, workers at wood processing enterprises, at housing and 
public utilities organisations, and taxi drivers.

Most of the migrants from Central Asia in Krasnoyarsk nowadays either arrive 
for the first time or repeatedly come and go to the regional centre. On a permanent 
basis, no more than one-third of migrants live in Krasnoyarsk. At the same time, 
up to 60% of migrants currently staying in Krasnoyarsk are counting on a long stay 
in the regional centre. Thus, 31% intend to stay in the city for a long-term, while 
28.9% expect to obtain citizenship and remain in Krasnoyarsk for the permanent 
residence. A little more than a third (35.3%) of migrants are planning to leave 
Krasnoyarsk. That said, 23.2% are planning to return after some time, and 12.1% 
intend to leave forever.

At this level the actual deformations of migration space would be the problems 
with employment, reported by 34.7% of migrants, problems with accommodation 
(26%), as well as poor knowledge of the Russian language (22.2%). Also, the 
problem of low professional qualifications of the part of migrants arriving in the 
region for employment, as well as their low level of social maturity and undevel-
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oped ability to make responsible decisions regarding their behaviour appears as a 
social deformation. This leads, in particular, to conflicts with employers who are 
faced with the inability of some migrants to do the work assigned to them in ac-
cordance with their declared professional qualifications. Often, the employer makes 
claims against such workers and imposes economic sanctions on them. In turn, the 
migrant associates these claims not with his incompetence, but with a special atti-
tude towards himself due to his nationality and accuses the employer of dishones-
ty and discrimination based on nationality. This leads to negative narratives in the 
information space, interpreting these problems in terms of special attitude to mi-
grants on the basis of nationality. Apparently, this scenario is quite common in 
Russian regions.

The second (functionally organisational) level. The most demanded institution 
to which migrants from Central Asia in Krasnoyarsk apply is the Migration Service, 
an absolute majority of migrants interact with it (58%). Hospitals and clinics are 
in second place (48%), the national cultural communities occupy the third place 
(42.5%). This is followed by mosque (35.7%), private persons, intermediaries in 
matters of employment (30.7%), and educational organisations (30%). Less often  
migrants apply to the police (27%), the State employment service (20.7%) and 
local authorities (18.6%) to solve their problems The represented data show that, 
along with appealing to public authorities to achieve their goals, migrants often 
resort to the services of private persons—intermediaries when seeking employment. 
This is an indicator of the deformation of the functionally organisational level, 
which creates risks of part of the migrants leaving to the out-of-law field of the 
regional migration space.

Another moment of the deformation that exists at this level is the legal paperwork 
in the Migration Service. The problem is connected with the intermediaries in the 
form of private centres that receive applications from migrants and carry out their 
primary processing. Migrants have accumulated a significant amount of complaints 
and dissatisfaction with the work of such centres following the added complexity 
of the paperwork procedure, the emergence of a larger number of papers, the prepa-
ration of which requires additional time and effort. Migrants often refer to the 
activity of these centres as inefficient, complicating the paperwork process (long 
lines, limited time for completion of paperwork, sometimes lack of goodwill from 
the employees of organisations working with the documents). In addition, a dys-
functional moment is the increased cost of the paperwork procedure (migrants do 
not always have the opportunity to fulfil all financial conditions for paperwork), 
which contributes to the increasing trend of the growing percentage of migrants 
staying and working in the region illegally.

Conflicts and misunderstandings between employers (which are mainly repre-
sented by the host population) and foreign migrants who apply for jobs is a current 
deformation of the migration space in the region. When such conflicts, blame for 
the cause of the conflict is often shifted to migrants, aided by factors such as lack 
of employment contract and poor migrants’ knowledge of the Russian language. 
A common problem that migrants face while finding employment is the desire of 
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employers to hire illegal migrants, because they are easier to manipulate, including 
the possibility of lower wages, not enrolling officially without comfortable condi-
tions for work.

At the same time, experts note positive tendency in the development of institu-
tional regulation of the migration space. They are manifested in a stricter control 
of the immigration legislation in our region, in the functioning of the House of 
Friendship of Peoples of the Krasnoyarsk Territory, which has become the place 
of communication for representatives of various diasporas of migrants, in expand-
ing the practice of celebrating national holidays in the region that are becoming 
open to all, in stimulation of the formation of the positive image of national dias-
poras through state subsidies, promotion of national and migration themes in the 
media and public space (competitions, creative events, etc.).

The third (informative) level. The adult population of the Krasnoyarsk Territo-
ry mainly associate the image of a foreign labour migrant of with the label “guest 
workers”. Migrants are associated with people from other countries and national-
ities who come to the region with low professional qualifications and perform hard 
low-paying jobs to earn money.

Migrants from Central Asian countries in Krasnoyarsk mostly positively esti-
mate the state of interethnic relations in the region; they call it “absolutely pos-
itive” or “rather positive”. No more than 16% of migrants report on the problems 
in relations with the host population after arriving in Krasnoyarsk. That said, 
these problems do not have the character of systematic conflicts or hostility on 
a national basis but manifest themselves mainly in the domestic environment. 
An exception is the behaviour of the individual inadequate representatives of 
both migrants and the host population, as a rule, in the category of young people, 
who enter into a conflict based on national hostility. In general, migrants report 
on their comfortable well-being in Krasnoyarsk society. The national factor, as 
a rule, does not cause the employment difficulties of migrants in Krasnoyarsk. 
Such difficulties are rather connected with the lack of Russian citizenship and 
Russian educational documents.

The potential deformation of the migration space, which can manifest itself in 
the next 15-20 years, is the language barrier, which can hinder the formation of 
positive narratives in the information field of the region and contribute to an in-
crease of social distance between migrants and the host society. With the depar-
ture of the older generation of migrants who have been socialised in Russian 
culture and have a good knowledge of the Russian language, the proportion of 
young migrants who do not have these qualities will increase. In their own coun-
tries, future migrants tend to study in national schools and develop in the context 
of a national culture. The arrival in the region of a large number of migrants 
without knowledge of the Russian language and the foundations of Russian cul-
ture will naturally lead to an increase of social distance with the host population, 
diaspora’s orientation to their internal connections, possible strengthening of the 
tendency towards “enclavisation”, and social connections conflict in the region’s 
migration space.
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CONCLUSION

The empirical results given in the volume limited by the format of the article do 
not describe the migration space of the Krasnoyarsk Territory to the full. Further 
research is needed to obtain a detailed map of the region’s migration space. Nev-
ertheless, the already existing results allow us to present it holistically, in conjunc-
tion of the main components. The identified deformations make it possible to di-
agnose current and potential dysfunctions of the migration space and envisage the  
measures aimed at reducing their negative impact on the development of the region.

The proposed theoretical model of the region’s migration space offers addition-
al possibilities for studying it. The identified levels of the migration space can be 
complemented with various indicators, revealing in more detail their connections 
and elements. A separate subject of the analysis should be functional dependencies 
between the various elements and processes of the regional migration space. The 
analysis of these dependencies will allow us to raise research questions about the 
principles and methods of managing the migration space of the region. That is the 
subject of a separate publication.
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The monograph The Regions of Eastern and Western Siberia in the context of so-
cio-cultural transformations and modernization processes in Russia is the work 
by Dr. Sociolog. Sci., Professor, V. G. Nemirovsky. It is the result of the author’s 
deep scientific understanding of the specifics of modern social processes in Eastern 
and Western Siberia. The aim of the research is to conduct a multi-factor analysis 
of socio-cultural transformations and modernization processes in these regions in 
addition to similar changes taking place in Russia as a whole. A multi-factor anal-
ysis is a ground for evaluating both qualitative and quantitative components, as 
well as the scope and intensity of changes in regional and all-Russia rates and 
establishing a correlation between them. Moreover, this type of analysis serves for 
identifying national and regional security factors. In this framework, the focus of 
the study is the Krasnoyarsk Territory, a typical Siberian region with a high level 
of urbanization, developed industry, progressive scientific and educational sphere, 
and a relatively low population density.

The author concentrates on significant differences in dynamics and structure of 
modernization processes and, therefore, in the level of modernizing socio-econom-
ic entities among the federal districts of the Russian Federation that evolve as 
macro-regional communities and among entities within federal districts as well. 
Many of them are at a fairly low level of socio-cultural and economic development 
and require special, primarily financial, support to implement transformation pro-
grams. As a result, this provokes certain risks to Russian integrity, undermining 
the system of national security. In fact, the previous hierarchy of federal districts 
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and federal entities has undergone some modifications, yet the distance between 
some of them, even within districts, has increased. The monograph emphasizes a 
relevant issue of “new” or “reiterated” industrialization of modern Russia, and 
draws attention to the results and prospects of modernization (as well as innovation) 
activity in Russia.

Siberia is not only abundant in raw materials and territorial resources, but also 
it has some significant socio-cultural features. In this regard, the results of theoret-
ical and empirical research enable the author to answer the following questions: 
How do socio-cultural specifics affect modernization processes in Russia as a 
whole? Do special features of Siberian regions boost the efficiency of the process-
es or, conversely, hinder the development of the society and the state? What new 
values and forms of behavior do modernization changes lead to? What way do such 
processes actualize in Siberia that is originally an integral but very specific part of 
Russian territory? How do Siberians live? Do Siberians live better or worse than 
other Russians? Thus, studying the rating of Russian regions the author carries out 
a comprehensive assessment of the socio-cultural situation that has emerged in 
Siberia as a result of implementing modernization policies in Russia over a number 
of years. Without exaggeration, Siberia is a salient factor in modernizing Russia 
as a whole, both creating favorable conditions for modernization and, to a certain 
extent, capable of exerting a great impact on it. All this undoubtedly confirms the 
relevance of the work done by V. G. Nemirovsky.

The structure of the work comprises twelve chapters, united by a single idea and 
logics of presenting research results.

The methodological and empirical bases of the work are fundamental. The re-
search methodology encompasses the anthropo-sociological approach (proposed 
by N. I. Lapin, Dr. Philosoph. Sci., Professor, a corresponding member of the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences), as well as a number of other modern sociological 
concepts by foreign and Russian scientists. The research material covers five rep-
resentative studies that include formalized interviews among the residents of the 
Krasnoyarsk Territory in 2010-2015, several expert polls, and in-depth interviews 
conducted in the region. At the same time, the author supplements the method 
created within the cross-regional program The Problems of the Socio-cultural Evo-
lution of Russia and its Regions1 and uses it in his research. All studies have the 
financial support of the Russian State Scientific Foundation. In addition, an impor-
tant role in the implementation of tasks solved in the present work belongs to the 
data obtained as a result of similar surveys carried out by colleagues in the Altai 
Territory (2010, n = 1,200), the Republic of Khakassia (2010, n = 600), the Omsk 
Region (2008, n = 1,230), the Novosibirsk Region (2010, n = 500), and Russia as 
a whole (2010, n = 1,163). To analyze the data employed in the monograph the 
author widely uses the methods of mathematical statistics, in particular the corre-
lation and factor analyses.

1 Lapin N. I. On the preparation of a socio-cultural portrait of a region according to a typ-
ical program and methodology—Socio-cultural portrait of a region.
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The first chapter, The Socio-cultural Context of Modernization in Russia, ad-

dresses the issues of modernization processes in Siberian regions, emphasizing the 
fact that modernization in Russia is nothing more than an attempt to respond to the 
challenges and risks of modern society. The author claims that these processes are 
actively attracting the attention of Russian scientists. Various approaches and points 
of view regarding the phenomenon of modernization evolve. Yet, modernization 
changes are uneven and non-linear. The author emphasizes the negative role of the 
“resource curse” that continues to persist over Siberian regions in realizing not 
only the goals of modernization, but also the tasks of new industrialization of the 
country. Furthermore, the author argues that the prospects of these processes are 
difficult to assess without a proper study of the socio-cultural situation and prob-
lems in Siberian regions.

The next chapter The Public Vision on Modernization and Innovation in Addition 
to the Objective Situation in Russia and Siberian Regions, contains an analysis of 
statistical indicators (including indices based on them1) of modernizing Russian 
society as a whole, as well as of the regions in the Siberian Federal District. The 
author provides the reasons proving that the dominance of industrial production in 
a number of regions will slow down the development of secondary modernization. 
V. G. Nemirovsky presents the results of the study of the phenomena of moderni-
zation and innovation among the population of the region and makes a conclusion 
on modernization lag in the Siberian macro-region in comparison with other terri-
tories of the country, and especially with Central Russia.

The third chapter, Socio-cultural Modernization of Russia within the Institution-
alization of Utopias and Dystopias, considers a significant role of residents’ social 
identity in the analyzed processes and describes the main components of the tra-
ditional analysis applied to the value parameters of social changes. Studies by 
Russian scientists create a picture of socio-cultural transformations, including the 
values of Russian people, which are not typical of an effectively modernized soci-
ety. In this regard, the author makes a successful attempt to consider the processes 
that occur in Russia within the framework of the “utopia-dystopia” dichotomy, 
which seems rather heuristic for modern sociology.

The next part of the work concerns Socio-cultural Specifics of Dystopia in Rus-
sia in the End of the 20th and the Beginning of the 21st Century. The contemporary 
Russian society is characterized as a kind of neoliberal dystopia that formed in 
Russia in the 1990-2000s. The study employs a methodological model of the min-
imum universe based on the diatropic cognitive paradigm. Within this methodo-
logical model, the author analyses neoliberal dystopia at the material-economic, 
functional-organizational, and informational social levels.

The fifth chapter, Settler and Socio-cultural Identity of the Population in Russian 
Regions, focuses on modern Russian society being a rather weakly integrated iden-
tity space. It provides an individual with various ways of socio-cultural self-iden-
tification. Although many domestic and foreign researchers consider the problems 

1 China Modernization Report Outlook (2001–2010).
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of self-identification, the regional aspects of this process in modern Russia remain 
poorly studied. This fact increases the relevance of the work under review. It shows, 
in particular, that “for all respondents from the five regions of Eastern and Western 
Siberia (considered in the book), settler identity is lower than that of the Russian 
population as a whole. On the average, only every fifth Siberian respondent iden-
tifies with the residents of Russia” (p. 51).

The sixth chapter Social Dangers and Obstacles in Modernizing Regional Com-
munity introduces the results of a non-trivial analysis of the sense of social secu-
rity, opposed by the sense of social insecurity. Its factors get much consideration 
in the monograph. V. G. Nemirovsky applies the results of empirical studies con-
ducted in various regions of the Siberian Federal District to justify the idea of a 
motivational tandem, made by a combination of the feeling of fear and the feeling 
of shame that motivates social activities of Siberian people. A widespread external 
locus of control is significant in shaping social fears. The research emphasizes a 
low level of both regional and national social identity development (in many Si-
berian regions and in Russia as a whole). This fact is among the serious constraints 
to the process of effective modernization in Russia.

Further, in the seventh chapter, the author states that developing social confidence 
of the population with their current and past social experience is integral for mod-
ernizing the contemporary Russian community. According to the author’s position, 
institutional trust (that is the trust in the government and administration institutions) 
is essential for the success of modernization. Moreover, the research in this chap-
ter, (like in other chapters of the monograph) bases on extensive empirical data and 
provides the reflections on the phenomenon of distrust and its manifestation in 
mass consciousness. To conclude, the growth of  institutional and in some aspects 
of personal trust creates favorable circumstances for further modernization pro-
cesses in the region.

The eighth chapter Social Development of Eastern Siberia and Some Aspects of 
Shaping a New Utopia (the case of the Krasnoyarsk Territory) identifies three so-
cio-cultural types of the Krasnoyarsk Territory. Employing the results of the expert 
survey, the anthropocentric and socio-cultural paradigm characterizes the region 
as functionally balanced, with multi-dimensional individual support; functionally 
unbalanced, declaring individual support; functionally unbalanced, unfavorable 
for the individual. The chapter highlights some features of modern social utopia in 
the mass consciousness of Russians and Siberians. Moreover, the author focuses 
his attention on a sharp increase in the social distance between those who have 
power and wealth, often used not for the good of the state, and those who are de-
prived of it.

The ninth chapter The Image of the Desired Future and the Frames of Death as 
Socio-cultural Phenomena presents the analysis of the image of the future that 
regional residents desire. This image being a significant regional socio-cultural 
feature serves as one of the essential indicators determining the transition from 
dystopia to utopia. Basing on the analysis of the preferred characteristics of future 
life, the author concludes that consumer and hedonist values have been significant-
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ly enhanced in the mass consciousness of the regional population. People are be-
coming more and more eager to live not just in prosperity, but to become simply 
well-off. The author states that in the majority of respondents, dreams and hopes 
about the desired future justify their social activity. These dreams do not interact 
with the awareness of life finiteness. At the same time, factor analysis reveals a 
variety of latent orientations, reflecting the interrelation of the image of the desired 
future and death frames. This fact indicates an intermediate state of the socio-cul-
tural situation and a contradictory transition from dystopia to utopia.

The next chapter of the monograph The Vision of the Krasnoyarsk Territory 
Residents on Authorities and their Activity encompasses the results of semi-for-
malized interviews with respondents. The aim of these interviews is to identify the 
ideas of the population about federal, regional, and municipal authorities, positive 
or negative results of their activity, and their ability or inability to express public 
interests. Thus, the respondents’ opinions rated almost equally: 49% believe that 
the Russian elite expresses the interests of society and the region to some extent, 
and 46% practically do not believe in that, or believe to a small extent (p. 131).

When comparing a region with a person, it is associated with a man endowed 
with positive moral, mental and physical qualities, with a clear predominance of 
masculinity. Comparison of anthropomorphic images of the region and Russia as 
a whole showed the prevalence of positive ideas about the region in the mass con-
sciousness of its residents in comparison with the whole country. Here, the author 
also analyzes the opinions of experts on Russian society and highlights both pos-
itive and negative evaluations.

The last chapter of the monograph The Attitude of Regional Population to So-
cio-occupational Groups in the Context of Modernizing Russian Society contains 
the results of study of various elements of Russian society structure in terms of their 
social “usefulness” or “uselessness” from the respondents’ point of view, as well as 
on a number of other criteria: “our – their”, “prestigious – non-prestigious”, “pro-
moting modernization – preventing it”. As a result, peculiar ratings of the “useful-
ness” and “uselessness” of various social groups are obtained (pp. 141-145). To 
interpret the data, the author uses the estate model of the social structure in Russia, 
justified by S. G. Kordonsky and other contemporary authors. The use of factor 
analysis leads to unconventional data. Thus, in the mass consciousness / uncon-
sciousness of regional residents, there is a latent idea that such groups as civil serv-
ants, senior government officials, judges, law enforcement officers, municipal civil 
servants, politicians, and labor migrants “bring almost no benefit to the state”.

On the contrary, according to the respondents’ opinions, state employees, em-
ployees of special services, military personnel, and people involved in “creative 
professions” (designers, actors, writers, artists, advertising specialists, IT, etc.) 
bring the main benefit to the state (p. 146). The book expresses a justified concern 
that some of the surveyed residents of the region do not understand the significance 
of social interaction institutions, which are integral in the structure of Russian so-
ciety. In particular, the fact is that “some high-resource social strata and groups are 
perceived by the polled residents of the region as “alien” and “harmful”. This im-
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age may indicate the opposition at the level of respondents’ mass consciousness / 
unconsciousness between the titled and untitled classes in modern Russia” (p. 152). 
The results of the analysis of respondents’ opinions on social groups that promote 
and hinder modernization make a solid ground for the conclusion on the need for 
a profound adjustment of social and regional policies.

The conclusion comprises the summary of the interim results of the work done. 
The author emphasizes that regional modernization strategy in Russia should stem 
from monitoring national and regional socio-cultural processes. The national and 
local research methodology should be compatible and comparable, taking into 
account the experience of similar studies.

The references contain 72 textual sources, including 15 foreign, and 20 electron-
ic resources.

The content of the monograph complies with the requirements for such manu-
scripts. Its relevance cannot be doubted. It is a unique work that provides a mul-
ti-modal and comprehensive consideration of the socio-cultural processes in Sibe-
rian regions. The book summarizes original both foreign and Russian sociological 
statistical data and employs the results of numerous empirical studies in various 
territories over a relatively long observation period.

The scientific novelty of the book is determined not only by an integrated approach 
to the analysis of socio-cultural transformations and modernization processes in the 
regions of Siberia and the Far East, but also by the search for most effective social 
practices to preserve and develop a unique regional society in Russia.

In our opinion, a major advantage of this work is further development of the 
socio-cultural approach and the application of the class structure model of Russian 
society by analyzing respondents’ mass unconsciousness that comprises life (death) 
frames, and other theoretical and methodological innovations. Within this frame-
work, it is essential to consider modernization changes in Russia through the prism 
of the socio-cultural processes of transition from the neo-liberal dystopia to the 
new utopia.

In general, the monograph The Regions of Eastern and Western Siberia in the 
Context of Socio-cultural Transformations and Modernization Processes in Russia 
contains relevant scientific results that deserve the attention of readers and contrib-
ute to the sociological science in general, and to the development of modern re-
gional research of Russian society, in particular. The monograph is presented in a 
good scientific language; the material is consistently and logically organized, and 
fully comprehensible. The conclusions of the study are supported by the results of 
empirical research. It will be of interest not only to university lecturers, but also to 
state regional policy makers, local management bodies, researchers of social phe-
nomena and processes in modern Russian society, both at the regional and all-Rus-
sia levels.
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Irkutsk State University, the Institute of Social Sciences, the Ministry of Education of 
the Irkutsk Region, and the Commission on Science and Education of the Irkutsk Re-
gion Public Chamber held the 6th All-Russia Scientific Conference with international 
participation The Role of Social Education in Ensuring National Security on March 
29-30, 2018. The conference marked the 100th anniversary of Irkutsk State Universi-
ty foundation and the 20th anniversary of establishing the Institute of Social Sciences. 
The conference objective comprised several aspects. The participants aimed at devel-
oping scientific communication and professional competencies in order to implement 
the priorities of socio-economic development in Russia. Moreover, the conference 
aspired to shaping scientific, educational, and public-professional discourse on key 
issues concerning higher education. Finally, the point was in determining the place and 
role of social education as a basic component of university education in the national 
and global settings, taking into account the application of national security principles 
in the educational environment.

More than 150 scientists, practitioners, and the general public attended the event; 
over 70 participants contributed their presentations and video reports. The participants 
came from the cities of Irkutsk, Moscow, Kaliningrad, Novosibirsk, Yakutsk, Nizhny 
Novgorod, Smolensk, Krasnoyarsk, Kursk, Khabarovsk, and Stavropol, and such 
countries as the United States, Serbia, and Kazakhstan, etc.

The following participants attended the conference: A.F. Schmidt (the First Vice-Rec-
tor of Irkutsk State University, Dr. Chemistr. Sci., Professor), E.V. Apanovich and 
M. A. Parfenov (Deputy Ministers of Education of the Irkutsk Region), G. N. Terentye-
va (Deputy Chairperson of the Public Chamber of the Irkutsk Region, Chairman of 
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non-governmental organisation Irkutsk Regional Council of Women, Cand. Pedagog. 
Sci., Associate Professor), O.B. Vlasenko (Head of the Civil Registry Office of the Ir-
kutsk Region), A.V. Dormidontov (Deputy Head of the Governor of the Irkutsk Region 
and the Government of the Irkutsk Region in Public and National Relations), I. A. Sintso-
va (Chairperson of the Committee on Socio-cultural Legislation of the Legislative As-
sembly of the Irkutsk Region), A. P. Kapustensky (Chairman of the Commission on 
Human Rights, Public Control of Law Enforcement and power structures’ activity of 
the Public Chamber of the Irkutsk Region), Leonas Tolvayshis (Cand. Polit. Sci., Pro-
fessor, the Department of Diplomacy and Security of the Union – Nikola Tesla Univer-
sity (Belgrade, Serbia)), B. Batzhargal (Ph.D., Professor, the from D. Jabara Department 
of Entrepreneurship, Spears School of Business, University of Oklahoma, (USA)), 
V. V. Krivosheev (Dr. Sociolog. Sci., Professor, the Institute of Humanities, I. Kant 
Baltic Federal University (Kaliningrad)), A. D. Karnyshev (Dr. Psychol. Sci., Professor, 
Head of Laboratory of psychological, economic, and cross-cultural research, Institute 
of Humanities, Irkutsk State University (Irkutsk)), I.A. Skalaban (Cand. Histor. Sci., 
Associate Professor, Novosibirsk State Technical University (Novosibirsk)), T.S. Mo-
stakhova (Dr. Econom. Sci., Senior scientific member, Department of Regional Eco-
nomic and Social Studies, Yakutsk Scientific Center, Siberian Branch of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences (Yakutsk)), A.V. Filinov (Head of security management, Irkutsk 
State University (Irkutsk)), Ye.V. Basanova (Deputy Director of Regional State Institu-
tion Center for Social and Information Services for Youth (Irkutsk)) and others.

Yunlun Cao (the Consul General of the PRC in Irkutsk) and Agnesh Kotsab (the 
Vice-Consul of the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Irkutsk) made the 
greeting speeches.

A. F. Schmidt, the First Vice-Rector of Irkutsk State University, welcoming the 
participants of the conference, emphasized: 

“... The subject matter of the conference is relevant. Although for a wider public, it 
may still not be entirely obvious that social sciences and humanities are directly 
linked to the problems of national and global security. Therefore, this conference 
will certainly become a significant stage in the development of the system of social 
education, university education, and social policy in Russia...”.

G. N. Terentyeva (Deputy Chairperson of the Public Chamber of the Irkutsk Region) 
stated: 

“Education is one of the most significant factors that ensures economic growth, 
social stability, and the development of social institutions. These factors, as we know, 
serve as a premise for national security. As far as the education system is able to 
form the intellectual, moral, and labor potential of the society, so much will it ensure 
security. The impending new challenges and threats encourage us to rethink educa-
tional policy as a major part of the national security space”.

E. V. Apanovich, a Deputy Minister of Education of the Irkutsk Region, made a 
report entitled The Higher Education System of the Irkutsk Region as a Resource for 
Sustainable Development of the Region. In her report, the speaker stressed the impor-
tance of developing practices for joint participation of higher education organizations 
in the work of coordination councils under the Governor and the Government of the 
Irkutsk Region.
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The conference had the formats of a plenary session, a panel discussion Social Scienc-

es and Social Education in the Context of Internal and External Threats and Challenges 
of the Contemporary World, and a sub-forum for students, graduates, and young scientists 
entitled Social Values of University Education and Methods to Form Safety Culture.

The conference participants discussed issues on enhancing the role of social educa-
tion as a basic component of university education in the national and global settings, 
taking into account the principles of national security in the educational environment. 
In particular, the participants dealt with such issues as social values and economic 
efficiency of university education, new problems and tendencies of internationalization 
of higher education, social education and social interactions in the context of internal 
and external threats and challenges of the modern world, the role of social education 
in resolving social contradictions, challenges, threats, and risks to national security.

The report by L. Tolvayshis (Belgrade, Serbia), The Internationalization of Higher 
Education in Southern Europe. Practical problems of the Bologna process application 
(in Italy and Serbia), evoked particular interest at the plenary meeting. The main con-
ceptual points of the report caused an active discussion:

“... the Bologna process bases on the purely economic logic of relations both in the 
sphere of higher education and in the labor market. Competitiveness, being the key 
goal of the Bologna reform, is in conflict with the social cohesion principle, and does 
not contribute to the improvement of working conditions. Such a situation can create 
significant risks to social stability. In this context, one should take into account that the 
inaccessibility of education for a significant part of the population should be due to the 
high cost of education in higher education institutions. The transition of social relations 
among students from solidarity to competition overshadows the tendency to tough 
international competition in higher education. Eastern European universities run the 
risk of diverting students to more prosperous countries due to favorable mobility con-
ditions. Moreover, the quantification of knowledge (calculating the load in pages) 
contradicts the traditional understanding of higher education as erudition, moreover 
the strength of the protest movement in Europe testifies to the vitality of such tradition-
al understanding” [1].

Another foreign participant, Bat Batjargal (Spears School of Business, University 
of Oklahoma, USA) focused on the success factors of academic mobility in business 
schools in English-speaking countries (in the United States and England). The main 
idea of his video report was that

“there are three major factors for the success of academic mobility in the field of 
management and entrepreneurship: first, 70% research activity; secondly, 15% teach-
ing activity; thirdly, 15% organizational activity... Other factors that can contribute 
to the success of academic mobility in the field of management and entrepreneurship 
include: international experience, knowledge of the English language, as well as 
personal and social collaboration with significant scholars in these areas...” [2].

The report by A. D. Karnyshev had a positive impact on the participants of the con-
ference. The professor made a presentation on the results of research conducted at the 
Laboratory of psychological, economic, and cross-cultural studies of the Institute of 
Social Sciences at Irkutsk State University. In his report “Son of the Fatherland” as a 
Social Reference Point of Educational Activities in the History of Russia and Siberia, 
he focused on the fact that 

N. A. Sablina, K. Yu. Lukyanov, pp. 121-127



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

124 vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
“modern studies employ the concept of economic patriotism... At the same time, patri-
otic behavior often differs not only by its enthusiasm, but also by a certain sacrifice, the 
ability to spare no effort if it is necessary. ... The results of the study ... reveal that rep-
resentatives of the aboriginal population—both urban and especially rural Buryats—as-
sess their patriotism in relation to their small homeland significantly higher than the 
Russians and representatives of other nationalities ...” [3].

V. V. Krivosheev, Dr. Sociolog. Sci., delivered a video report focusing on sociolog-
ical education and digital sociology. The report concerns the analysis of the major 
problems of the emergence and development of digital society. The speaker highlight-
ed that it is salient to restructure the training system for sociologists in higher educa-
tional institutions. In conclusion, the speaker expressed the idea that:

“... working with profiles on social networks, the ability to analyze Big Data is the 
future of sociology, whether we like it or not. Otherwise, according to some pessi-
mistic colleagues, the need for sociologists, at least those involved in field research, 
may disappear altogether, since any specialist (a lawyer, an economist, a social 
worker) will be able to assemble and interpret numerous data” [4].

The report by I. A. Skalaban Social Mapping as a Method for Diagnosing the State 
of Inter-ethnic Relations in a Territory in the Context of National Security concerned 
some topical issues as well. Observing the prospects for maintaining public security 
in local urban communities, professor presented the experience of using the spatial 
method to analyze inter-ethnic situations. Here, she implemented the method of joint 
social mapping in its outline and scale variants. In her opinion, 

“the spatial-graphic mapping in question is a mapping of a real-life object in a spa-
tially defined system, regardless of its scale and quality characteristics. As a research 
method, joint social mapping provides wide access to information that combines, 
on the one hand, individual or group ideas of community and space and their imag-
es, and objectified information about localized space, objects, and practices, on the 
other. Therefore, this method can become significant for collecting information about 
the community and territory, along with individual interviews and surveys ...” [5].

T. S. Mostakhova made a video report Characteristics of the Main Risks and Threats 
to Demographic Security in the Sakha Republic (Yakutia). The author focused on the 
fact that identifying the main threats and risks of demographic security contributes to 
the improvement in regional demographic policy measures. According to the author, 

“the persistence of threats, determining demographic security tensions, accompanies 
the population development in the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia). High mortality rate 
(especially for external reasons) is one of the main threats... Regional demographic 
policy should adequately reflect transformational processes and threats to demo-
graphic security...” [6].

The representatives of the Institute of Social Sciences of Irkutsk State University 
(the conference organizing committee) contributed two reports at the plenary session. 
The report by V. A. Reshetnikov (Director of the Institute of Social Sciences, Irkutsk 
State University) concerned the problem of cultural and typological certainty in the 
educational process. The author surveyed Russian culture dynamics from a culturo-
logical standpoint. Basing on the works of R. Benedict, the report revealed the specif-
ics of shame culture in Russia and its transformation into a subject of ideological 

N. A. Sablina, K. Yu. Lukyanov, pp. 121-127



SIBERIAN SOCIUM

125vol. 2  |  no 1  |  2018

SS
speculation, especially in the field of sports. In relation to this, the conference partic-
ipants discussed one more issue that is the issue of arising conscience culture [7].

T. I. Grabelny (Dr. Sociolog. Sci., Professor, Head of the Laboratory of regional 
problems and innovations of the Institute of Social Sciences, Irkutsk State University) 
made a report on the topic “A Sustainable World” of a University and Its Social Self-de-
termination in the Context of Threats, Challenges, and Risks. It argued the need to de-
velop a special approach to the problem of universities’ social self-determination in 
terms of threats, challenges and risks. In analyzing and evaluating the place and role of 
the university in the system of social connections and interdependencies at different 
levels, the author focused on the factors of their stability and variability. The conclusion 
declared that 

“the goal of regional cooperation is in facilitating contacts between all the actors of 
regional development. Only by relying on modern mechanisms of civilized collabo-
ration between the university and the regional government, as well as with other social 
structures, including business and the public, one can achieve “sustainable peace” not 
only in the university itself, but also in the region as a whole. Thus, the social self-de-
termination of the university in the internal and external environment in the context 
of threats, challenges, and risks should stem from sustainability. A university can 
acquire external sustainability only in case it is internally sustainable” [8].

N. L. Smakotina (Dr. Sociolog. Sci., Professor, Head of the Department of Global 
Social Processes and Youth Work at the Faculty of Global Processes, Moscow State 
University) actualized the issues of social education as a strategic goal of ensuring 
national security and improving social well-being. She examined the processes of glo-
balization, the transformation of education, and the associated problems of national 
security and national interests. In her report the speaker presented some results of 
studying social well-being, social consequences, the emergence of new educational 
opportunities, and new risks. The author substantiates the idea that the education sys-
tem acts as a resource for the state policy in the sphere of national security [9].

Conference participants from Kazakhstan (Almaty, Institute of Philosophy and Po-
litical Science, Committee of Sciences, Ministry of Education and Science, the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan), V. D. Kurganskaya (senior researcher, Dr. Philosoph. Sci., Profes-
sor), V. Yu. Dunaev (senior researcher, Dr. Philosoph. Sci., Professor), and 
M. S. Shaikemelev. (Dr. Philosoph. Sci. head.of the Department of Political Science 
at the Institute of Philosophy and Political Science) drew attention to the cross-ethnic 
interactions in Kazakhstan in the context of internal and external threats and challeng-
es of the modern world. Among the main threats and challenges to cross-ethnic relations, 
there is the deterioration of the economic status of citizens, complex linguistic situation, 
and the intensification of religious radical movements. The authors claim that 

“the religious factor takes up more and more space in the public life of the country, 
and non-traditional religious movements are becoming a very influential social factor. 
In the fight against radicalism, it is still necessary to build an effective system of coun-
ter-propaganda. New methods of working with young people (employment, material 
assistance, etc.) will play a role in neutralizing and halting the growth of radicalism, 
but work in this direction should become long-term and systematic... ” [10].

Authority representatives delivered three reports. The Ministry of Education of the 
Irkutsk Region contributed two reports. These presentations touched upon the quality 
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of school education in the region and the region’s higher education system as a resource 
for its sustainable development. The third report highlighted the priorities of the state 
youth policy in the region.

Discussion of issues raised at the plenary session continued during the panel session 
Social Sciences and Social Education in the Context of Internal and External Threats 
and Challenges of the Modern World.

Youth session took place on the second day of the conference. I. A. Sintsova (Chair-
person of the Committee on social and cultural legislation of the Legislative Assembly 
of the Irkutsk Region) as well as the leaders and representatives of Irkutsk universities 
welcomed the participants of the session.

The youth session participants contributed more than 20 reports. Their reports fo-
cused on the following crucial topics: Developing Effective Instruments to Encourage 
Young People to Achieve Status Opportunities in order to Ensure National Security 
(V. Zagorodniy); On the Significance of an “Adequate” Self-assessment of Young Peo-
ple in the Context of Internal and External Threats and Challenges to National Secu-
rity (A. Kushkova); Young Families’ Crisis as a Challenge to National Security in the 
Context of Global Transformations (N. Kozhevnikov); The Impact of Institutional 
Transformations in the Field of Education on the Structure of the Social Needs of Rus-
sian Population (E. Nikolaeva); The Specifics and Main Trends in Shaping Family 
Values in a Globalized Community (V. Godvan); Tools Employed by Oil Companies in 
the Development of Their Human Capital (A. Pruzhinin); A Youth Festival as a Plat-
form for the Development of Creative Thinking Among Progressive Youth in the Con-
text of Civil Education Issues (J. Radnaev); The Role of Art in Shaping “a Happy 
Society” (O. Tkachenko) and others.

T. I. Grabelny, Dr. Sociolog. Sci., professor, co-chairman of the Conference Organ-
izing Committee, Deputy Chairman of the Commission on Science and Education of 
the Public Chamber of the Irkutsk Region, stated that:

“The development of university education and higher education in general requires a 
significant rethinking of collaboration activity between universities, science, business 
community, public structures, and the regional government. In the context of growing 
internal and external challenges and threats, there exists an objective need for closer 
interaction between the university and the region. As we see it, acquiring internal 
university sustainability as a special scientific, educational, and socio-cultural space 
is possible largely due to mobilizing the resources inside the university and designing 
a system of qualitatively new interactions with the external environment. In this regard, 
the role of social education as a link of social processes in the region, forming the 
foundations of social stability and national security, is increasing”.

The conference committee published a collection of scientific papers. At the end of 
the conference the participants adopted a resolution.
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ФГАОУ ВО «Тюменский государственный университет»
Тюменский научно-образовательный центр Российской академии образования
Западно-Сибирский филиал ФГБУН Федерального научно-исследовательского  

социологического центра РАН

Международная научно-практическая конференция

«ОБРАЗОВАНИЕ, МОЛОДЕЖЬ, КОНКУРЕНТОСПОСОБНОСТЬ»
Тюмень, 21-22 сентября 2018 г.

Информационное письмо

Уважаемые коллеги!

Приглашаем вас принять участие в международной научно-практической конференции «Образо-
вание: молодежь, конкурентоспособность», приуроченной к 80-летию академика РАО, доктора фило-
софских наук, профессора, заслуженного деятеля науки, научного руководителя ТюмГУ Г. Ф. Шаф-
ранова-Куцева. К участию в конференции приглашаются исследователи, научные сотрудники, пре-
подаватели, аспиранты, студенты и магистранты вузов, работники сферы государственного и 
муниципального управления.

По итогам конференции будет издан электронный сборник материалов участников, представивших 
свой доклад. Материалы конференции будут проиндексированы в наукометрической базе РИНЦ. 

Тематика конференции:
1. Образование — ключевой конкурентообразующий фактор современности.
2. Социально-экономические и социокультурные тренды развития современного российского  

общества. Конкурентные отношения в социально-экономическом развитии российского общества.
3. Формирование образовательного пространства в условиях глобализации: проблемы и тенденции 

его развития.
4. Международный опыт исследования и формирования конкурентоспособности молодежи.
5. Теоретико-методологические и прикладные подходы к непрерывному процессу профессионального 

образования.
6. Профориентационная работа как фактор эффективности системы образования.
7. Основные проблемы и приоритеты формирования конкурентоориентированности учащейся 

молодежи.
8. Основные проблемы и приоритеты формирования конкурентоспособности работающей 

молодежи.
9. Взаимосвязь социальной и профессиональной конкурентоспособности молодежи.
10. Трудоустройство как индикатор конкурентоспособности выпускников вузов.
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11. Социологические методы и инструменты эмпирического анализа конкурентоспособности  
молодежи. 

12. Социологические методы анализа социальной среды, ориентирующей молодое поколение  
на формирование и реализацию конкурентных преимуществ в профессиональной и социальной 
сфере.

13. Социокультурные характеристики конкурентоспособности молодежи Урала и Сибири.
14. Молодежь — ключевой актор развития российского предпринимательства.

Сроки и условия предоставления материалов
Заявки на участие и тезисы докладов принимаются до 1 июля 2018 г. Электронная регистрация 

на сайте конференции по адресу: https://www.utmn.ru/education-youth-competitiveness/

Место проведения
Тюменский государственный университет, г. Тюмень, ул. Володарского, 6, ул. Ленина, 16.

Все расходы по командированию на конференцию несет направляющая сторона. Требования к 
оформлению материалов участников для публикации в сборнике (образец оформления прилагается, 
см. приложения 1 и 2 на сайте). Оргкомитет конференции оставляет за собой право отклонить публи-
кации, не соответствующие заявленной теме конференции.

Требования к оформлению материалов
УДК
АННОТАЦИЯ на русском и английском
КЛЮЧЕВЫЕ СЛОВА на русском и английском
ТЕКСТ
БИБЛИОГРАФИЯ
Объем публикации: 5-10 страниц.
Формат страницы А4. Поля — 2 см; интервал полуторный; отступ красной строки 1,25 см; размер 

шрифта (кегль) — 14 пт; шрифт Times New Roman; стиль Обычный. Сноски — затекстовые. Список 
литературы приводится в конце текста в алфавитном порядке, включаются только источники, на 
которые в статье есть ссылки; в тексте ссылки даются в квадратных скобках [3, с. 255-256], где первая 
цифра означает номер цитируемой работы из списка литературы, вторая — номер (или номера) 
страниц. Имя файла должно совпадать с фамилией первого автора и иметь стандартное расширение: 
Иванов.docx.

Язык публикации: русский и английский. 

Для размещения в РИНЦ требуется заполнить ДОГОВОР И АКТ (форма на сайте конференции, 
заполняются в 2 экземплярах при регистрации и высылаются почтой по адресу: г. Тюмень, ул. Се-
макова, 10, кафедра общей и экономической социологии).

Форма участия: очная
Сайт конференции: https://www.utmn.ru/education-youth-competitiveness/

Контактное лицо: 
Андрианова Елена Владимировна  
к. с. н., заведующий кафедрой  
общей и экономической социологии,  
Тюменский государственный университет

educationTyumen2018@mail.ru
+7 (3452) 59-77-23
+7 (919) 925-99-44
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Сибирский юридический институт МВД России

Всероссийская научно-практическая конференция

«СОЦИОЛОГИЯ, ФИЛОСОФИЯ, ПРАВО  
В СИСТЕМЕ ПРОТИВОДЕЙСТВИЯ ПРЕСТУПНОСТИ»

Красноярск, 22 ноября 2018 г.

Информационное письмо

Уважаемые коллеги!

Приглашаем принять участие в работе всероссийской научно-практической конференции «Социоло-
гия, философия, право в системе противодействия преступности», которая состоится 22 ноября 2018 г. 
на базе Сибирского юридического института МВД России (г. Красноярск, ул. Рокоссовского, 20).

Издание сборника тезисов докладов и выступлений участников научного форума с включением 
в базу РИНЦ планируется до начала работы конференции. 

В ходе работы планируется обсуждение следующих проблем:
 � роль социологических, философских, правовых исследований в решении проблем социальной 
безопасности региона, обеспечения законности и правопорядка, совершенствования государства 
как социально-политического института;

 � классические, неоклассическое и постнеклассические научные школы о проблемах обеспечения 
социальной безопасности и поступательного развития общества и региона;

 � значение прикладных и фундаментальных научных исследований в обеспечении безопасности 
региона; 

 � девиантное поведение как предмет социологического, криминологического анализа;
 � роль гуманитарной науки в системе противодействия преступности; 
 � основные формы, методы использования результатов научных исследований в практике противо- 
действия преступности; 

 � проблемы правового воспитания, формирования навыков правопослушного поведения.

Сроки и условия предоставления материалов
Регистрационную карточку на участие и тезисы объемом до 5 страниц, в электронном варианте 

с соблюдением требований, указанных в приложении на сайте (https://сибюи.мвд.рф/Nauka/Konkursy), 
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представить до 20 сентября в оргкомитет по электронной почте: onrio@sibli.ru или почтовой связью 
на бумажном и электронном носителях по адресу: 660131, г. Красноярск, ул. Рокоссовского, 20.

Рукописи тезисов рецензируются, оргкомитет оставляет за собой право отклонить материалы, 
поступившие не в срок, не отвечающие тематике научного форума, исполненные с низким научным 
качеством.

Место проведения
Регистрация участников конференции: 22 ноября 2018 г. в 9.00 в фойе главного корпуса СибЮИ 

МВД России (г. Красноярск, ул. Рокоссовского, 20. Проезд: автобусы № 83, 20, 71, 81, 23 до остановки 
«Молодежная»). Начало работы конференции 22 ноября 2018 г. в 10.00.

Требования к оформлению материалов
Тезисы печатаются через 1 интервал в редакторе Word, шрифт Times New Roman, размер шрифта 

14 пт, выравнивание по ширине, на белой бумаге формата А4 (210 × 297 мм). При печатании оставляются 
поля со всех сторон по 2,5 см. Сноски автоматические (не более пяти). Абзацный отступ — 1,25 см.

Название доклада (выступления) печатается строчными буквами. Ниже названия (через пустую строку) 
в правом углу фамилия, имя, отчество автора (полностью), ученая степень и звание, место работы. 
Образец оформления см. в приложении на сайте конференции (https://сибюи.мвд.рф/Nauka/Konkursy).

Дополнительная, оперативная информация по организации конференции:
 � по телефону (391) 222-41-21;
 � через запрос по электронной почте vlashink@yandex.ru (Шинкевич Владимир Ефимович, 
профессор кафедры гуманитарных и социально-экономических дисциплин).
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